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Joys of Advent 

 

This column first appeared in the 
                                        30 November 2014 Diocesan Chronicle 

 
 

 Each Advent turns our minds and hearts to the Mystery of     
the Word made Flesh—where He came from, how He got here, why 
He came. This liturgical focus lends a particular Advent coloration to 
the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary, especially the first three: the      
Annunciation, the Visitation, and the Birth of our Lord.  
         Advent invites me to personalize these Joyful Mysteries, to        
connect the hidden events in the early life of Jesus with the corre-
sponding events in my own. Does what happened to Jesus have      
anything to do with what happened to me? Can the Joyful “chapters” 
in Jesus’ story shed light on the unfolding tale that is mine?  

The first Joyful Mystery is The Annunciation to Mary. We could 
just as well call it The Conception of Jesus, for in the moment of 
Mary’s “Yes” to the Angel she conceives by the Holy Spirit, and the 
Eternal Son of the Father takes flesh in her womb. One moment He 
was not there; the next moment He was.  

 
 
 

        So it was with you and me in the moment of our conception. 
One second we did not exist; the next second we did. But the statisti-
cally unlikely coming together of our parents’ germ cells which 
brought this change into being was something we had absolutely 
nothing to do with. It was not we who set this life-forming process   
in motion nor did we bring it to completion. From start to finish it 
was pure gift, this joyful mystery of our conception. 

The same is true of the nine months we spent in the womb of 
our mother—a forgotten “memory” which the second Joyful Mystery, 
the Visitation, brings to mind. At Mary’s greeting, the child in        
Elizabeth’s womb leapt for joy at the nearness of the Child in    
Mary’s womb. No doubt we leapt too, in our mother’s womb. For 
that first earthly home was waiting to receive us, perfectly designed 
for our protection, growth, and development. But we were not    
there to design it, nor can we fathom the mind of its Designer.   
From the first month to the ninth it was pure gift, this joy-filled    
mystery of pregnancy. 
         In the dark and watery recesses of the womb our every need was 
effortlessly met. Had it been left to our decision, we would be there 
still; we would never have left. But, like Mary’s Child in the Third   
  

 

Joyful Mystery, we were suddenly cast out in the 
violent eruption of  our birth. And there waiting 
to receive us were the welcoming hands of our 
parents, a man and a woman made one by the 
complementary union of matrimony at the    
service of life.  
 We did not assign the time or place for our 
coming into this world; upon our arrival we 
found ourselves already placed. The joyful     
mystery of birth is pure gift. Everything has 
been prepared in advance for our coming. 
  Reflecting this Advent on Jesus’ concep-
tion, gestation, and birth—and on our own—    
we realize that every human being enters this 
world equally situated on the receiving end of 
Mystery. Someone has prepared a place for us   
at the Banquet of Life. Who are we to deny   
admission to another like ourselves when the 
Creator of the world has taken such great and 
loving care to make room for us? 

At Mary’s greeting, the child in Elizabeth’s womb leapt for 
joy at the nearness of the Child in Mary’s womb. 



BISHOP CARY’S SCHEDULE 
Dec 11 6:30 PM Penance Service, Prineville  

Dec 13 6:30 PM Penance Service, Redmond 

Dec 14 6:30 PM Penance Service, La Pine 

 
 
 
Appreciation for 106 Measure Effort  

    

 On behalf of the Oregon Knights of Columbus,         
I wish to extend sincere appreciation for the great effort 
Brother Knights across the State did during the initial 
signature signing which eventually evolved to be a 
Measure of the recent State Ballot and for their on-going 
promotion of Ballot Measure 106 till the end. 
  The outcome somewhat coincides with what KC 
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson mentioned to me    
during our recent State Deputy Mid-Year Meeting this 
past weekend when I mentioned that Oregon has the 
great title as the “most un-churched state” in the 
union. He said, “You folks are still like missionaries in a 
new area.”  
  As Knights we will continue our efforts to promote 
respect-for-life in the womb. In the past 13 months, we 
have placed five new ultrasound machines in four areas 
throughout Oregon (Bend, Medford, Canby, and Salem) 
and it appears another area has interest in having one. 
These have proven their effectiveness in making young 
mothers aware of the miracle within of Life.  
 
