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Parish News:  St. Thomas, Redmond 

 St. Thomas Church in Redmond added to its stain 
glass just before Christmas. “Already, we had the stain 
glass windows from the old church moved over and  
added seven new windows depicting the seven 
sacraments. Now we have added three new windows on 
the east side of the church, in the second story. The three 
windows are simpler in style with one side centered in the 
CHI RO and other side the Holy Name of Jesus letters. 
The middle window has the Sacred Heart as its center,” 
said Father Todd Unger, Pastor. A parishioner designed 
the windows and a stain glass window artist from 
Portland created them. The two side windows are in three 
sections and the middle window is in four sections. St. 
Thomas still has six more windows that will, in time, be 
honored. Funds were raised by the parishioners as 
memorials, and by the Knights of Columbus and the 
Altar Society. The windows will be a life-time memorial.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
When the early morning 
sun shines through the 
new windows, it is a most 
glorious place to be. 

Legión of Mariá-Curia: María Luz de Esperanza 
      The group, located at St. 
Thomas Church in Redmond 
offered a one-day retreat for all 
families; on Saturday, May 23, 
2015 from 8am to 5pm starting 
with Holy Mass. The theme 
was: “Our Holy Family.” Child 
care was provided. The 
presenters did a great job. Br 

Cyril from Mount Angel was the presenter for all adults 
participating, our seminarian Víctor Mena, worked with 
the youth. Also, a dance was offered to Blessed Mother, 
and a short play was presented about Saint Catherine 
Labouré and the Miraculous Medal message received by 
Our Blessed Mother. Thanks to everyone who made this 
family event a great success!     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Legión de María-Curia: 
María Luz de  
Esperanza, ubicada en la 
Iglesia Católica Sto 
Thomas en Redmond 
ofreció un retiro de un 
solo día, de 8am a 5pm 
abierto para toda la 
familia. El tema fue: 

“Nuestra Familia Santa.” Hubo cuidado de niños. Los 
predicadores hicieron un excelente trabajo. El Hno Cirilo 
presentó los temas para todos los adultos participantes. El 
seminarista Víctor Mena, trabajó con los jóvenes. Se 
ofreció una danza a la Virgen y una pequeña obra sobre 
Catalina Labouré y el mensaje de la Medalla Millagrosa 
que recibió de la Nstra. Ssma. Madre. Gracias a todos por 
hacer que este evento familiar sea un gran éxito.   



   
 
 
 
 

Thoughts Along the Way 
Bishop Liam Cary   

  
 
 
 
 

Pope Francis on  
“Our Common Home”  

  
  “Laudato Si,” sang St. Francis of Assisi; “Praise be to 
you, my Lord.” Pope Francis chose these words of his 
namesake to begin his encyclical on the environment 
because the beloved Poor Man “invites us to see nature as 
a magnificent book in which God speaks to us and grants 
us a glimpse of his infinite beauty and goodness.”  
Jesus of Nazareth made a similar invitation. Our Lord 
illustrated his parables with the flowers of the field and 
the birds of the air “because he himself was in constant 
touch with nature, lending it an attention full of fondness 
and wonder.” And now the lilies and the sparrows “which 
his human eyes . . . admired are . . . imbued with his 
radiant presence” as victorious Lord of Life. In light of his 
Resurrection, “the creatures of this world no longer 
appear to us under merely natural guise because the Risen 
One is mysteriously . . . directing them towards . . . their 
end.” Therefore, “our vocation to be protectors of God’s 
handiwork is . . . not  . . . optional or secondary”: it is 
rather “essential to a life of virtue.”  
  The virtuous life of St. Francis unforgettably brings 
together “concern for nature, justice for the poor, 
commitment to society, and interior peace.” From him we 
learn that “a true ecological approach . . . must integrate 
questions of justice in debates on the environment, so as 
to hear both the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.”  
  The earth cries out for the protection of human 
stewardship from the destructive overreach of human 
intervention in nature. “The ultimate purpose of other 
creatures is not to be found in us,” the Pope says;  
“we are called to recognize that other living beings have a 
value of their own in God’s eyes.” Our God-given task as 
human creatures, “drawn by the fullness of Christ,” is “to 
lead all creatures back to their Creator.”  
  Toward that end Pope Francis proposes a wide-
ranging agenda for the world of the early 21st century.   
But he is quick to point out that “the Church does        
not presume to settle scientific questions or to replace 
politics.” Rather, he wants “to encourage an honest and 
open debate [on climate change, economic growth, and 
international justice] so that particular interests or 
ideologies will not prejudice the common good.” 
Therefore, although an encyclical is the most authoritative 
form of papal teaching, in Laudato Si the Holy Father 
proposes his prudential pastoral judgments, not infallible 
teaching, on the complex technical matters he deals    
with. About these, the Pope says, we have need of a 
“broad, responsible scientific and social debate” which 
will consider “all the available information,” take account 
of “all the pertinent variables,” and call “things by       
their name.”  

