
THE DIOCESE OF BAKER AND  

MOTHER MARY’S DAUGHTERS:   

Annual Advent Family Gathering 
 Join us Sunday, December 8, from   
3-6 p.m. for the Annual Advent Family 
Celebration at the Diocesan Retreat 
Center beginning with Eucharistic 
Adoration Holy Hour and the Advent 
Scriptural Reading by Fr. Christopher 
Ehidiamhen, in St. Mary’s Chapel. After the Holy Hour,  we 
will gather in the Center for Lighting of the Advent 
Wreath, and traditional Advent music and singing. We will 
also have family crafts, entertainment, finger foods, and 
beverages.  Music provided by LeRoy and Friends. 
 The focus will be the Divine Maternity of Mary with 
the Protection of Her Loving Husband, Joseph, and the 
coming of their Precious Son, Jesus. This gathering is 
perfect to teach children about the meaning of Advent 
through praise, music, and family fun. We invite our 
Priests and Religious as our guests as they are always in 
our prayers and an important part of our family. 
 Also, remember to save the date to join us for the 
Christmas Family Celebration to be held Epiphany Sunday, 
January 5, 2014, from 3-6 p.m. also at the Diocesan Retreat 
Center beginning with Eucharistic Adoration Holy Hour 
and the Christmas Scriptual Reading by Fr. Julian Cassar in 
St. Mary’s Chapel. Afterwards, we will gather in the Center 
for a Christmas Around the World slide presentation by Fr. 
Cassar, Christmas Carols, and Trimming of the Tree. Music 
provided by LeRoy and Friends. 
 For both events, please bring a favorite finger food, dessert, 
or beverage to share.  Cost is $5 per person/$10 per family.  
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ADVENT, come Lord Jesus!  

  Advent begins the fourth Sunday 

prior to Christmas Day, or the Sunday 
which falls closest to November 30,     
and lasts through Christmas Eve, or 
December 24. It is a period of spiritual 
preparation in which we make ourselves 
ready for the coming of Jesus Christ at Christmas. 
Celebrating Advent involves a season of prayer, fasting 
and repentance, followed by anticipation, hope and joy.
    

 “When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent 
 each year, she makes present this ancient expectancy 
 of the Messiah, for by sharing in the long preparation 
 for the Savior’s first coming, the faithful renew their 
 ardent desire for his second coming.”    CCC #200 
   
  Perhaps the best-known of all Advent symbols is     
the Advent wreath. Consisting of four candles (three 
purple and one pink) arranged in a circle with evergreen 
boughs, the Advent wreath corresponds to the four 
Sundays of Advent. Purple is the primary color of 
Advent, symbolizing repentance and fasting. Purple is 
also the color of royalty, demonstrating the anticipation 
and reception of the coming King celebrated during 
Advent. Pink (or rose) is used during the third Sunday 
called “Gaudete” Sunday. It represents joy or rejoicing 
and reveals a shift in the season away from repentance 
and toward celebration. 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY:  St. Peter’s, The Dalles 
  The Middle School youth group at St Peter’s, The 
Dalles, tested their memory of the Apostle’s Creed 
recently. They were placed in teams and had to 
reconstruct the Creed using the wall of Post-it notes, 
each with one word from the Creed. This was a great 
team building exercise as youth learned the expression 
of their faith and cheered each other on as they tried to 
put the puzzle together. 
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THOUGHTS ALONG THE WAY from Bishop Cary 
 Three of my last four columns have dealt with 
the issue of immigration. Today let me bring those 
reflections to conclusion. 
 Throughout my priesthood it has been my 
good fortune to know hundreds of people who   
live here illegally. Those who were children fifteen  
years ago have become young adults, but their 
future here is every bit as insecure now as it was       
when we met because our national impasse over 
immigration continues.  
 It is good to keep in mind some fundamental 
features of our current situation. Roughly 4% of our 
population consists of people who have not entered this 
country legally. Their number is generally thought to 
have stabilized at around 11 million people, 60% of whom 
come from Mexico and 20% from Central or South 
America. In 2011 60% of the adults in this group had lived 
in the U.S. for ten years; another 20% had lived here 
between five and nine years. They are a notably young 
segment, and many are young parents as well. Of those 
who have lived here a decade or more, 45% have settled 
in to the extent of owning their own home. There is no 
denying the import of these statistics: the bulk of these 
immigrants will be in our midst far into the future.  
 They came here to build a better life, and they are 
willing to work hard to attain it. But for many, statistics 
suggest, a better life means just being able to live here 
legally, not necessarily to become a citizen. The 1986 
amnesty program conferred legal permanent residency 
status on 2.7 million individuals, but nearly a quarter 
century later only 41% of them had chosen to become 
naturalized American citizens. The great majority are 
content with the security of legal residency. No longer 
need they fear being apprehended by law enforcement 
on the way to work, and they are free to deal with public 
schools and other agencies without fear of detention. 
They can lead a normal life in the United States, and that 
is a great improvement over the continual uncertainty of 
their earlier, undocumented years. 
 Our challenge as a nation is to find a way to     
extend that security to the 11 million who now live in 
uncertainty, without unintentionally inviting millions 
more to take their place, as happened after the 1986 
reform. This means recognizing and balancing legitimate 
interests in tension with one another. On the one hand, 
the precarious predicament of the 11 million among us 
calls out to our compassion for “the stranger,” as Jesus 
describes him. On the other hand, justice demands that 
we uphold the integrity of our laws and secure our 
borders and not look the other way when they are 
violated. “We have to demand responsibility from 
people living here illegally,” President Obama has said; 
but we should be able to hold them accountable without 
being punitive or vindictive in the process. 
 There is no shortage of ideas on how to resolve                                                                                        
these tensions that will not go away. What is crucial is   