Fraternally,    
  
 

Francis Mohr, State Deputy 
Oregon Knights of Columbus 
“Come Holy Spirit”     

 Pensamientos Del Camino  

                                                                                                   Obispo Liam Cary 
 

Alegría de Adviento 
 

    Esta columna apareció por primera vez en la  
    Crónica Diocesana del 30 de Noviembre de 2014. 

 
 

   Cada Adviento vuelve nuestra mente y corazón al 
misterio de la Palabra hecha carne—de donde vino, cómo 
llegó hasta aquí, por qué vino. Este enfoque litúrgico  
presta una coloración particular a los Misterios Gozosos 
del Rosario, sobre todo los primeros tres: la Anunciación, 
la Visitación y el Nacimiento de nuestro Señor. 
  Adviento me invita a personalizar estos Misterios 
Gozosos, para conectar los eventos ocultos en la vida 
temprana de Jesús con los eventos correspondientes a la 
mía. ¿Lo que le sucedió a Jesús tiene algo que ver con lo 
que me pasó a mí? ¿Pueden los “capítulos” alegres de la 
historia de Jesús dar luz a la historia que se desarrolla en   
la mía? 
 El primer misterio gozoso es la Anunciación a María. 
Podríamos  llamarlo la Concepción de Jesús, porque en el 
momento del “Sí” de  María al ángel, ella concibe por obra 
del Espíritu Santo, y el Hijo Eterno del Padre toma carne 
en su vientre. Un momento Él no estaba allí; en el 
momento siguiente si estaba. 
  Así fue con usted y conmigo en el momento de 
nuestra concepción. Un segundo no existimos; en el 
segundo siguiente si existíamos por medio de la unión de 
las células germinales de nuestros padres. Pero este cambio 
misterioso fue algo en lo cual nosotros nada tuvimos que 
ver. No fuimos nosotros quienes iniciamos  este proceso 
de formación de vida, ni tampoco quienes lo 
completamos. De principio a fin, este alegre misterio de 
nuestra concepción, fue un don. 
  Lo mismo es cierto de los nueve meses que pasamos 
en el vientre de nuestra madre, un “recuerdo” olvidado 
que el Segundo Misterio Gozoso, la Visitación, nos 
recuerda. Al saludo de María, el niño en el vientre de 
Isabel saltó de alegría por la cercanía del niño en el vientre 
de María. Sin duda, nosotros  también saltaríamos, en el 
vientre de nuestra madre. Ese primer hogar terrenal estaba 
esperando para recibirnos, perfectamente diseñado para 
nuestra protección, crecimiento, y desarrollo. Pero no 
fuimos nosotros quienes lo diseñamos, ni podemos 
penetrar la mente de su Diseñador. Desde el primer mes 
hasta el noveno fue un puro don, este misterio del 
embarazo, lleno de alegría. 

En los oscuros y acuosos recovecos de la matriz   todas 
nuestras necesidades fueron satisfechas sin esfuerzo 
nuestro. Si hubiera sido nuestra la decisión, estaríamos allí 
todavía; nunca hubiéramos salido. Pero, al igual que   el 
Hijo de María en el Tercer Misterio Gozoso, fuimos 
echados fuera de repente en la erupción violenta de 
nuestro nacimiento. Y allí esperando para recibirnos y 
darnos la bienvenida estaban las manos de nuestros 

padres—un hombre y una mujer hechos un solo ser por      
la unión complementaria del matrimonio al servicio de      
la vida. 

Nosotros no asignamos el momento ni el lugar para 
nuestra entrada a este mundo; a nuestra llegada nos 
encontramos ya colocados. El misterio gozoso del 
nacimiento es puro don. Todo ha sido preparado con 
anticipación para nuestra llegada. 

