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News of the Diocese of Baker 

St. Pius X of Klamath Falls Second Graders 
Learn About Works of Mercy  

 

 While learning about the corporal works of mercy, 
the second grade children in the Faith Formation Class at 
St. Pius X in Klamath Falls made gift bags for homeless 
people in their community. For each work of mercy an 
item was added to a Ziploc bag:   a 
granola bar,  : bottled water,  

: mittens/socks, 
 a card with the address for Gospel Mission,    

 Band-Aids,  a bar of 
soap, and : a paper cross with the 
words Jesus Loves You.   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 The children took these home, and with their 
parents, guidance gave them to a homeless person. 

Submitted by Julie Kraan 

St. Mary of Hood River completes  
Church Sanctuary Renovation Project  

 

 St. Mary Parish in Hood River recently completed a 
renovation of the church Sanctuary. It had been 41 years 
since the Church had undergone an update. The goal of 
the project was to simplify and beautify the sanctuary.  
 The tabernacle is now the central focus of the 
sanctuary with a new crucifix that replaced the old Risen 
Christ statue. The Risen Christ has a new and prominent 
location suspended in the choir loft in front of a large 
stained-glass window. Parishioners now enter the church 
to a crucified Christ and leave to a Risen Christ.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Statues were relocated on the sanctuary and a special 
niche was established for Our Lady of Guadalupe. Most 
of the church was also painted in shades of blue, white 
and beige to commemorate Mary, the Patroness of our 
Parish. The blues are reminiscent of the churches of 
Europe, Mexico and South America. The church has a 
totally new look that is both beautiful and reverent.   
 There were 31 parishioners who planned the design 
and volunteered their time to make this happen. The 
project took an estimated 218 volunteer hours and due   
to many generous donations, the project costs were 
completely covered. This is an example of parishioners 
coming together and sharing their talents. Generations to 
come will benefit from these improvements. 

       Submitted by Mike Schend 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS IN BEND 
 The Extraordinary Form (Latin) 
Mass is offered every Sunday at 1:00 
PM at St. Francis of Assisi Historic 
Church. A High Mass (Sung Mass) is 
offered on the 2nd and 4th Sundays.  
 Confessions are heard before 
Mass on 2nd and 4th Sundays from 
12:15—12:45 p.m. 



  
 

Thoughts Along The Way 
 

Bishop Liam Cary  
 

          Living Our Faith 
 
 Peter, James, and John—experienced fishermen all—
needed no one to tell them where to lower their nets. But 
“that night they caught nothing.” Defeated and dispirited 
as dawn was breaking, they hardly expected anyone to be 
watching them from the shore at that hour; but Someone 
was. “Cast the net over the right side,” Jesus called out, 
“and you will find something.” Indeed they did—more fish 
than they could pull in. 
  The shoreline observer who called forth their 
uncomprehending obedience had turned utter failure 
into unimaginable success. And their hands had brought it 
about. The memory stayed with them. “We must obey 
God rather than men,” they would later respond when 
ordered by the Jewish leaders “to stop teaching in that 
name.” They knew that the catch they had made that 
morning was pure gift of God, so they had to give away to 
others what washed into their net in such overflowing 
abundance. From the Apostles we learn how to live the 
faith we receive from them. 
 You and I, however, didn’t begin our journey of faith 
on the lake, but on land. Like the Child Jesus walking 
down the street hand in hand with Mary and Joseph in 
the poster for this year’s Bishop’s Appeal, we needed the 
support, the good example, and the guidance of “those 
who love us in the faith,” as St. Paul calls them (Titus 
3:15). Like Mary and Joseph leading Jesus, those who 
brought us up to be Catholic embodied the desire of the 
psalmist: “Let the coming generation be told of the 
Lord” (Ps. 22:31). 
 You and I can help tell of Him too by supporting the 
Bishop’s Annual Appeal. Funds that flow into the Appeal 
from all over Eastern Oregon make it possible for us as a 
diocese to cast the Gospel net farther and wider than our 
individual parishes can do on their own.   
 To take a prime example, this coming June, Deacon 
Steve Garza will be ordained priest in Bend. 
Contributions to the Bishop’s Appeal from every parish 
in the Diocese have supported this former Hermiston 
parishioner’s years of studies at St. John XXIII Seminary 
near Boston. As Father Steve he will spend the rest of his 
days in the parishes that sustained his vocation fishing for 
men. And the other seminarians God has sent us depend 
on the Bishop’s Appeal to follow their path to the 
priesthood as well.  
 Meanwhile, volunteer parish catechists and youth 
leaders are already hard at work on the sea. Week in and 
week out they cast their nets into storm-tossed waters to 
“catch” the minds and hearts of young people. As Mary 