that our national debate continue to build 
momentum toward a solution or solutions—that is, 
comprehensive legislation or one bill at a time.  Too 
many lives are at stake to put off the day of 
reckoning any longer. We will be a better nation 
when we figure out how to make the strangers 
among us our neighbors. 
 

PENSAMIENTOS DEL CAMINO por el Obispo Cary 
  Tres de mis cuatro últimas columnas han tratado     
la cuestión de inmigración. Déjenme hoy concluir estas 
reflexiones. 
  A lo largo de mi sacerdocio ha sido mi buena 
fortuna el conocer a cientos de personas que viven aquí 
ilegalmente. Los que eran niños hace quince años se han 
convertido en jóvenes adultos, pero su futuro aquí es 
tan incierto como lo era cuando los conocí porque 
nuestra incomprensión nacional sobre la inmigración 
continúa. 
  Es bueno tener en mente algunas de las 
características fundamentales de nuestra situación 
actual. Aproximadamente el 4% de nuestra población 
está formada por personas que no entraron al país 
legalmente. Se piensa generalmente que el número se 
ha estabilizado alrededor de 11 millones de personas, el 
60% de los cuales provienen de México y el 20% de 
América Central o del Sur. En 2011 el 60% de los adultos 
de este grupo había vivido en los EE.UU. durante diez 
años, y otro 20% había vivido aquí entre cinco y nueve 
años. Ellos son particularmente jóvenes, y muchos son 
también padres jóvenes. De los que han vivido aquí     
más de una década, el 45% se han asentado en la medida 
de ser dueño de su propia casa. No se puede negar la 
importancia de estas estadísticas: la mayor parte de 
estos inmigrantes estarán entre nosotros en el futuro. 
  Ellos vinieron aquí para construir una vida mejor,      
y están dispuestos a trabajar duro para lograrlo. Las 
estadísticas muestran, que para muchos, una vida   
mejor significa sólo poder vivir aquí legalmente, no 
necesariamente obtener la ciudadanía. El programa de 
amnistía de 1986 otorgo la residencia permanente legal 
a 2.7 millones de personas, pero casi un cuarto de siglo 
después, sólo 41% de ellos han optado por convertirse   
en ciudadanos estadounidenses naturalizados. La gran 
mayoría están contentos con la seguridad de la 
residencia legal. Ya no tienen miedo a ser detenidos por 
la policía en el camino al trabajo, y ellos son libres de ir a 
las escuelas públicas y otros organismos sin temor a    
ser detenidos. Pueden llevar una vida normal en los 
Estados Unidos, y es una gran mejora con respecto a la 
incertidumbre continua de sus primeros años, en 
situación irregular.  
  Nuestro reto como nación es encontrar una manera 
de extender la seguridad a los 11 millones que ahora 
viven en la incertidumbre, sin querer invitar a millones 
más para ocupar su lugar, como sucedió después de la                  
                                                          continua en la pagina 3 …  
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reforma de 1986. Esto significa reconocer y conciliar los 
intereses legítimos de la tensión entre unos y otros. Por un 
lado, la situación precaria de los 11 millones que viven 
entre nosotros nos pide compasión por “el extranjero”, 
como Jesús lo describe. Por otro lado, la justicia exige que 
defendamos la integridad de nuestras leyes y aseguremos 
nuestras fronteras y no mirar a otro lado cuando se violan. 
“Tenemos que exigir responsabilidad a las personas que 
viven aquí ilegalmente”, dijo el presidente Obama, pero 
debemos hacerlos responsables sin ser punitivos o 
vengativos en el proceso.  
  No hay escasez de ideas sobre la forma de resolver 
estas tensiones que no van a desaparecer. Lo que es 
crucial es que nuestro debate nacional siga impulsado 
hacia la construcción de una solución o soluciones, o sea, 
una legislación integral o una propuesta de ley que 
solucione esto. Demasiadas vidas están en juego para 
posponer el día para encontrar la solución. Seremos una 
nación mejor cuando encontremos la manera de hacer de 
los extranjeros entre nosotros nuestros vecinos. 
 
