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ST. JOSPEH, PRINEVILLE

Leslie Tapia

Sunday, May 6th, nineteen youths received the
sacrament of First Holy Communion from Father Joseph
Kunnelaya at the 9:00 AM Mass. A special breakfast was
served by the Knights of Columbus in our parish hall
following the ceremony.

Taylor Thomas

Adrian Rosales

Ensley Edgerly

Huber Vargas

It was a wonderful evening at St. Joseph Church
on June 6th as 22 candidates received the sacrament of
Confirmation from Bishop Liam Cary in front of their
family and friends. Since our church roof is being
renovated, we had our celebration in the Parish Hall. This
joyful occasion was witnessed by many of our parishioners.
All were enlightened by Bishops Cary’s inspiring homily.
Submitted by Barbara Dalton, Director of Religious Education

CLERGY ASSIGNMENTS
IN THE DIOCESE OF BAKER
Father Andrew Syzmakowski, JCL, has
been assigned as full-time Judicial Vicar
effective June 19. He will also remain the
Priest for the Latin Masses in Bend.
Father Paul Antao will move from
his temporary assignment in Baker City
to become the Administrator of Holy
Redeemer Parish in LaPine, and its
missions of Christmas Valley, Gilchrist,
and Sunriver, effective June 29.

Father Suresh Kumar Telegani will
become the Administrator of St. Francis de
Sales Cathedral, and its missions of Halfway
and North Powder, effective June 29.

Father Joseph Puthiyath Thomas will
become the priest in residence at St. Edward
the Martyr church in Sisters, effective July 1.
Father Rick Fischer has been appointed
as Administrator of St. Edward the Martyr
church in Sisters, effective May 8. He will
remain Pastor of St. Patrick in Madras, and its
mission of Warm Springs.

Thoughts Along the Way
Bishop Liam Cary

The Question of Communion
Five hundred years after it began, the Protestant
Reformation made its presence felt this spring in the land
of its birth when the Catholic bishops of Germany
proposed to admit Protestant spouses in mixed marriages
to receive Holy Communion at Mass.
The significance of their decision did not go
unnoticed. “Who can receive the Eucharist, and when,
and why, are not merely German questions,” Archbishop
Charles Chaput of Philadelphia pointed out. “If, as
Vatican II said, the Eucharist is the . . . seal of our
Catholic unity, then the answers to these questions . . .
concern all of us.” Pope Francis agreed and declined to
approve the proposal.
The debate the German bishops provoked reminded
me of a respectful letter I received ten years ago from a
Protestant disappointed at not being invited to come
forward for Communion at a funeral Mass for his friend.
I wrote back as follows.
“I take it from you letter, Frank, that you are not
Catholic; so I certainly do not expect you to believe as
Catholics do. Therefore, out of respect for your right to
believe differently, I did not ask you to come forward for
Communion—that is, I did not invite you to profess
yourself in public to be a Catholic.”
“For we Catholics consider the reception of Holy
Communion to be the public profession of Catholic faith.
When the Body and Blood of Christ is handed to us,
we say ‘Amen.’ That’s shorthand for ‘I believe Jesus
Christ is really present here as the Catholic Church says
He is.’ Pry our ‘Amen’ open a bit further and you find an
even fuller confession: ‘I believe in the Catholic Church,
which makes this intimate Communion with Jesus
possible. I accept the Christ-given authority of the pope
and of the bishops, who send us priests to forgive our sins
in Confession and gather us into Communion at Mass.
I believe what the Catholic Church teaches about the
Virgin Mary and the saints (whom we always remember in
the Eucharistic prayer) and about the need to pray for the
dead (which we do at every Mass).’ In short, the simple
public action of receiving Communion at Mass ‘speaks’
this confession: ‘I am a Catholic.’”
In sharp contrast, intercommunion with Protestants
would quickly blur these Church-defining differences,
because, in the words of Archbishop Chaput, the German
proposal envisions “a sharing in Holy Communion even
when there is not true Church unity.”
The German bishops would open the Communion
line to centuries-old, mutually contradictory Protestant
understandings of the Eucharist on an equal footing with

millennia-old Catholic reverence for the Bread of Life
really present. But such a change would, in Archbishop
Chaput’s phrase, “insert a falsehood” into the heart of the
Sacrament of Unity: “to say by one’s actions, ‘I am in
communion with this community,’ when one is
demonstrably not in communion with that community.”
The Way to the fullness of Life in Christ passes through
the Truth of His promise to be with His Church to the
end of time.
Thinking through these clearly foreseeable
consequences of intercommunion takes me back to the
closing words of my ten-year-old letter. They have not
gone out of date. “Frank, you and I find ourselves caught
up in the sad legacy of Protestant-Catholic separation.
The best way I know to overcome the distance between us
is to recognize differences where they exist and respect
each other’s right to maintain them as we think we must.
That’s what I meant to do at Jack’s funeral Mass.”