and Joseph help the Child Jesus put one foot after 
another in the logo for this year’s Appeal, so do these 
indispensable parish servants show our children and 
grandchildren how to keep their balance as Christians 
and walk toward the Light that brightens our darkness. 
To amplify their efforts they turn to the diocesan 
Catechetical Symposium, diocesan summer camps, and 
the Idaho Catholic Youth Conference—all of which       
are funded in whole or in part by the Bishop’s        
Annual Appeal. 
 That night on the sea it was all hands on deck for the 
weary Apostles—and not a one of them idle, for the great 
catch of fish depended on everyone lending his strength 
to the effort. The fish were too many and their weight was 
too heavy to get them into the boat, so the Apostles 
simply dragged the packed-full net ashore. There, once 
again with Jesus, they shared the joy of living their faith 
together.  
 Think of the Apostles out there on the water as you 
consider a donation to Living Our Faith, the Annual 
Bishop's Appeal for 2019. Think of Mary and Joseph 
guiding the halting steps of the Infant Jesus. Faith comes 
alive when we work together to spread it. 

 
Pensamientos A Lo Largo Del Camino 

  

Obispo Liam Cary 
 

Viviendo Nuestra Fe  
 

 Pedro, Santiago, y Juan— los tres pescadores 
experimentados—no necesitaban que nadie les dijera 
donde echar sus redes. Pero “esa noche no pescaron 
nada”. Derrotados y desalentados hacia el amanecer, no 
esperaban que nadie los observara desde la orilla a esa 
hora; pero Alguien sí. “Echen sus redes hacia el lado 
derecho”, les dijo Jesús, “y encontrarán algo”. En efecto 
así lo hicieron—más peces de lo que podían jalar. 
 El observador de la costa quien llamó a su 
incomprensiva obediencia había convertido el fracaso 
total en un éxito inimaginable. Y las manos de ellos 
mismos lo habían ocasionado. El recuerdo permaneció en 
ellos. “Debemos obedecer a Dios en lugar de los 
hombres”, responderían más tarde cuando los líderes 
Judíos les ordenaron “dejar de enseñar en ese nombre”. 
Sabían que la pesca que habían hecho esa mañana era un 
puro regalo de Dios, por lo que tenían que regalar a otros 
lo que había llenado su red con tanta abundancia 
desbordante. De los Apóstoles aprendemos cómo vivir la 
fe que recibimos de ellos. 
 Ustedes y yo, sin embargo, no comenzamos nuestro 
camino de fe en un lago, sino en tierra. Como el Niño 
Jesús que caminaba por la calle de la mano de María y 
José en el póster de la Apelación  del Obispo de este año, 