PRIESTLY ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES     
 Congratulations to the following as they celebrate 
their ordination anniversaries during December. 
 

     Rev. Rob Irwin, Idaho                                  December  8, 1995 
  Rev. Eduardo Nebelung, Boardman  December 21, 1984 

    Rev. Dennis Strachota, Retired, Bend  December 23, 1967 
    

 We are most grateful for the years of service of all  
our Priests and Bishops. Please keep them in your prayers. 
 

DIOCESAN NEWS:  Religious Retirement Collection 
 Over the past 24 years the Diocese      
of Baker has sent over $832,800 to the 
national office for this collection.   
 In 2012 we received over $78,450 for 
the Religious Retirement Collection, and 10 
percent ($7,845) was sent to the national 
office; the remainder stayed in our Diocese. Thank you    
for your generosity and support. As many of you already 
know, the Priest’s pension plan is significantly under-
funded. The Diocese of Baker also makes payments to the 
dioceses of our foreign-born priests based on years of 
service in our diocese. Because of our large unfunded 
pension liability and our outstanding retirement liability 
for our foreign priests, the diocese will again allocate the 
majority of this collection to the Priest’s Retirement 
Program. Our diocesan and foreign priests have served 
the Church and they have done so for relatively little 
material reward. These dedicated priests deserve a just 
retirement for their committed years of service to the 
Diocese.  
 We will continue to support the religious sisters     
and brothers who have served in our Diocese by remitting 
a portion of this collection to the national office. We    
urge you to continue to support this important and 
necessary collection. 

Support Vocations through  

the Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
 

  Last week we brought to completion this Year        
of Faith, 50 years since the opening of the Second 
Vatican Council. During the time of the Council, Pope 
Paul VI spoke passionately about how vocations to      
the priesthood and consecrated life were “precise and 
inescapable indicators” of the spiritual vitality of parish 
and diocesan communities. In the Diocese of Baker,      
we share a responsibility to support vocations, and        
we can do that through prayer, actively promoting 
vocations and supporting the upcoming Bishop’s    
Annual Appeal.  
 Young people today are presented with many 
options as they consider their future. We can help them 
discern the Lord’s will in considering these options so 
they will recognize that God has a loving plan for each   
of them that might include a vocation to the priesthood 
or religious life. Praying for an increase in vocations is 
important; but even more essential is maintaining a    
daily life of prayer. The more our Catholic families and 
parishes are seen as “schools of prayer,” the more we 
see young people moved to seek a personal encounter 
with Christ from which vocations are born.  
  Besides our prayers, promoting vocations in our 
homes and parishes offers young people the kind of 
affirmation needed to discern a vocation. Most often, 
young people are confronted by a busy and noisy 
culture, so it is important that they be allowed to make 
time and space for silence and prayer in their lives. It is 
by listening to the voice of God that they discover God’s 
will for their lives. Many seminarians say they heard the 
call to the priesthood because they were afforded quiet 
time for prayer and discernment.   
  A prayerfully considered gift to the Bishop’s Annual 
Appeal, to be launched in the spring of 2014, will help 
fund vocation efforts in the Diocese of Baker. As 
resources allow, future vocation efforts such as 
weekend discernment retreats at the Powell Butte 
Retreat Center may be offered. The Bishop’s Annual 
Appeal is a pledge program, which is an easy way to give 
and allows us to spread out our gift over several months 
in order to more generously support diocesan ministries 
such as vocation awareness.  
  The stronger the faith of our Catholic community, 
and this includes the family, the “domestic Church,” the 
more we will see a flourishing of vocations. So, as we 
continue our spiritual journey beyond this Year of Faith 
together, let us pray for an increase in vocations, do 
what we can to promote vocations, and prayerfully 
consider supporting our diocesan vocation efforts by 
making a gift to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal next   
spring. As Pope Paul VI, reminded us, where the faith       
is lived intensely, there is also present the fertile soil      
for the growth of vocations to the priesthood and 
consecrated life. 
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PARISH NEWS:  St. William, Ione 
 The catechism students of St. William's of 
Ione spent their Sunday, October 27 afternoon on a trip 
downriver to view the largest rosary collection in the 
world. After a stop at Bonneville Dam, the group crossed 
the river and went to the Columbia Gorge Interpretive 
Center Museum at Stevenson, Washington, where they 
were treated to some Native American legends on how 

