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PARISH NEWS:  For the last six years Fr. Gerry Condon’s 
original dramas have unofficially marked the start of St. 
Patrick’s Day Weekend activities in Heppner. Fr. Condon 
is the pastor of St. William Parish, Ione, and St. Patrick 
Parish, Heppner. St. Oliver Plunkett, his newest produc-
tion, tackles a more serious topic than the last few plays 
– religious persecution in Ireland and martyrdom. It tells 
the story of Oliver Plunkett, an Irish priest and bishop 
killed for his faith. The drama is set in the late 1600s, a 
dangerous time to be Catholic in Ireland.  Cromwell and 
his men were killing priests and bishops, destroying 
churches and confiscating land. 

Oliver is ultimately hunted down, taken to London 
and accused of planning to assassinate the king and 
bring an army from France to liberate Ireland. His 
“sham” of a trial results in an indictment of treason and 
a gruesome sentence, to be hung just to the point of 
death and then to be drawn and quartered. Fr. Gerry 
quotes historic documents as Oliver forgives his accus-
ers and executioners and is led prayerfully to the gal-
lows. Oliver was declared a saint on October 12, 1975. 

Brian Kollman played the title role of Oliver Plunkett 
with supporting parts played by Gayle Arbogast, Josh 
Coiner, Rick Drake, Janet Greenup, Barney Lindsay, Dan 
Lindsay, Joe Lindsay, Larry Lutcher, Adam McCabe, Anne 
Morter, Sheridan Tarnasky, Cam Sweeney, Corey 
Sweeney, Dan Van Schoiack, Rita Van Schoiack and Tom 
Wolff. Joe Lindsay and a troupe of singers performed 
before the play and between each act. 

 Free-will offerings were accepted with all proceeds 
donated to Heppner Day Care and Ione Creative Care 
Preschool. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fr. Gerry Condon, author, producer and director, 
watches  the rehearsal of St. Oliver Plunkett,  

his newest production. 
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PARISH NEWS:  Sacred Heart Church, Klamath Falls: I 
would like to express my gratitude for the retreat the 
Confirmation candidates of Sacred Heart Parish recently 
experienced at the Powell Butte Retreat Center on the 
weekend of March 4 and 5, 2011. It included group-
building activities, breaks, meals, Adoration, Reconcilia-
tion and Mass. The talks were offered by Fr. Radloff in 
English and Deacon Gustavo Ruiz in Spanish. I was so 
impressed that every detail was arranged well, from the 
supplies to brilliant Power-Point presentations to addi-
tional bilingual priests for the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion and a bilingual celebration of Mass. I would also like 
to thank the Retreat Kitchen Staff: Marcy and her crew 
were wonderful and fed us very well. 

I would especially like to thank Fathers Joseph Re-
inig and Fr. Leo Weckerle for assisting with the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation and our pastor, Fr. Rogatian 
Urassa, who came to be there for Adoration, Reconcilia-
tion and Mass. I am also very grateful for his leadership 
and vision in permitting us to take a chance on a retreat 
opportunity 'away' for our students. 

I cannot thank Fr. Radloff and Deacon Gustavo 
enough for their kindness and their presentations and 
care for the youth of our parish. I highly recommend our 
beautiful retreat center as a truly holy experience as our 
youth reflect on the Sacrament of Confirmation and 
their relationship with God and His Church.  
                                  —Michele Laughlin, Pastoral Associate 
 



REFLECTIONS FROM THE BISHOP:  Lent provides a rich 
spiritual journey for all of us as we enter into the spirit of 
fasting, prayer and almsgiving. Jesus in the Gospel of 
Matthew (6:1-6, 16-18) on Ash Wednesday offers practi-
cal suggestions on all three of these activities for our 
spiritual journey. Each year we strive to grow in a closer 
relationship with the Lord.  During this season the Scrip-
ture readings are rich, as are the liturgical celebrations, 
especially those of Holy Week and the Sacred Triduum 
(from the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday 
evening to Easter Sunday evening.) 

One of the rituals that has not been widely experi-
enced by most of the faithful in the diocese is the Chrism 
Mass, which is celebrated on Holy Thursday morning or 
for good reason on some other day beforehand. The tra-
dition in the Diocese of Baker has been to celebrate it on 
the Thursday evening before Holy Week in our Cathedral 
of St. Francis de Sales in Baker City. 
 At the Chrism Mass the three oils used in the cele-
bration of the sacraments for the coming year are 
blessed. These oils are: oil of catechumens (used in Bap-
tism), oil of the sick (used in the Sacrament of the Sick) 
and chrism. The last is used in several different ways: 
anointing in Baptism, Confirmation, Priestly Ordination, 
Ordination of a Bishop (we may witness that in the very 
near future) and the consecration of a new altar.  Olive 
oil is used for all three oils and balsam or another sweet-
smelling matter is added to chrism to give it a very pleas-
ant odor. 

The Church asks that as many priests as possible 
participate in the Chrism Mass for obvious reasons.  
These are the oils blessed and consecrated that will be 
used for the coming year in probably thousands of sacra-
ments throughout the diocese. The use of the oils in 
anointing through touch provides an special encounter 
with the Lord Jesus through the ministry of the priest 
and the presence of the community of faith.   

All of us are aware of how meaningful the anointing 
at Baptism is. That is also true with the Sacrament of the 
Sick for the person who is dying or is ill. She or he is 
touched by anointing on the forehead and the hands.  
Confirmation involves anointing on the forehead as the 
confirmand is sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Dur-
ing the Ordination of a Priest the palms of the hands are 
anointed with Chrism. For the Ordination of a Bishop, 
the anointing is on the top of his head. When an altar is 
consecrated, the chrism is poured out on the four cor-
ners and the middle of the altar. Then the bishop rubs 
the chrism over the entire surface of the altar.  That sym-
bol should remind us of how sacred the altar is in our 
Churches. 

