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PARISH NEWS:  Holy Trinity in Sunriver Dedicates New Cross  
         Holy Trinity Catholic Church in Sunriver celebrated 
the blessing and dedication of their new crucifix on 
February 16 at the Saturday Vigil Mass celebrated by  
Bishop Liam Cary with Father Theodore Nnabugo, 
pastor, concelebrating. Holy Trinity Catholic Church is 
one of four churches of Holy Redeemer Parish whose 
main office is located in La Pine. 
 The original cross was designed to be finished        
on the face leaving the rough bark on the sides. It is a 
beautiful piece of wood but it had long been without      
a Corpus (the body of Christ). Late last year it was 
decided to look for an appropriate Corpus to complete 
the cross. The desired criterion was an original work      
of art to be made from wood and preferably by a       
local artist. Bids were prepared and it was decided to 
commission Jan Hansson, a local wood sculptor.  
 Watching the Corpus emerging from the rough piece 
of maple was an amazing process. Nicholas Wavers, 
Coordinator of Liturgy and Music for the parish, 
spearheaded the project and kept the congregation 
informed as the process evolved with pictures and a 
running story board. The finished Corpus is an inspiring 
Jesus that fittingly depicts a suffering, but strong, and 
loving  Christ, who died for the redemption of mankind. 
Overwhelmingly positive comments have been received 
from the parishioners who gathered to celebrate the event.  
 Jan Hansson (pronounced “yon”), resides in Bend, 
and works out of Sisters, along with J. Chester 
Armstrong, known to many as Skip, while also doing    his 
own sculptures. “This process was so much more than a 
carving”, says Jan, “my intention was to portray a Christ 
who, though suffering was still strong and hopeful”. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 The wood of the cross is maple. As he worked, Jan 
was constantly amazed at the incredible color and grain 
that emerged to create the lines that flowed throughout 
the piece, such as the darker grain in the face that 
flowed like blood from the crown of thorns.        
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New Cross continued… 
          The grain continues to 
emphasize the flow of the 
design through Christ’s body to 
his feet. The twisted leg follows 
the form and flow from the 
tilted head and draped hair to 
the folds of Christ’s loin cloth   
to the nail that pierces his feet.  
         The curvature brings the 
eye back up to His body and 
most importantly a suffering, 
but forgiving and hopeful     
face. The design is unique      
and reminds us that Christ’s 
message flows to each and 
every one of us who are all 
unique in our own way. 
 
 
PARISH NEWS:  Youth Ministry and Newman Club, 
Sacred Heart, Klamath Falls 
 On February 9th, 2013, Sacred Heart Parish hosted 
its first ever Mardi Gras festival, featuring a bounce 
house, face painting, mask decorating, the chance to 
win a live goldfish, and traditional carnival games, as 
well as traditional Mardi Gras food: jambalaya, red beans 
and rice, and a King’s Cake donated by a local bakery.  
The games were led by youth ministry and Newman 
Club, who did a GREAT job!  Everyone had a lot of fun 
and it was a very successful fundraiser.  We look forward 
to seeing you at Mardi Gras next year. 
 
 

High school 
youth group 
showing off 

some of their 
artwork for 
Mardi Gras. 

 

 
 “LAST CHANCE!” to sign up for the Young Adult 

Retreat at the Powell Butte Retreat Center. It’s not too 
late to register — deadline is March 29th.  Questions? 
Email Katie Beaubien, Sacred Heart Youth Minister at 
sacredheartyouth@charter.net or call (541) 884-4566, 
extension 101. 

mailto:sacredheartyouth@charter.net


Thoughts Along the Way from Bishop Cary 
As I write, the See of Peter is vacant; and we await 

the election of a new pope. Let me share some reflections 
on the 2000-year-old legacy he will inherit. 

Imagine that you were reading the New Testament 
for the first time. You could not help but notice one 
particularly prominent personality: Peter the Apostle. He 
is mentioned by name (as “Simon,”, “Peter,” “Simon 
Peter,” or “Cephas”) a total of 195 times—far more   
often than any other figure. St. John comes next (29 
times), followed by St. James (19 times). Surely such a 
striking contrast cannot be accidental. The Holy Spirit 
Who inspired the Scriptures means for us to pay attention 
to Peter. 