Pensamientos Del Camino
Obispo Liam Cary

La Pregunta sobre Comunión
Quinientos años después de que comenzara, la
Reforma Protestante hizo sentir su presencia esta
primavera en la tierra de su nacimiento cuando los
obispos Católicos de Alemania propusieron admitir a
cónyuges Protestantes en matrimonios mixtos para recibir
la Sagrada Comunión en la Misa.
El significado de su decisión no pasó
desapercibida. “Quien pueda recibir la Eucaristía, y
cuándo, y por qué, no son meramente preguntas
alemanas”, señaló el Arzobispo Charles Chaput de
Philadelphia. “Si . . . la Eucaristía es . . . el sello de nuestra
unidad Católica, entonces las respuestas a estas
preguntas . . . nos conciernen a todos”. El Papa Francisco
estuvo de acuerdo y se negó a aprobar la propuesta.
El debate que provocaron los obispos Alemanes me
recordó de una carta respetuosa que recibí hace diez años
de un Protestante decepcionado al no ser invitado a pasar
para la Comunión en una Misa de funeral para su amigo.
Yo le contesté lo siguiente.
“Entiendo por su carta, Frank, que usted no es
Católico; así que ciertamente no espero que usted crea
como lo hacen los Católicos. Por lo tanto, por respeto a
su derecho a creer de forma diferente, no le pedi que
pasara hacia la Comunión—es decir, no lo invité a
profesar en público que es Católico”.
“Para nosotros los Católicos la recepción de la
Sagrada Comunión es la profesión maxima de la fe
Católica. Cuando el Cuerpo y la Sangre de Cristo nos son
entregados, decimos ‘Amén’. Es la abreviatura de ‘Yo creo

que Jesucristo está verdaderamente presente aquí, como
dice la Iglesia Católica que lo está’. Abra un poco más
nuestro ‘Amén’ y encontrará una confesión aún más
completa: ‘Yo creo en la Iglesia Católica, que hace posible
esta íntima Comunión con Jesucristo. Yo acepto la
autoridad dada por Cristo al Papa y a los obispos, que nos
envían sacerdotes para que perdonen nuestros pecados en
la Confesión y nos reúnan para la Comunión en la Misa.
Yo creo lo que la Iglesia Católica nos enseña sobre la
Virgen María y los santos (a quienes siempre recordamos
en la plegaria Eucarística) y sobre la necesidad de rezar por
los difuntos (lo que hacemos en cada Misa)’. En resumen,
la simple acción pública de recibir la Comunión en Misa
‘habla’ esta confesión: ‘Yo soy Católico’”.
En agudo contraste, la inter-comunión con los
Protestantes rápidamente empañaría éstas diferencias
definitorias de la Iglesia, porque, en las palabras del
Arzobispo Chaput, la propuesta Alemán imagina “un
intercambio en la Sagrada Comunión incluso cuando no
haya una verdadera unidad de la Iglesia”.
Los obispos Alemanes abririan la fila de Comunión a
entendimientos Protestantes de la Eucaristía de siglos atrás,
mutuamente contradictorios, en pie de igualdad con la
reverencia Católica milenaria por el Pan de Vida realmente
presente. Pero tal cambio, en palabras del Arzobispo
Chaput, “introduciría una falsedad” en el corazón del
Sacramento de la Unidad: “decir por nuestras propias
acciones, ‘Yo estoy en comunión con esta comunidad’,
cuando uno ciertamente no está en comunión con esa
comunidad”. El Camino a la plenitud de la Vida en Cristo
pasa por la Verdad de Su promesa de estar con Su Iglesia
hasta el final de los tiempos.
Pensando de estas consecuencias claramente
previsibles de la inter-comunión me lleva de vuelta a las
palabras finales de mi carta de hace diez años. Todavia
tienen que ver a nuestra situacion actual. “Frank, usted y
yo nos encontramos atrapados en el triste legado de la
separación Protestante-Católica. La mejor manera que
conozco de superar la distancia entre nosotros es reconocer
la diferencias donde existen y respetar el derecho uno al
otro de mantenerlas como creemos que debemos hacerlo.
Eso es lo que quise hacer en la Misa fúnebre de Jack”.

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS IN BEND
The Extraordinary Form (Latin) Mass is offered at
1:00 p.m. every 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month at St.
Francis of Assisi Historic Church. The next EF Masses will
be July 8, July 22, August 12 and August 26.
Confessions are available prior to Mass from 12:15 to
12:45 p.m. The Church’s front doors are unlocked at
12:00 p.m.
If you would like to be added to a Mass schedule
notification email list, please send your request to
johncdriscoll1068@gmail.com and if you are interested in
being an Altar Server or singing in the schola, please
contact Stephanie Swee at swee0574@gmail.com .