Reflexionando este Adviento en la concepción, 
gestación, y nacimiento, de Jesús, y en el nuestro propio 
nos damos cuenta de que todo ser humano llega a  este 
mundo por igual, situado en la recepción del Misterio. 
Alguien ha preparado un lugar para nosotros en el 
banquete de la vida. ¿Quiénes somos nosotros para negar 
la admisión a otro ser como a nosotros mismos cuando el 
Creador del mundo ha tenido tan gran y amoroso 
cuidado para hacer lugar para nosotros? 



Parish News:  St. Joseph, Prineville 
  St. Joseph Catholic Church is now accepting 
applications for the position of Secretary/Bookkeeper.  
Hours are Monday through Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. Salary determined based on experience.   
 Send resume to stjosephparish@bendbroadband.com 
or PO Box 1315.  Phone number: 541-447-6475. 

Priestly Ordination Anniversaries     
 Congratulations to the following as they celebrate 
their ordination anniversaries during December. 
 

Rev. Paul Antao, SDB, La Pine   Dec. 18, 1999 
Rev. Eduardo Nebelung, Hermiston Dec. 21, 1984 
Rev. Dennis Strachota, Retired, Bend Dec. 23, 1967 
Rev. Thomas Philip, OSH, Lakeview Dec. 28, 1998 
Rev. Tomy Chowaran, Hood River  Dec. 29, 1999 
Rev. Saji Thomas, CMI , La Grande   Dec. 31, 2005 
Rev. Anish Philip, OSH, Nyssa   Dec. 31, 2009 
  

      We are most grateful for the years of service of all our 
Priests and Bishop. Please keep them in your prayers. 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
   

 

“Would Zacchaeus use a DAF  
if he was with us today?” 

 
 

 

 We all remember Zacchaeus who climbed a tree      
to see far enough out so that he could see his salvation, 
Jesus Christ, coming. Do we all see what is coming? 
Probably not. But have you looked at the impact of our 
new tax law and limitation of State and Local Tax and 
combined Standard Deduction of Personal & Dependent 
Exemption? All this said, we all will have a much tougher 
time getting past the new thresholds to be able to write 
off many expenses...historically reducing our taxes. Just 
like Zacchaeus who was called to action, I too encourage 
you to look at the bundle options of a Donor Advised 
Fund (DAF) with your advisers before December 31st.   

 
 

 Let’s do a simple calculation of your NEW 
combined, standard deduction, of personal and 
dependent exemptions:     

 

 Single under age 65 = $12,000   

 Single over age 65 = $13,300   

 Married under age 65 = $24,000   

 Married over age 65 = $26,300  

 Now subtract the NEWLY limited State and Local 
Tax (SALT) exemption of $10,000 and you can 
quickly see that it is going to take a new strategy to 
come up with the necessary write-offs to lower 
your taxes this year.   

     

 Zacchaeus got the good news as will you! The 
government has allowed a little known secret called 
Donor Advised Funds (DAF). You are allowed to 
“Bundle” Charitable Contribution (combining several 
years of customary donations) into a single year, enabling 
itemized deductions, reducing your taxes.   
 Wait, there is more...you can avoid capital gains by 
transfer appreciated assets (i.e. stocks, mutual funds or   
real estate that has grown nicely over time) at their   
original cost.   
 And if that is not enough...your higher (current sale) 
price of the transferred appreciated asset is the amount of 
your gift write off.   
 Lastly, there is no need to write checks...just send a 
message or schedule regular donations right out of your 
DAF to your church, diocese, school fund raisers, 
etc.  You and your spouse now have a Charitable Giving 
Account that can be used over years to come. It also 
makes a great tool to help educate your children and 
grandchildren on the blessing of giving and can be passed 
down to them to manage.         