Since I came across these figures some years ago, I 
have read the New Testament differently. I began to 
notice how frequently Peter appears and to wonder about 
the reasons that might underlie the mention of his name. 
“Why Peter?” I found myself asking; “why not one of the 
other disciples?” Why did Jesus choose Peter’s boat to 
teach from? Why did He heal Peter’s mother-in-law at the 
start of his mission? Why did He call Peter to walk to him 
on the roaring sea? Similar questions now come to mind in 
the 192 other passages where the Apostle’s name occurs. 

You will not have trouble finding it in the Acts of     
the Apostles. Peter takes the lead early on when he     
calls the other apostles to elect Judas’ successor. On 
Pentecost it is Peter, “standing with the eleven,” who 
proclaims the Resurrection to the crowd in Jerusalem. 
When the apostles are brought before the Sanhedrin     
for evangelizing, it is Peter who speaks in their defense. 
To Peter it is revealed in a vision that God wills the 
Gentiles to enter the Church, and it is Peter who 
welcomes and defends them when they do. We begin to 
understand why the recently-converted Paul was drawn 
to Jerusalem to visit Peter and spend fifteen days with 
him (Galatians 1:18). 

On the rock of Peter’s confession of faith in Him, 
Jesus laid the foundation of His Church’s unity through 
time. It is a unity built up by the Eucharist, and it exists 
simultaneously on several overlapping, interpenetrating 
levels. A pastor is responsible for the Eucharistic unity of 
his parish; a bishop, for the Eucharistic unity of the 
parishes of his diocese. But the pope, Peter’s successor, 
bears responsibility for the Eucharistic unity of all the 
bishops—that is, the unity of the Universal Church. 
Through Peter’s union in faith with the bishops and their 
union in faith with him, Catholics throughout the world 
live in communion with one another in the faith handed 
down from the Apostles. 

For Jesus prayed to the Father that “they all may be 
one.” And He entrusted the mission of unity to Peter      
and his successors. True to the Lord’s promise, in two 
thousand years the gates of hell have not prevailed 
against it. Miraculously, the ministry of Peter continues to 
keep the Church together in faith, and this month we are 
fortunate to witness its transmission in time. 
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Pensamientos del Camino por el Obispo Cary 
 Al estar escribiendo, la Sede de Pedro está vacante; y 
estamos a la espera de la elección de un nuevo papa.  
Permítanme compartir algunas reflexiones sobre el legado 
de 2000 años que él va a heredar. 

Imagínense que ustedes están leyendo el Nuevo 
Testamento por primera vez. No pueden dejar de notar una 
personalidad particularmente destacada: El Apóstol Pedro.   
Se le menciona por su nombre (como “Simón”, “Peter”, 
“Simón Pedro”, o “Cefas”) un total de 195 veces, mucho 
más a menudo que cualquier otra figura. San Juan viene a 
continuación (29 veces), seguido por Santiago (19 veces). 
Sin duda, todo un contraste llamativo no puede ser 
accidental. El Espíritu Santo que inspiró las Escrituras 
significa para nosotros prestar atención a Pedro. 

Desde que me encontré con estas figuras hace algunos 
años, he leído el Nuevo Testamento de manera diferente. 
Empecé a notar la frecuencia con la que Pedro aparece y 
preguntarme acerca de las razones que podrían estar detrás de 
la mención de su nombre. “¿Por qué Pedro?” me encontré 
preguntándome, “¿por qué no uno de los otros discípulos:” 
¿Por qué escogió Jesús la barca de Pedro de donde enseñar? 
¿Por qué sanó a la suegra de Pedro en el inicio de su misión? 
¿Por qué le dijo a Pedro que caminara hacia él por encima del 
rugiente mar? Preguntas similares ahora vienen a la mente en 
los otros 192 pasajes donde el nombre del Apóstol se produce. 