BISHOP CARY’S SCHEDULE
July 15 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 1:00 PM Masses, Hood River
July 18 10:30 AM, St. Alphonsus Health System meeting,
Redmond
July 19 1:30 PM Prison Mass, Deer Ridge Correction
Institution, Madras
July 21 5:30 PM Parish Potluck & Conference, Chiloquin
July 22 9:00 AM Mass, Chiloquin
July 28 5:30 PM Mass, Redmond
July 28 7:00 PM Knights of Columbus State Officers
Dinner Meeting, Redmond
July 29 12:30 PM Spanish Mass & Acolyte Installation,
Bend

SHARING OUR FAITH
APPEAL UPDATE
Thank you to all who have answered Bishop Cary’s
call to participate in the 2018 Bishop’s Annual Appeal.
The Appeal touches all of us, both personally and in
our parishes, in ways we may not realize. And through
your support of BAA-funded ministries, programs, and
services, we are able to impact the lives of thousands each
day in our diocese and beyond.
Your generosity inspires others to follow in your
example to participate. However large or small your
contribution might be, it will help us to reach our goal.
As of the end of June, over 1,500 families had made
donations and/or pledges, achieving 70% of our $625,000
goal. 57 parishes/missions have participated and 14 had
met and exceeded their goal!
For your convenience, donations to the Appeal can
also be made online at www.dioceseofbaker.org. We
appreciate your generosity.
Parishes that have succeeded in
100% of goal in May and June:















Holy Family, Christmas Valley
Our Lady of the Snows, Gilchrist
Our Lady of the Valley, La Grande
Thank You!
Sacred Heart, Union
St. Alphonsus, Dufur
St. Anne, Monument
Parishes that have reached
St. Anthony, North Powder
over 90% of goal in May
St. Helen, Pilot Rock
and June:
St. James, Bly
 St. Elizabeth, John Day
St. Patrick, Lakeview
 St. Joseph, Prineville
St. Pius X, Wallowa
 St. Katherine, Enterprise
St. Richard, Adel
 St. Patrick, Madras
St. Thomas, Crane
 St. Patrick, Vale
St. Thomas, Plush

Youth & Young Adult Rally Brought Many Blessings
At the Pendleton Convention Center on June 9th,
over 100 youth and young adults gathered for the first
annual Northern Deanery Youth Rally under the theme,
“Blessed to Be a Blessing.” They were greeted with praise
and worship music of 3MoreBand out of the Diocese of
Phoenix. This talented group of three siblings and several
friends shared their personal faith journeys through music
and testimony. The band’s name, they said, was inspired
by their home parish’s patron, St. John Vianney, of whom
the devil complained, “If there were only three more like
you, my kingdom would be destroyed.” They made the
decision to use their gifts and talents for that purpose and
challenged the day’s participants to do the same.
David Bisonó, Evangelization Director for the
Diocese of Baker, centered his talk on the Biblical story of
Jacob wrestling with God. “A blessing before its time is a
burden,” trust in God’s timing, He has so many blessings
he wants to bestow; cling to Him!
Father Saji Kumbungal Thomas from Our Lady of
the Valley Parish, LaGrande, emphasized how much God
loves us. We are called to share that love with others. He
also pointed out how many parishes in the Northern
Deanery are named for Our Lady. Go to her for guidance,
she will always lead you to her son.
Father Luiz Flores-Alva from Our Lady of Guadalupe
Parish, Boardman, delved into the reality of suffering,

offering the perspective that the trials of this life may be
God’s “mercies in disguise,” hit home by the powerful
lyrics of the song, Blessings, by Laura Story: “What if your
blessings come through raindrops? What if your healing
comes through tears?”
Following Eucharistic Adoration and opportunities
for the Sacrament of Confession, we attended Mass in the
early afternoon, celebrated by Father Charles Nnabuife of
St. Francis of Assisi, Milton-Freewater.
The final speakers of the day were Hermiston teens,
Anna Klein and JoAnna Pihl who shared their experiences
from Camp Joshua, a leadership retreat put on by Oregon
Right to Life. They emphasized that life is a blessing “from
conception until natural death” and challenged their
fellow teens to counteract the culture of death in which we
live by being an instrument of hope.
The final talk of the day was given by another Our
Lady of Angels parishioner and soon-to-be diocesan
seminarian, Zach Vandehay. He shared his personal
vocation journey and encouraged prayer and reading of
Scripture to help discern each person’s unique vocation.
This Youth & Young Adult Rally is only the
beginning; another is planned for this fall in Hood River.
May each serve to “Light a Fire” in the Diocese of Baker!
Submitted by Theresa Pihl, Catechist, Our Lady of Angels