necesitamos el apoyo, el buen ejemplo, y la guía de 
“aquellos  que nos aman en la fe”, como los llama San 
Pablo (Tito 3:15). Al igual que María y José dirigiendo a 
Jesús, aquellos que nos educaron a ser Católicos 
encarnaban el deseo del salmista: “Hablarán del Señor a 
la generación venidera” (Salmo 22:31).  
 Podemos ayudar a hablar de Él también nosotros por 
apoyar la Apelación Anual del Obispo. Los fondos que 
fluyen en la Apelación desde todo el Este de Oregon lo 
hacen posible por la Diócesis de Baker echar la red del 
Evangelio más lejos y más ancho de lo que nuestras 
parroquias individuales pueden hacer por sí mismas. 
 Para dar un buen ejemplo, este próximo Junio el 
Diácono Steve Garza será ordenado sacerdote en Bend. 
Los fondos que se contribuyeron a la Apelación del 
Obispo por cada parroquia en la Diócesis han apoyado 
los estudios de este feligrés de Hermiston en el seminario. 
Como Padre Steve él pasará el resto de sus días pescando 
hombres en las parroquias que han sostenido su vocación. 
Y los otros seminaristas que Dios nos ha enviado 
dependen de la Apelación del Obispo para seguir su 
camino hacia el sacerdocio también. 
 Mientras tanto, los catequistas parroquiales y líderes 
juveniles ya están trabajando duro en el mar. Semana tras 
semana ellos echan sus redes en las aguas agitadas por la 
tormenta para “pescar” las mentes y los corazones de los 
jóvenes. Así como María y Jesús ayudaron al Niño Jesús a 
poner un pie en frente del otro en la imagen de la 
Apelación de este año, así también estos servidores 
indispensables les muestran a nuestros niños y nietos 
cómo mantener su balance como Cristianos y caminar 
hacia la Luz que ilumina nuestra oscuridad. Para hacer 
bien su trabajo, ellos recurren al Simposio Catequético 
diocesano, los campamentos diocesanos en el verano, y la 
Conferencia de Jóvenes Católicos en Idaho—todos de los 
cuales son financiados en total o en parte por la 
Apelación Anual del Obispo. 
 Esa noche en el mar estuvieron todas las manos en la 
cubierta de la barca—y ninguna de ellas ociosa, porque la 
gran captura de peces dependía de que todos prestaran su 
fuerza al esfuerzo comun. Los peces eran demasiados y su 
peso era demasiado pesado para subirlos a la barca, así 
que los Apóstoles simplemente arrastraron la red llena 
hasta la orilla. Allí, una vez más con Jesús, compartieron 
la alegría de vivir la fe juntos.  
 Piensen en los Apóstoles allá en el mar cuando 
consideran una donación a Viviendo Nuestra Fe, la 
Apelación Anual del Obispo 2019. Piensen en María y 
José guiando los pasos vacilantes del Niño Jesús. 
Verdaderamente vivimos la fe cuando trabajamos juntos 
para difundirla. 
 
 

2019 BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 

Ways in which we served You last year. . . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Completing your pledge card  

Please complete the pledge card included in your 
mailing packet or use the in-pew Commitment Weekend 
pledge form provided at Mass in your Parish. 

Online Giving - For your convenience, please visit our 
online giving portal at https://giving.parishsoft.com/g3/ to 
make your gift or pledge payments online using a credit 
card or check. 

Text to Give - New this year, make your gift securely 
from your smartphone. Text to (541) 369-4530. 

Gifts of Cash - Checks should be made payable to the 
“Bishop’s Annual Appeal.”  

Pledge your gift over ten months - A gift to the BAA may 
be paid over ten months. If possible, please include your 
first month’s payment when you mail your pledge. 

Year-’Round Giving - Give the same amount every month 
through bank or credit card draft — no more reminders, 
more money for our ministries. 

Gifts of Securities - Federal tax laws allow a charitable 
deduction for the full market value of the securities on 
the date of your gift. 

BISHOP CARY’S SCHEDULE 
May 19 9:00 AM Confirmation, St. Pius X,  
 Klamath Falls 
May 21 7:00 PM Confirmation, Madras 
May 24 5:30 PM Potluck & 6:30 PM Conference,  
 “The Storm in the Church”, Baker City 
May 25 9:00 AM Confessions, Baker City 
May 25 2:00 PM Mass, Halfway 
May 25 6:00 PM Mass, Baker City 
May 26 9:30 AM Mass, Baker City 
May 26 11:30 AM Mass, North Powder 
June 1 5:30 PM Confirmation, Redmond 
June 2 10:00 AM Confirmation, LaPine 
June 2 3:30 PM Confirmation, Christmas Valley 

