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T H E  
News of the Diocese of Baker 

Day of the Spirit & Day of the Son 
Totus Tuus Maria! (Totally Yours, Mary!) 

To Jesus Through Mary  
 

  The 2017 Day of the Spirit Middle School 
Retreat was well attended with 65 youth from all 
around the Diocese. The youth enthusiastically 
welcomed Sister Maximillian Marie, a Bend native, 
and Sister Cora Rose, a Burns native. Both Sisters 
came to us from the ever expanding Religious Order 
of “The Sisters of Mary Mother of the Eucharist” 
located in Ann Arbor, Michigan. This Order was only 
established in 1997, but has already grown to more 
than 140 young women with a joyful vocation to Jesus 
and Mary.  
  The 2017 Day of the Son High School Retreat   
was also well attended with 70 youth, 12 of which 
came to us from the small town of Boardman. The 
youth also offered honor and respect to our 
facilitators, Sister Maximillian Marie and Sister Maria 
Gemma. Sister Cora Rose returned to her studies at 
Eastern Michigan University after serving in The Day 
of the Spirit Retreat.  
  These prayerful retreats offered Mass and 
Confession each day, Eucharistic Adoration, Divine 
Mercy Chaplet, Rosary and the introduction of the 
Bible study meditation “Lexio Divina”. The Diocesan 
staff has received encouraging feedback from parents 
regarding the commitment of devotions of the youth 
who attended the retreats.  
 Special “Thank You” to Joe and June Hayes for 
facilitating both Retreats this year. 

Gerardo Butalid, musician for  
Day of the Spirit, Sr. Cora Rose, 

Sr. Maximillian Marie, 
and Bishop Cary 

Mass with Bishop Cary 

Sr. Maximillian Marie speaks  
to the Day of the Son youth. 

Ice skating with  
Sr. Maximillian Marie 

Ice skating with  
Sr. Maria Gemma 

Day of 
the 

Spirit  
 

Nov. 
3-5 

2017  

Day of 
the  
Son 

 
Nov. 
10-12 
2017  



 Thoughts Along the Way 
Bishop Liam Cary  

 

A Voice Crying Out  
in the Desert 

 
 

   No one in Israel had ever done what the Baptist was 
doing in the Jordan. It was unheard of to baptize 
repentant sinners publicly one by one. Word of the 
novelty got around. People came from far and wide to 
wade toward him in the water or watch in wonderment 
from the shore.  
  Who was this man anyway? What in the world was  
he up to? Everyone asked these questions. Some visiting 
priests from Jerusalem had the nerve to fling them in the 
Baptizer’s face. His answer was a model of intriguing 
concision:  he told them he was not the Christ, not Elijah, 
not the Prophet. They would find in him no king, 
wonderworker, or lawgiver.  
  John’s threefold denial only baffled his questioners 
the more. If he wasn’t Christ, Elijah, or Prophet, then 
what was his baptizing for? What on earth did it mean? 
These men expected an answer they could get their hands 
around, an answer that would make sense of the widely 
appealing behavior John had made peculiarly his own. 
“Who are you, so we can give an answer to those who   
sent us?”  
  It was a natural cycle of curiosity: people went out to 
see for themselves the strange events they’d heard were 
taking place in the desert, and the activity they witnessed 
there led them to question John’s identity. Watching what 
John did led them to wonder who he was. 
  John’s reply revealed that he’d worked through that 
question himself. His identity was not to be found in 
splendid or rugged isolation, nor did his activity result 
from self-determination. Rather, he describes himself in 
Scripture as someone always and everywhere in relation to 
Another, whose sandal strap he was unworthy to loose. 
John confessed himself to be nothing more than a “voice” 
clearing a path in the darkness for the Word of Life to 
shine forth God’s saving light.  
  John knew very well that “he was not the light.” 
Rather he had been “sent from God” in order to “testify 
to the light.” His baptizing bore witness that “the true 
light that enlightens every man was coming into the 
world.” And that light bearer, John claimed, was “one 
who is mightier than I.” 
  You did not need to hear these clarifying words to 
sense that there was more to the man clothed in camel’s 
hair than met the eye. For according to St. Mark, “all the 
country of Judea and all the people of Jerusalem” went 
out to him to be plunged into the waters of hope. They 
came in advance of explanation. They didn’t wait on the 
priests’ questions and John’s answers to respond to his 

unauthorized, out-of-nowhere call to repentance. They 
simply stepped away from the ground beneath their feet 
into the flowing stream of the Jordan, not knowing where 
it might carry them, but trusting that it would wash them 
up on a new shore, where the crooked, conflicted paths of 
their life could be made straight. 
  Watching what John did led his observers to wonder 
who he was. And that led them to wonder who they were 
and what they were doing or not doing about it. Is it any 
different for us, looking on 2,000 years later? Don’t we 
too long to “recognize” the “One who is mightier,” to 
“believe in His name,” and to receive “power to become 
children of God”? That is still the inviting promise of the 
voice crying in the desert.    
 

