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First Holy Communion
in Fort Rock

Gaudete (Rejoice) Sunday, December 12, 2021, 
brought blessings and cheers to all at Holy Family 
Catholic Church in Fort Rock,  a mission of Holy 
Redeemer Church in La Pine.

Angel Rebolledo received the Lord Jesus for the first 
time and the parishioners went out of their way to 
make it a very special day for him. May the Lord 
Jesus always dwell within Angel and his family.

Submitted by Fr. Paul Antao SDB, Pastor

Angel Rebolledo receives his First Holy 
Communion from Fr. Paul Antao, Pastor

The Rebolledo Family with Fr. Paul Antao Angel’s celebration cake!

Young Adult & Older Youth Pilgrimage
to Portugal, Summer 2023

Diocesan young adults & older youth are invited to join a pilgrimage to 
World Youth Day, 7/30/23-8/9/23 in Lisbon, Portugal, including a day trip to Fatima. 
Contact your local parish office for more information and estimated costs.

Supported by the Bishop’s Annual Appeal in partnership with diocesan parishes.



The History of our Cathedral, 1950 - 1959 • Part II continued

As we continue our journey of the History 
of the Cathedral, we continue Fr. Julian 
Cassar’s narrative on the legacy of 
Bishop Francis P. Leipzig, focusing on the 
Cathedral’s second renovation.

If you would like to read the entire 
narrative of the history of our Cathedral, 
including Part I of this story, please visit 
the Diocesan website and begin with the 
January 13, 2019, Issue of the Chronicle:
https://dioceseofbaker.org/diocesan-chronicle

Although his drive 
to provide fitting 
places of worship 
for the parishes 
and missions was 
on course, Bishop 
Leipzig felt that his 
Cathedral should 
be the crown jewel 
of all churches in 
the Diocese, but it 
did not measure up 
to that lofty status. 
So, he met with 
the pastors of the 
Diocese in Baker 
City on December 3, 
1957, and persuaded 

them to “volunteer” to pledge $60,000 for the complete 
renovation of the Cathedral. The amount was prorated 
among the parishes. 

By removing the two sacristies, the sanctuary was enlarged 
to allow ample space for all pontifical ceremonies, such 
as ordinations. The project got underway finally in June 
of 1958, and was completed on October 13 of the same 
year. This eventually proved to be a fortuitous project 
because it simplified the changes that would be required 
later to meet the challenges of the liturgical reforms of the 
Second Vatican Council. However, it also meant that much 
of the artistic look of the sanctuary was gone, including 
the stenciling that had adorned the walls. But some were 
not damaged and would be restored 50 years later in the 
renovation of 2007.1

 
The completion of the Chancery in 1958 signaled the 
beginning of a new era in its operation. Prior to this time, 
the Bishop’s office consisted of one large room on the main 
floor of the Cathedral rectory. Under Bishops O’Reilly 

The Second Renovation Continued
and McGrath the office staff was composed solely of the 
Bishops and his Chancellor, and no more equipment than 
a typewriter or two. Shortly after his arrival in Baker, 
Leipzig hired a secretary in the person of Miss Cornelia 
Frericks, a recent graduate of St. Francis Academy. A short 
time later Miss Mary Ann Davis who was also Office 
Manager and Diocesan Fiscal Manager replaced her.1

 
May 1958 proved to be a historic month for the Baker 
City parish. On May 24, Elden F. Curtiss, a native of Baker 
City, was ordained a priest. Fr. Curtiss was later to be 
consecrated Bishop of Helena, Montana and Archbishop 
of Omaha, Nebraska. The following day, the La Grande 
parish celebrated the ordination of Charles Grant, the 
grandson of Thomas Grant, the contractor of St. Francis 
de Sales Cathedral.1

To provide churches for his ever-growing flock, even 
in the remotest regions of the diocese, Bishop Leipzig 
secured financial support from the Extension Society 
and from Richard Cardinal Cushing of Boston. He also 
sent priests on appeal to larger dioceses. To staff the new 
parishes, he recruited order and diocesan priests from 
U.S. dioceses and abroad, the Pontifical Seminary in Ohio 
becoming one of the richest sources of clergy for Eastern 
Oregon. All together within the first 15 years, he added 27 
priests to his clerical staff so that in 1965, for a Catholic 
population of almost 25,000, or 9 percent of the Oregon 
population, there were 56 priests serving 63 parishes and 
missions.2

By the end of his tenure, Bishop Leipzig had renovated 
the Cathedral Church and built 30 new churches, 11 
rectories, a new chancery and other church-related 
facilities. But his building plans encompassed more than 
physical plants. Among the bishop’s highest achievements 
was the establishment of a “Baker Diocese Edition” of the 
Catholic Sentinel in 1958, a most effective instrument 
communication for the parishes of the far-flung Diocese.2

Bishop Francis P. Leipzig



1 Narrative by Fr. Julian Cassar, Rector of St. Francis de Sales 
Cathedral from 2005-2016

2 Excerpts from The Catholic Church of Eastern Oregon by 
Loretta Pastva, SND © The Diocese of Baker, 2003

Bishop Cary’s Schedule
January 30

Our Lady of Angels Sunday Masses
9:00 a.m. English, 11:00 a.m. & 1:00 p.m. Spanish

February 5
6:30 p.m. Central Deanery Dinner, Redmond

February 7-9
National Bioethics Center Bishop’s Workshop - Dallas, TX

February 13
4:00 p.m. Western Deanery Dinner, Hood River

The Cathedral during a wedding ceremony, as it looked like in the 
early 1960s.



Cathedral
Conservation

ColleCtion

SAINT FRANCIS DE SALES CATHEDRAL 
It’s the mother church of the diocese... it belongs to you!
Es la iglesia madre de la diocesis... ¡Les pertinence a ustedes!

Since its inception, this collection has assisted 
the Cathedral in two major projects. Last year, 
through your generosity, it allowed the parish 
to replace the entire boiler and heating controls. 
The broken and missing granite blocks have been 
replaced and repointed. Most recently, through 
your donations, all of the wood on the exterior has 
been repaired and repainted.

The next significant plan for the cathedral 
will be the replacement of the front stairs and 
sidewalks. If you look at the photos below you will 
immediately see that this is going to be a major 
project. Your help is still needed.

Let us continue our commitment to our beloved 
cathedral and to keep it in the best condition we 
can for future generations of Catholics.

Please join us in supporting our Cathedral
by using the yellow envelope provided at your 
parish. Por favor acompáñenos a apoyar a su 
Catedral usando el sobre proporcionado en sus 
parroquial.

Cathedral Conservation
~ Prayer ~
God, our loving Father, 

we thank You for this house of prayer.
It is in this sacred space that Your presence 
is revealed to us through sacramental signs.
Here You build Your temple of living stones 

and bring the Church to its full stature 
as the Body of Christ.

It is to Your greater glory as parish and Cathedral, 
servants and disciples, that we strive to 

restore and renew this holy place.

In communion with the saints in heaven 
and all on earth may we never cease 
to bless and praise Your greatness.

Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Your Son who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.