No tendrán problemas para encontrarlo en los Hechos de 
los Apóstoles. Pedro toma la iniciativa desde el principio 
cuando llama a los otros apóstoles a elegir el sucesor de Judas.  
En el día de Pentecostés es Pedro, “de pie junto con los once”, 
quien proclama la Resurrección a la multitud en Jerusalén. 
Cuando los apóstoles son llevados ante el Sanedrín por 
evangelizar, es Pero quien habla en su defensa. A Pedro le es 
revelado en una visión que Dios desea que los gentiles entren 
en la Iglesia, y es Pedro quien los recibe y defiendo cuando lo 
hacen. Empezamos a entender por qué el recién convertido 
Pablo fue atraído hacia Jerusalén para visitar a Pedro y pasar 
quince días con él (Gálatas 1:18). 

En la roca de la confesión de fe de Pedro en Él, Jesús 
colocó el cimiento de la unidad de Su Iglesia a través de            
los tiempos. Es una unidad construida por la Eucaristía, y     
existe simultáneamente en varios superpuestos, niveles 
compenetrantes. Un párroco es responsable de la unidad 
Eucarística de su parroquia; un obispo, por la unidad Eucarística 
de las parroquias de su diócesis.  Pero el papa, el sucesor de 
Pedro, es responsable de la unidad eucarística de todos los 
obispos, es decir, la unidad de la Iglesia Universal. A través de 
la unión de Pedro en la fe con los obispos y su unión en la fe 
con él, los Católicos de todo el mundo viven en comunión unos 
con otros en la fe transmitida por los Apóstoles. 

Porque Jesús oró al Padre que “todos sean uno”. Y Él 
confió la misión de unidad a Pedro y a sus sucesores.  Fieles a   
la promesa del Señor, en dos mil años, las puertas del 
infierno no han prevalecido ante él. Milagrosamente, el 
ministerio de Pedro continúa manteniendo a la Iglesia unida 
en la fe, y este mes tenemos la fortuna de ser testigos de una 
transmisión en  el tiempo. 



 
 
 
 
 April was first declared Child Abuse Prevention 
Month by presidential proclamation in 1983. Since then, 
April has been a time to acknowledge the importance   
of families and communities working together to 
prevent child abuse. In a U.S. Child Maltreatment Study 
conducted in 2010 by the U.S. Department of Health    
and Human Services, it was reported that an estimated 
695,000 children were victims of child abuse; and 1,560 
children died as a result of abuse or neglect. The majority 
of child abuse cases stemmed from situations and 
conditions that can be preventable when community 
programs and systems are engaged and supportive. The 
Diocese of Baker, as well as The United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), actively supports April as a 
national month of child abuse prevention.  
 In the past ten years the Catholic Church in the 
United States has become a recognized leader in 
proactively implementing a national “Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People.” In alliance 
with the charter, the Diocese of Baker has implemented 
the following:   

 

 Criminal Background Checks for all staff and volunteers 
 Darkness to Light specialized training for all staff      

and volunteers working with, or in the presence of, 
children and youth 

 Code of Conduct and Internet Policies and Best 
Practices signed by all staff and volunteers 

 Called to Protect specialized training for all parents, 
children and youth in Catholic schools and Religious 
Education 

 Diocesan-wide Communications and Reporting for all 
programs and procedures  

 

 Effective January 1, 2013, the Diocese of Baker has 
implemented several new enhancements to our existing 
programs and procedures. These changes, as well as a 
pastoral letter from Bishop Liam Cary, can be viewed on 
the diocesan website at: www.dioceseofbaker.org/
protection_of_children.htm . 
 All incidents of child abuse of anyone under the age 
of 18 years of age should be reported immediately to the 
civil authorities: Oregon Department of Health Services 
(800-232-3020) or 911. 
 For victim assistance services (e.g. counseling or 
medical services pertaining to abuse), please contact  
our Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator, Angelina 
Montoya, MD (541-678-5652). 
 For allegations of sexual misconduct against a 
priest, deacon, seminarian, or adult lay staff, please 
contact our Vicar General, Very Rev. Richard O. Fischer, 
V.G. (541-891-9015). 
 If you wish to know more, or have questions, please 
contact our Coordinator for Protecting God’s Children, 
Barry Metzentine (541-388-4004). 