 
Pensamientos Del Camino  

Obispo Liam Cary 
 

La Voz Clamando en el Desierto  
 

  Nadie en Israel había hecho lo que el Bautista estaba 
haciendo en el Jordán. Era inaudito el bautizar 
públicamente a pecadores arrepentidos uno por uno. 
Noticia de la novedad se extendió. La gente venía de 
todas partes para caminar hacia él en el agua o mirar con 
asombro desde la orilla. 
  ¿Quién era este hombre? ¿Qué es lo que estaba 
haciendo? Todos hacían estas preguntas. Algunos 
sacerdotes visitantes de Jerusalén se atrevieron a 
gritárselas en cara al Bautista. Su respuesta fue un modelo 
de concisión intrigante: les dijo que él no era el Cristo, ni 
Elías, ni el Profeta. En él no encontrarían a un rey, a 
alguien que hiciera milagros, o a un legislador. 
  La triple negación de Juan aún más desconcertó a sus 
interrogadores. Si él no era el Cristo, ni Elías, ni el 
Profeta, entonces, ¿para qué bautizaba? ¿Qué significaba? 
Estos hombres esperaban una respuesta que pudieran 
agarrar  en sus manos, una respuesta que tendría sentido 
del comportamiento ampliamente atractivo que Juan 
había hecho peculiarmente el suyo. “¿Quién eres tú, para 
dar una respuesta a los que nos enviaron?” 
  Era un ciclo natural de curiosidad: la gente salió a ver 
por sí mismos los extraños sucesos de los que habían 
escuchado y que tenían lugar en el desierto, y la actividad 
que presenciaron allí los llevó a cuestionar la identidad   
de Juan. Ver lo que hizo Juan los llevó a preguntarse 
quién era.  
  La respuesta de Juan reveló que él mismo había 
enfrentado esa pregunta. Su identidad no se encontraba 
en un aislamiento espléndido, ni su actividad resultó de la 
autodeterminación. Más bien, él se describe a sí mismo en 
las Escrituras como alguien siempre y en todas partes en 
relación con Otro, cuyas correas de la sandalia era indigno 
de desatar. Juan confesó que él mismo no era más que 



una “voz” despejando un camino en la oscuridad para 
que la Palabra de Vida brille la luz salvadora de Dios. 
  Juan sabía muy bien que “él no era la luz”. Más bien 
había sido “enviado por Dios” para “dar testimonio de la 
luz”. Su bautismo fue testigo de que “la verdadera luz que 
ilumina a cada hombre estaba llegando al mundo”. Y ese 
portador de la luz, decía Juan, era “uno que es más 
poderoso que yo”. 
  Tu no necesitabas escuchar estas palabras de 
clarificación para sentir que había más en el hombre 
vestido de pelo de camello que a primera vista. Porque 
según San Marcos, “Toda la región de Judea y todos los 
habitantes de Jerusalén acudían a él” para sumergirse     
en las aguas de la esperanza. Fueron antes de la 
explicación. No esperaron las preguntas de los sacerdotes 
y las respuestas de Juan para responder a su llamado        
al arrepentimiento que nadie había autorizado. 
Simplemente se alejaron del suelo bajo sus pies en la 
corriente fluyente del Jordán, sin saber hacia dónde 
podría llevarlos, pero confiando en que los llevaría hacia 
en una nueva orilla, donde los senderos torcidos y 
conflictivos de su vida podrían hacerse rectos. 
  Ver lo que hizo Juan los llevó a sus observadores a 
preguntarse quién era. Y eso los llevó a preguntarse a       
sí mismos quienes eran ellos y lo que estaban o no estaban 
haciendo al respecto. ¿Acaso es diferente para nosotros, 
observando la misma escena 2,000 años después? ¿No 
anhelamos también “reconocer” al “que es más 
poderoso”, “creer en su nombre" y recibir “poder para 
convertirnos en hijos de Dios”? Esa sigue siendo la 
promesa invitante de la voz que clama en el desierto.    

BISHOP CARY’S SCHEDULE 
Dec 18  6:30 PM Penance Service, Madras 
Dec 19  6:30 PM Penance Service, Bend 
Dec 20  6:30 PM Penance Service, La Pine 
Dec 23-26 Christmas in Baker City 
Dec 27  Catholic Healthcare meeting in Portland 
Dec 31  NW Bishop’s Annual Retreat 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS IN BEND 
      The Extraordinary Form (Latin) Mass is offered   
every 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month (beginning in 
September) at 1:00 PM at St. Francis of Assisi Historic 
Church.  All Masses are sung Masses. 
       Father Andrew Szymakowski will hear confessions 
after Mass upon request. 
 If you would like to be added to a Mass schedule 
notification email list, please send your request to 
johncdriscoll1068@gmail.com and if you are interested in 
being an Altar Server or singing in the schola, please 
contact Stephanie Swee at swee0574@gmail.com . 