Living Our Faith  
Viviendo Nuestra Fe 

https://giving.parishsoft.com/g3/


Spaghetti Feed — a Sign of Feeding the Hungry  
 

  On Fat Tuesday, March 2nd, Saint 
Elizabeth Parish served a spaghetti 
dinner following the good example of 
St. Elizabeth of Hungry who fed the 
poor during her lifetime. This reminds 
us of the Miracle of Roses when the 
bread that little Elizabeth was carrying, 
secretly turned into roses when it was 
shown to her father, King Andrew.  
 The parishioners organized the spaghetti dinner in 
continuation of the parish’s 80th anniversary (November 
2018) and to honor their patroness, St. Elizabeth of 
Hungary, for her continuous intercession before God for 
the parish.                              Submitted by Fr. Christie Tissera 

Saint Elizabeth Shared a Lenten Meal  
 

 Saint Elizabeth Parish joined 
the annual Lenten luncheon 
organized by the John Day 
Ministerial Association. Every 
Wednesday throughout Lent, 
Christian churches in John Day 
take a turn to serve a hot  meal 
of soup and bread as a gesture of 
sharing Lenten fellowship. After the meal everyone gathers 
to sing praise and reflect on God’s Word.  
 On Wednesday, March 20th, St. Elizabeth Parish 
served the Lenten luncheon. The ladies of the parish 
organized a delicious meal with a variety of hot soups, 
bread and cookies which was shared by more than 50 
members from many churches in our town.  
 A prayer service with songs and sharing of the Word 
of God was conducted in the Church after the Lenten 
luncheon.  

Submitted by Fr. Christie Tissera 

Mortgage Goes up in Flames at  
St. Francis of Assisi in Bend  

 

 O n  M a r c h  3 0 t h ,  t h e 
community of St. Francis of Assisi 
burned their mortgage at the end of 
the 5:00 p.m. Mass with Bishop 
Cary presiding. 
 When Father Jose Thomas 
Mudakodiyil became pastor in July 
2016, the parish debt from the 2009 
construction of the new Church 
stood at $3.1 million from the $4.1 
million borrowed in 2008. After a 

year of consulting with parishioners, Fr. Jose determined 
that the community was ready to get the debt paid off. 
 In October 2017, he shared his 5 to 10 year vision for 
the parish and launched the Fulfilling the Past…Funding the 
Future campaign to pay off, what was by then, a $2.6 
million debt which stood in the way of achieving that 
vision. As Deacon Steve McGlone, a campaign co-chair, 
said, “It is not about money, but about pursuing our 
Mission to Evangelize and Educate.”  
 While the plan was to pay off the debt in 5 years, the 
Lord generously blessed this effort and the debt was paid 
off in 18 months! “The community rallied around Fr. 
Jose’s vision with gifts—both large and small—to eliminate 
the debt,” said Kevin Freihoefer, a campaign co-chair. 
 The rapid progress meant that the parish was able to 
accomplish several objectives even before the debt was 
paid off. Three nuns from the Salesian sisters in Texas 
joined the school staff and the parish built a convent for 
them in November 2018. Grief Support and Returning 

Catholics ministries were added, and a search was 
launched for a full-time Director of Youth and Young 
Adult Ministries. 
 Having no debt allows the parish to achieve the     
rest of Fr. Jose’s vision for the parish without additional 
fund-raising campaigns. Future plans will be renovating 
the downtown Historic church, constructing a new rectory 
at the 27th Street Church, adding a second access to       
its parking lot, hiring a Director of Hispanic ministry,    
and more.  
 “The final element of my vision is to create a 
$500,000 scholarship fund so that anyone who wants a 
Catholic education for their children can have it — even if 
it is beyond their means,” said Fr. Jose.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 When the flame was placed to the now fully paid-off 
mortgage, a great cheer erupted throughout the 
congregation in celebration of the their significant 
achievement. “Now it is time for us to do even more to 
share the Gospel of Jesus Christ,” Fr. Jose commented.  
“And we are ready for it.” 
              Submitted by Deacon Steve McGlone 