  In that debate Pope Francis invites all Catholics to 
take part, informed “before all else” by “an appreciation 
of the immense dignity of the poor in the light of our 
deepest” Christian beliefs. My next column will explore 
how the Holy Father connects these to the Eucharist at 
the center of “ecological conversion.” 
 

Pensamientos Del Camino 

 Obispo Liam Cary 
 

Papa Francisco en  
“Nuestro Hogar Común”  

   
  “Laudato Si”, cantó San Francisco de Asís; 
“Alabado seas, mi Señor”. El Papa Francisco escogió estas 
palabras de su tocayo para comenzar su encíclica sobre el 
medio ambiente porque el amado Hombre Pobre “nos 
invita a ver la naturaleza como un magnífico libro en el 
cual Dios nos habla y nos concede una vista a su infinita 
belleza y bondad”. 
  Jesús de Nazaret hizo una invitación similar. Nuestro 
Señor ilustró sus parábolas con las flores del campo y las 
aves del cielo “porque él mismo estaba en constante 
contacto con la naturaleza, prestándole una atención llena 
de cariño y admiración”. Y ahora los lirios y los gorriones 
“los cuales sus ojos humanos . . . admiraron  son . . . 
imbuidos de su presencia radiante” como victorioso 
Señor de la Vida. A la luz de su Resurrección, “las 
creaturas de este mundo ya no se nos aparecen bajo 
pretexto meramente natural porque el Resucitado está 
misteriosamente . . . dirigiéndolos hacia . . . su fin”. Por lo 
tanto, “nuestra vocación de ser protectores del trabajo de 
Dios . . . no es . . . opcional o secundario”; más bien es 
“esencial para una vida de virtud.” 
  La vida virtuosa de San Francisco inolvidablemente 
reúne “preocupación por la naturaleza, justicia para los 
pobres, compromiso con la sociedad, y paz interior”. De 
él aprendemos que “un verdadero enfoque ecológico . . . 
debe integrar preguntas de justicia en debates sobre el 
medio ambiente, para así escuchar ambos el grito de la tierra 
y el grito de los pobres”. 
  La tierra clama por la responsable protección 
humana de la destructiva intervención humana en la 
naturaleza. “El objetivo final de otras creaturas no se 
encontrará en nosotros”, dice el Papa; “somos llamados a 
reconocer que otros seres vivos tienen un valor propio en 
los ojos de Dios”. La tarea que Dios ha confiado a 
nosotros como creaturas humanas “atraídas por la 
plenitud de Cristo” es “el guiar a todas las creaturas de 
regreso a su Creador”. 
  Hacia este fin el Papa Francisco propone una amplia 
agenda para el mundo de principios del siglo 21. Pero él 
es rápido en decir que “la Iglesia no pretende resolver 
cuestiones científicas o sustituir la política”.  Más bien, él 
quiere “animar a un debate honesto y abierto [sobre el 
cambio climático, crecimiento económico, y justicia 



internacional] para que intereses o ideologías particulares 
no perjudiquen el bien común”. Por lo tanto, aunque   
una encíclica es la forma más autoritaria de la enseñanza 
papal, en Laudato Si el Santo Padre propone sus juicios 
pastorales prudenciales, no enseñanza infalible, sobre las 
complejas cuestiones técnicas con las que él trata. Sobre 
éstas, el Papa dice, tenemos necesidad de un “amplio, 
responsable, científico y social debate” el cual considerará 
“toda la información disponible”, tener en cuenta “todas 
las variables pertinentes”, y llamar “a las cosas por            
su nombre”. 
  En ese debate, el Papa Francisco nos invita a todos  
los Católicos a tomar parte, informados “ante que todo” 
por “una apreciación de la inmensa dignidad de los 
pobres a la luz de nuestras más profundas” creencias 
Cristianas. Mi siguiente columna explorará cómo el Santo 
Padre conecta éstos a la Eucaristía en el centro de la 
“conversión ecológica”. 

   
 
 

Supporting the New 
Evangelization through the 
Bishop’s Annual Appeal  

  
 Through funding from the Bishop's Annual Appeal 
the Office of Evangelization and Catechesis is launching 
new programs to help parents and parishes with 
sacramental preparation and to open the doors of the 
Church to those entering into full communion. 
 Between November 2014 and May 2015 new    
parent-child sacramental preparation workshops were 
successfully piloted at St. Francis Assisi in Bend, Our 
Lady of the Valley in La Grande, St. Patrick in Madras, 
and Our Lady of Angels in Hermiston. Feedback        
from participating parish staff and parents has been 
overwhelmingly positive. These sacramental workshops 
will continue in other parishes throughout the 2015-16 
ministry year.  
 Our annual Evangelization and Catechesis 
Symposium August 14-16 (made possible through the 
Bishop’s Annual Appeal) will introduce updated RCIA 
guidelines   and new adult teaching resources (see http://
training.dioceseofbaker.org for details). The new RCIA 
guidelines incorporate the nationally acclaimed program 
Symbolon: The Catholic Faith Explained as a primary 
evangelization and catechetical resource. This program, 
along with several other premier adult programs, such as 