December 24  No Scheduled EF Mass 
January 14  2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
January 28  Septuagesima Sunday 

ADVENT, COME LORD JESUS! 
The Third Week (Dec 17-23) 
 The joyful Sunday in Advent 
(known as “Gaudete”) is represented 
by a rose (or pink) candle. Each night 
during the third week, the mother of the family lights the 
pink, as well as the two previously burned purple candles. 
 

Suggested prayer:  As the birth of our Savior brightens 
our days, Lord help us to find joy in His love and in our 
love for one another. Keep our eyes open to the glory     
of your creation in each of us as we anticipate the 
celebrations of your ultimate love for humankind, the 
birth of Jesus Christ. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord.   Amen. 
 

The Fourth Week… 
 The father of the household lights all four candles in 
proper sequence during the fourth week. 
 

Suggested prayer:  Lord, show us 
how to see Christ’s light and feel 
His love. The mystery of Christ’s 
Incarnation is beyond our 
explanation, but we know Jesus by 
our faith. We proclaim His 
greatness and rejoice in the love 
and sacrifices He has showered 
upon us. We are longing for the coming of the  Christ 
Child, our Light and our Love; our Savior who brings us 
love that lasts forever. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord.   Amen. 

10TH NORTHWEST CATHOLIC  
MEN’S CONFERENCE 

  
  
 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger  
and abounding in steadfast love.  — Psalm 103/8 

  
  

February 23-24, 2018 
 

Speakers: 
  
 

Archbishop J. Peter Sartain, Archdiocese of Seattle 
———  

Bishop Liam Cary, Diocese of Baker 
———  

Fr. Luis M. Flores-Alva, Pastor,  
Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, Boardman 

 ———  

 

Fr. Kumar Udagandla, Pastor,  
St. Mary Church, Pendleton 

 ——— 

Dr. Luke Murray, Ph.D. Systematic Theology  
———  

Visit NW Catholic Men’s website at  www.nwcmg.com  
and look for more information in our next Chronicle on December 31st. 

mailto:johncdriscoll1068@gmail.com
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http://www.nwcmg.com


  CATHOLIC VOLUNTEER NETWORK is a national  
membership organization of Christian volunteer and 
mission programs that fosters and promotes full-time 
domestic and international service opportunities for 
people of all backgrounds, ages and skills. Catholic 
Volunteer Network supports and enhances the work of   
its member-ship by providing training and resources, 
networking opportunities, and national advocacy. 
 Established in 1963, Catholic Volunteer Network     
is an independent, nonprofit affiliate of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. It has promoted and 
facilitated the establishment of hundreds of volunteer and 
mission programs that have helped thousands to 
experience personal transformation by serving those in 
need throughout the world. Catholic Volunteer 
Network’s operations are supported through program 
membership fees, grants, and personal contributions.  
  

For a listing of volunteer opportunities, check out their 
book RESPONSE 2018 which features: 

 Comprehensive listings of 175+ full-time, faith-based 
volunteer programs. 

 Information about volunteer benefits including 
housing, health insurance, travel, living stipend, skills 
training, student loan deferral, and opportunities for 
personal and spiritual growth. 

 Programs offering service opportunities for 
individuals, families, and school/parish groups. 

 Available in print, e-book, and online searchable 
database.  (Your parish office will be receiving a 
copy of this book through the Diocese.) 

Job Opportunity:  Director  
St. Vincent de Paul Social Services 
 

Position Description:   
 The primary function of this position is to direct the 
overall operations of St. Vincent de Paul–Bend Social 
Services and to serve those in need. SVdP services include 
five-day food boxes, utility/propane help; prescription 
help, clothing, and affordable housing.  
 The SVdP Director is the lead spokesperson and 
community liaison for the services, mission, and 
operations, reporting directly to the Board President  
or his/her appointee. 
 

Contact information:  
To receive a complete job description and submit a 
resume please contact Stephanie Obad Schmor at (541) 
389-6643 or email at stvincentbend@gmail.com.  You 
may also contact  Lisa Burley at (541) 633-7142 or email 
at lisaburley99@gmail.com . 

Illuminating our Parishes 
 Although the first Mass at St. Joseph’s in Prineville   
was celebrated in 1880, the first church building was  
commissioned and then dedicated on May 23, 1915, as a 
Mission of St. Francis of Assisi in Bend.   
 When St. Thomas in Redmond became a parish in 
1941, St. Joseph became its Mission. Eight years later, ground 
was broken for a new church and the first Mass in the new St. 
Joseph Church was celebrated on Palm Sunday 1950. Today 
St. Joseph serves 400 registered families and it is considered 
one of the youngest parishes in our Diocese.  

 
 
 
 

Fr. Joseph Kunnelaya 
Administrator 

                       
 
  
 
 

 

The Chancery Offices will be closed  
Christmas week beginning December 25th, 
and will return to the office January 2nd. 

 
 

 
Wishing you a Merry Christmas  

and a Happy New Year! 

      
                                                                                             Matthew 25: 35-40 
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