USCCB: CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION BLESSING 
Dear Lord, We ask You to bless these Your holy people 
who have participated in the Church’s efforts to help stop 
child sexual abuse. Open their hearts to Your call to be   
the “ears, eyes and voice of children and young people” 

everywhere. Give them the vision and grace 
needed to fulfill the special commitments that 
each of them has made to making their homes, 

churches, schools, communities and world a safer place for 
all God’s Children.    Amen 
 

PRIESTLY ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY:   
 Congratulations to our clergy who will celebrate their 
ordination anniversaries in April: 

  Most Reverend Bishop Emeritus Thomas Connolly,     

       ordained to Priesthood on Apr. 08, 1947      

 Rev. Albert Lakra, John Day, Apr. 20, 1987 

   We are most grateful for the years of service of all our 
Priests and Bishops. Please keep them in your prayers. 
 
BISHOP CARY’S SCHEDULE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EVANGELIZATION AND CATECHESIS: 
 Have you taken our diocesan survey? We encourage 
everyone in the diocese to visit the diocesan website at 
www.dioceseofbaker.org and while you are there, please 
take a few minutes to take the survey so that we can best 
serve the needs of our Catholic Community in 
Eastern Oregon. (Look for this button in the 
upper right hand corner of the diocesan 
webpage for Evangelization and Catechesis or 
on the left side of the Home Page.) 
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Mar. 28-31    Holy Week and Easter, Cathedral, Baker City 
Apr. 1  Vespers–Installation of Archbishop in Portland 
Apr. 2  Installation of Archbishop Sample 
Apr. 3  OCP Board Meeting in Portland 
Apr. 6  Confirmation, Sacred Heart, Klamath Falls 
Apr. 8-12  Priest Retreat, Powell Butte 
Apr. 13-14  Confirmation, St. Mary, Hood River 
Apr. 13  Year of Faith Teaching Series, The Dalles 
Apr. 20-21  Confirmation, Holy Family, Burns; St. Thomas, Crane;  
  Our Lady of  Loretto, Drewsey; St. Charles, Juntura 
Apr. 22  Year of Faith Teaching Series (English), Ontario 
Apr. 23  Year of Faith Teaching Series (Spanish), Ontario 
Apr. 24  Confirmation, Blessed Sacrament, Ontario 
Apr. 25  Confirmation, St. Francis de Sales Cathedral, Baker City 
Apr. 27  Year of Faith Teaching Series, Baker City   
Apr. 27-28  Confirmation, St. Patrick, Vale; St. Joseph, Unity 
May 2  Confirmation, Holy Redeemer, La Pine 
May 3-5  Knights of Columbus Convention, Pendleton 
May 11  Evangelization Council meeting, Powell Butte 
May 15  LFF Board Meeting, Powell Butte 
May 17  Confirmation, St. Francis of Assisi, Milton-Freewater 
May 18  Confirmation, Our Lady of Guadalupe, Boardman 
May 19  Confirmation, Our Lady of Angels, Hermiston 
May 22  Redmond Bible Study Group 
May 23  Confirmation, St. Edward the Martyr, Sisters 
May 29  Confirmation, St. Joseph, Prineville 
May 30  Confirmation, St. Patrick, Madras 
Jun. 1  Year of Faith Teaching Series, Bend 
Jun. 2  Confirmation, St. Thomas, Redmond, 10:00 a.m. 
Jun. 2  Confirmation, St. Francis of Assisi, Bend, 2:30 p.m. 

http://www.dioceseofbaker.org/protection_of_children.htm
http://www.dioceseofbaker.org/protection_of_children.htm


PARISH NEWS:  Our Lady of the Valley, La Grande 
 Union County Catholic Youth Ministry (UCCYM) 
began a new program in January with the 
implementation of Life Teen and Edge International 
Catholic Youth Ministry. It is based upon the belief that 
Eucharist-based ministry has the power to transform 
teens, parishes and culture. Youth, teens and young 
adults, ages 6th grade up to 30 years old, from parishes 
around Union County and beyond join together for Life 
Nights on Sundays from 3:30pm - 5:00pm at Our Lady of 
the Valley Church in La Grande. They gather in the parish 
hall to pray together, sing, and participate in large group 
activities before breaking into their respected age 
groups for specific teachings.  