The Bible Timeline: The Story of Salvation, are available to     
all parish communities with on-site professional training 
for parish staff and volunteers. 
 The Diocese continues to support with on-site 
professional training Come and See for reaching out to 
fallen away Catholics. First piloted in 2013 at St. Thomas 
in Redmond, several parishes have successfully utilized 
Come and See in English and in Spanish: St. Patrick in 
Madras, St. Peter in The Dalles, Sacred Heart in Klamath 
Falls, and Blessed Sacrament in Ontario.  
  Once again the Bishop’s Appeal is being heard. As      
of Monday, June 22, the following parishes have not only 
met but exceeded their goals:  
 

  St. Richard in Adel 
  Holy Family in Arock 
  St. Thomas Aquinas in Crane 
  St. Katherine in Enterprise 
  Our Lady of Angels in Hermiston 
    St. William in Ione 
  St. Elizabeth of Hungary in John Day  
  St. Bernard in Jordan Valley 
  St. Patrick in Lakeview 
  St. Patrick in Madras 
 St. Mary in Maupin 
 St. Helen in Pilot Rock 
 St. Thomas in Plush 
 St. Patrick in Vale 

 St. Kateri Tekakwitha in Warm Springs 
   

  Your generous gift to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
ensures that the new evangelization continues to be a 
lived priority in the Diocese of Baker.    

 

 Donations to the Appeal can be made online at the diocesan 
website. Just click the icon on the home page to read about the 
ministries that your Appeal dollars are supporting, review suggested 
gift plans, and make your donation online. We appreciate your 
generosity.  www.dioceseofbaker.org  
 

Clergy Assignments 
 Fr. Bailey Clemens has been appointed 
Administrator of St. Bernard Church in Jordan Valley 
and Holy Family Church in Arock.  
 He has also been appointed Chaplain at Snake River 
Correctional Institution in Ontario serving the English 
speaking inmates while Father Michael Nwokocha will 
continue to serve the Spanish speaking inmates. 

Bishop Cary’s Schedule 
July 12  Mass at St. Pius X—Wallowa  
  Mass & Confirmation at St. Katherine—Enterprise  
July 13  Installation of Acolytes at OLOA—Hermiston  
July 17  Mass at Middle School Camp—Powell Butte 
July 18-19   Confessions & Masses at St. Peters—The Dalles  
July 22   Mass at Leadership Camp—Powell Butte 

 Fr. Saji Kumbungal Thomas, CMI, is 
assigned as Parochial Vicar of Our Lady of the 
Valley Church in La Grande.  Fr. Saji is new to 
our diocese. 

 Fr. Jose Joseph, OSH, is assigned as 
Administrator of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Church in Chiloquin and St. James Church in 
Bly.  Fr. Jose is also new to our diocese. 

http://www.dioceseofbaker.org


Scholarship Opportunity to  
World Youth Day 2016  

 

    Youth from various parishes throughout the 
Baker Diocese would like to attend World Youth Day 
in 2016. Some of these individuals will be struggling 
to come up with the full financial commitment of 
$3,400. Therefore, the Northern Deanery of the 
Baker Diocese (ND of BD) would like to set up a 
scholarship fund to help a few of these youth make 
this pilgrimage. We would like to able to offer three 
$1,000 scholarships. If you would like to donate a 
part or all to one of these scholarships you can 
contact Jacquie Hitzman at: hitzman4@msn.com or 
mail a check made out to ND of BD to 1403 NW 
Horn Avenue, Pendleton, OR 97801. 
  The Scholarship applications will be available 
through July and will be dependent on the funds 
raised for the scholarships and applicants ability       
to come up with the remaining balance of the 
Pilgrimage to WYD. If you are a youth from the Baker 
Diocese who would like to attend WYD and feel a 
scholarship would make a difference in you being able 
to attend, please send a request for 
WYD materials and scholarship 
application to Jacquie at the email 
address above.   

Parish News:  St. Patrick, Vale 
 On May 23, 2015, Bishop Cary travelled to       
St. Patrick’s in Vale for confirmation for more than 
25 children at the Saturday evening Mass.  

Bishop Liam Cary, Father Cami Fernando, Acolyte Dick 
Vickery, and the newly confirmed children on the front steps of 
St. Patrick Church. 

Bishop Cary speaks to the confirmandi  
during Holy Mass.  

Deschutes County Fair’s 96th Year!  

  Come join the fun and be a part of the Diocese of Baker's 
Marian Fair Booth!  We need volunteers - 1 or 2 per shift for  

4 hour shifts - free tickets - enjoy the fair after your shift.  
Just smile (best evangelization)!  No money handling.  

Be Ambassadors of Peace for the Faith!  

mailto:hitzman4@msn.com