the gorge was formed as well as     
a video of the factual story. The 
group then went upstairs to see 
the nearly 4,000 rosaries which   
are displayed along with other 
religious artifacts identified with 
Pacific Northwest history. The 
display represents the life work    
of the late Donald Brown of North 
Bonneville, Washington, who had 
a lifelong devotion to the rosary.   

 Brown’s devotion began in 1917 when he was 
confined in the Mercy Hospital in North Bend, Oregon 
with pneumonia. He saw rosaries being worn on the 
habits of the Sisters of Mercy and became fascinated. He 
embraced the Catholic faith and later became a 
Dominican Brother. As his collection became known 
throughout the Catholic world, many rare and beautiful 
rosaries arrived unsolicited at his modest home. He 
carefully cataloged them all, noting the donor, place of 
origin, type of material used and the description of the 
church, shrine or historical incident with which it was 
identified. The rosaries in the display come in six 
different sizes and are displayed according to size. The 
smallest rosaries are made from beads the size of a pin 
head. The largest one in the collection measures over 
sixteen feet long and was made by children in Malden, 
Massachusetts for a school play. Because children made 
it, he considered it one of his favorites. Brown died in a 
traffic accident in Eugene on December 14, 1975 at the 
age of 80. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 Along with the eighteen students making the trip, 
were adult chaperones Liz Peterson, Maureen McElligott, 
Lucy Tworek, Jarrod and Alison Ogden, Josh and Melissa 
Coiner, Joe and Jeri McElligott and Fr. Kumar.   
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PARISH NEWS:  St. Pius X, Klamath Falls 
         The Diocese of Baker has announced 
that Fr. Praveen Kumar, a priest from  India 
has been assigned as Parochial Vicar 
(associate pastor) of St. Pius X Church in 
Klamath Falls. Fr. Kumar arrived at St. Pius 
X on November 8th. His duties will be to 
assist Fr. Rick Fischer, pastor, in the work 

of the parishes of St. Pius X, St. Augustine church in 
Merrill, and St. Frances Cabrini Mission in Bonanza. 
 Fr. Kumar was born in 1980 in Vishakhapattanam, 
India. He was ordained on February 18, 2012, for the 
Diocese of Miao in the province of Arunachal Pradesh 
India. Fr. Kumar received a B.Ed. degree in 2006 and 
completed his studies for the priesthood in 2011. 
 Fr. Kumar will be involved in all aspects of parish 
ministry. Being ordained for only one year he will be 
trained in becoming a pastor in Eastern Oregon, a 
culture much different from India. St. Pius X parish 
welcomes Fr. Kumar to the parish. 
 

Journey of Faith and Conversion in Christ 

RCIA Retreat - December 7 @ Powell Butte 

Retreat Center 
          The RCIA is a journey 
unlike any other in this world! 
It is a journey of faith and 
conversion in Jesus Christ. 
           The Diocese of Baker 
invites all those preparing for 
communion with the Catholic 
Church to spend a day of 
reflection and prayer with 
other RCIA participants and 
sponsors as your journey 
brings you to the threshold 
of the way, the truth, and the 
life of Jesus Christ. 

 

          Presentations will include: 
 Living the journey of faith and conversion 
 Praying with and preparing for Christ 
 Keynote speaker: Bishop Liam Cary 

 

 Information and registration forms available online: 
go to Diocesan website (www.dioceseofbaker.org) and 
select ‘Diocesan Calendar’ and then go to December 7. 
Email forms to Barry at barry@dioceseofbaker.org or 
mail to Diocese of Baker, PO Box 5999, Bend, OR 97708.  
For information  call Barry at (541) 388-4004 . 

THE DIOCESAN CHRONICLE  
 This newsletter is published every two weeks to 
bring news and events of importance and interest to 
the people of God of the Diocese of Baker. Your news 
is important. Please keep those updates coming! Email 
your articles to Terri at terri@dioceseofbaker.org . 