  God’s love for us was a gift — His Son — who also 
gave all that he had. The more we embrace His Spirit,     
the closer we come to understanding the joy of 
giving. Zacchaeus is a great example of how the Lord’s 
salvation touches our hearts and changes the way we look 
at things. You may want to look at all that God has given 
us and how we give back to God through DAFs. This tool 
provides an easier way to give the same amount (or more) 
and save money on your taxes. 95% of Americans will, 
most likely, not itemize and benefit from their charitable 
giving. We work too hard for our money — it is worth 
asking about Donor Advised Funds as they are the future 
of charitable giving! 
  Feel free to call me soon to discuss DAFs and how 
our Catholic Community Foundation can help you to 
leave a legacy. 
 

Your Faithful and Educated Steward, 

Mark French, Executive Director 
The Legacy of Faith Catholic Community  
Foundation of Oregon 
(541) 388-4004 
Mark@dioceseofbaker.org  

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS IN BEND 
      The Extraordinary Form (Latin) Mass is now offered 
every Sunday at 1:00 p.m. at Saint Francis of Assisi 
Historic Church. A High Mass (Sung Mass) is offered on 
the second and fourth Sundays. Confessions will be 
heard before Mass on these Sundays from 12:15 to 12:45. 
      If you would like to be added to a Mass schedule 
notification email list, please send your request to John 
Driscoll at johncdriscoll1068@gmail.com. 

mailto:stjosephparish@bendbroadband.com
mailto:mark@dioceseofbaker.org
mailto:johncdriscoll1068@gmail.com


 

 “The High School camp was 
a wonderful experience. The 
kids had time to decompress 
and focus on their faith. 
Mul t imedia presentat ions 
helping campers learn practical 
ways to make better decisions 
and recognize when fear is 
leading them away from God 
were very powerful. We are so 
grateful for the time spent with a 
great group of youth, delicious 
food, and comfortable and warm 
accommodations. 
  

 Thank you especially to Josh  
Schaan, our new Director of 
Evangelization and Catechesis.”         

         

             -Angela Bonzani: Mom/   
      Chaperone/MS Camp 

Middle School and High School Youth Middle School and High School Youth   

Enjoy their DownEnjoy their Down--time at time at   

Day of the Spirit and Day of the Son Retreats in November.Day of the Spirit and Day of the Son Retreats in November.  

“Camp was extremely fun and brought me closer to God and helped me better understand His word.”  Jack 

  “Being actively involved in youth programs at the parish and 
diocesan level have served as an anchor experience for the 
development of my faith as an adult. So, as a mom, I prioritize 
access to experiences for my daughters. Consistently attending 
diocesan camps and retreats means they have started to gain 
familiarity with others across the diocese, feeling a stronger sense 
of community among Catholic youth (and adults). Over time, the 
retreat center has also become a place of comfort - everything from 
the peace of the chapel, to Marcy’s cooking, to the warmth of the 
campfire. Attending with my girls as a chaperone means I have 
access to what they experienced in order to continue the 
conversation beyond the retreat with more specific details or to be 

able to point out connections between events in their day to day 
lives and concepts at the events. 
  At this year’s Day of the Spirit and Day of the Son retreats, I 
appreciated that Josh focused on Ignatian discernment of spirits in a 
way that was developmentally appropriate for them to understand 
the concepts and to consider direct application for this phase in their 
lives. This contributes to a critical foundation for them to discern 
God’s will for their lives over time. At each experience, I am always 
able to see some fruits of how the retreats have impacted youth in 
attendance, and I know there is much more at work under the 
surface, which makes traveling the 285 miles from La Grande to 
Powell Butte worth it.”  -Amanda Villagomez, Mom/Chaperone/MS Camp 

  

 “I think through the years I’ve gone to 
the Day of the Spirit it’s been a wonderful 
experience. I love going mostly because 
the cooking is amazing, but that’s not all 
the Mass and Adoration is nice because  
it’s good to spend an hour with God. I 
also love seeing my friends that don’t live      
near me.”   -Parker 

 

  

 “The Day of the Spirit Retreat helped 
me to really understand things that I 
haven’t been able to understand. I made 
some amazing friends that I know I’ll 
have forever. It was a completely new 
experience that I haven’t had when I was 
there before. It was amazing.”  -Nora 