 UCCYM has a dedicated Core Team of adults from 
the surrounding parishes working together to help fulfill 
the mission of leading teens closer to Christ. The young 
adult group, referred to as Blessed JPII, is lead by Jim and 
Sally Sheehy from Sacred Heart parish in Union. High 
school, know as Life Teen, is at the direction of Chris 
Baldwin and Shannon Garlitz from La Grande. Nancy 
Wheeling and Suzanne Hansen from St. Mary's parish in 
Elgin, along with Kathy Robinson and Brenda Smith of La 
Grande are the fearless leaders of Edge, which is the 
largest group comprised of middle school students. 
Lastly, the entire group is blessed by the music ministry 
of KC Kunkle from La Grande. This ministry would not be 
possible without the support of a solid Core Team.  
 A highlight of the program so far has been 
answering a prayer request from the youth minister at St. 
Rose of Lima parish in Newtown, CT. A month after 
enduring a tragic, senseless crisis which affected the 
entire nation, St. Rose of Lima’s youth minister asked 
that youth programs around the world gather as groups 
to pray a Rosary for the victims and survivors of the 
shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School. The youth  
of UCCYM were able to witness the power of asking the 
Mother of our Savior to hold the suffering community of 
Newtown in her arms. Joe Chernowski, Eastern Regional 
Director for Life Teen, Inc. shared that “Praying together, 
with one heart, offering intentions for those who 
struggle and taking part in something worldwide and 
huge is a true display of the Body of Christ at work”. 
UCCYM is humbled to share in the transformational 
ministry Life Teen and Edge have to offer.   Continued > 
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 Our Lady of the Valley, La Grande continued... 
 On March 18th, transforming culture was at the 
forefront on UCCYM’s agenda as they welcomed Chris 
Stefanick, Director of Youth Outreach for YDisciple at 
Augustine Institute in Colorado. Chris is known as “one 
of the most engaging young defenders of the Christian 
faith on the scene today” and speaks to over 50,000 
teens, young adults and parents every year. Sponsored 
by the Diocese of Baker, Chris was in La Grande to 
present a discussion on how to turn the tides in this 
culture-war for the purity of the hearts and minds of the 
youth, “The New Sexual Revolution”.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Service and charity are also among the valuable 
lessons the UCCYM youth have had the opportunity to 
take part in. A dinner fundraiser was hosted by the  
teens on Mardi Gras, Tuesday, Feb 12th, in which all 
proceeds were donated to The 5th Annual Union County 
Walk for Warmth.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 Walk for Warmth is an annual pledge event 
assisting Union County families with home heating 
emergencies. “For every $3000 raised, approximately 
ten local families stay safe in their homes” http://

w4wno.drupalgardens.com. UCCYM students walked the 
three-mile loop on Feb 16th and raised over $200 for the 
cause. Raising the most money for the Life Teen team 
was Imbler Sophomore, Cara Campbell who took home 
“A 40-Day Spiritual Workout” book written by Bob Rice 
for her extraordinary efforts. 
 For more information about Union County Catholic 
Youth Ministry, contact Shannon Garlitz, Director of    
Youth Ministry at Our Lady of the Valley Catholic Church    
in La Grande at (541) 963-0861 or email her at 
sgarlitz@olvlg.org. You can also find her at www.olvlg.org/
youth-ministry and www.facebook.com/olvyouth. 

http://w4wno.drupalgardens.com/
http://w4wno.drupalgardens.com/
tel:541-963-0861
mailto:sgarlitz@olvlg.org
http://www.olvlg.org/youth-ministry
http://www.olvlg.org/youth-ministry
http://www.facebook.com/olvyouth