Finally, at the Mass of Chrism, the priests are asked 
to renew their commitment to priesthood. Even though I 
know most of you will not be able to attend the Chrism 
Mass in our Cathedral, perhaps on the evening of April 14 
you can be with us in spirit and prayer. May all of you 
have a blessed and grace-filled Lent. 
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SAVE THE DATE 
  

Tuesday, May 17, 2011   Mass and Reception   
  

to welcome Most Reverend William S. Skylstad  
to our diocese as Apostolic Administrator 

 

Mass:  St. Mary Church, Powell Butte at 5:30 PM  
Reception immediately following 

 
Bishop Skylstad has graciously agreed to be our  
Administrator until a new bishop is appointed.   

Come and help us welcome him !  
 
 

PRIESTHOOD ANNIVERSARIES:   Congratulations to the 
following as they celebrate their ordination anniversaries 
in April: 
+Most Rev. Bishop Emeritus Thomas Connolly, ordained 
to Priesthood                     April 08, 1947  
Rev. Albert Lakra, Pilot Rock           April 20, 1987 
We are most grateful for the years of service of all our 
priests.  Please keep them in your prayers. 
 

+Bishop Thomas Connolly is now residing at Maryville 
Nursing Home, 14645 SW Farmington Road, Beaverton, 
OR,  97007. There is no telephone contact available but 
your cards and letters would be very much appreciated 
by Bishop Connolly.  Please pray for him and remember 
him, especially on his birthday, July 18, his ordination to 
the priesthood on April 8, and his ordination as Bishop of 
Baker on June 30. 
 
SEVENTH ANNUAL CHRISM MASS SILENT RETREAT: 
 

A Marian Retreat of prayer for our Holy Father, Bishops, 
Priests, Religious,  Vocations, and us, the priestly people, 
to bring peace to the world. 
 

RETREAT:  Saturday, April 9 — Monday Evening, April 11 
 

WHERE:  Diocesan Retreat Center, Powell Butte  
 

SPEAKERS:   

   Dr. Lynne Bissonnette, M.D., Ph.D., will give a slide  
presentation on “Our Lady of Guadalupe’s Conquest of 
Mexico” and a talk on “Suffering in Relationships” 

     Fr. Joseph N. Reinig, Vicar General, will speak on “Our 
Mother Thrice Admirable” and on “The Joy of Suffering”. 

     Fr. James Radloff, Diocesan Director of Youth Minis-
try and Promoter of Vocations, will lead the retreat in 
praying  “The Lord’s Prayer Novena”  in four parts. 
 

CHRISM MASS:  St. Francis de Sales Cathedral, Baker City, at 
7:00 p.m., Thursday, April 14.  
 

 The complete schedule, pricing information, and 
registration information can be found on the Diocesan 
website www.dioceseofbaker.org . For more information, 
please call Judy Newport at (541) 923-6946. To register, 
please call Patti Rausch at the Chancery at (541)  388-4004 .  



DIOCESAN  LENTEN  PENANCE  SERVICE  SCHEDULES:  
CENTRAL DEANERY:  
Holy Redeemer, La Pine  March 15 7:00 p.m. 
St. Francis of Assisi, Bend (new)  March 31 7:00 p.m. 
St. Edward, Sisters  April 7 7:00 p.m. 
St. Patrick, Madras  April 8 7:00 p.m. 
St. Thomas, Redmond  April 12 7:00 p.m. 
St. Joseph, Prineville  April 18 7:00 p.m. 
 

EASTERN DEANERY: 
Blessed Sacrament, Ontario  April 6 (Children) 7:00 p.m. 
  April 13 (Parish)   7:00 p.m. 
St. Francis de Sales, Baker City    April 11 7:00 p.m. 
St. Bernard, Jordan Valley  April 15 7:00 p.m. 
St. Bridget, Nyssa  April 16 7:00 p.m. 
Holy Family, Burns  April 18 7:00 p.m. 
St. Patrick, Vale  April 19 7:00 p.m. 
St. Elizabeth, John Day  April 20 7:00 p.m 
 

NORTHERN DEANERY: 
St. Helen, Pilot Rock  March 31 7:00 p.m. 
St. Mary, Elgin  April 7 6:00 p.m. 
St. Francis of Assisi, MF  April 7 6:30 p.m. 
St. William, Ione  April 11 5:30 p.m. 
St. Patrick, Heppner  April 11 7:00 p.m. 
Our Lady of the Valley, La Grande April 11 7:00 p.m. 
Our Lady of Angels, Hermiston  April 12 7:00 p.m. 
St. Anthony, North Powder  April 12 6:00 p.m. 
Sacred Heart, Union  April 13 6:00 p.m. 
St. Andrew Mission, Pendleton  April 19 7:00 p.m. 
 

28 days until Easter: Perform an examination of conscience 
and seek healing in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
 
CONSIDER LITURGY: The silently recited prayers of the 
priest are not said aloud, but this does not mean that the 
participants in the Sacred Liturgy should sit by passively 
as he prays them.  At the offertory during the ceremonial 
“washing of the hands,” the priest says silently: “Wash 
me, O Lord, from my iniquity and cleanse me from my 
sin.” (New translation)  Each of us, likewise recognizing 
our unworthiness to enter into these Sacred Mysteries 
can make this prayer our own.  It fosters humility and 
contrition.  The next time the priest recites such a pri-
vate prayer is before, during and after Holy Communion.  
This is part of his personal preparation and such personal 
preparation is appropriate for everyone.   
 
HEALTHY FAMILY:  SAFE CHILDREN  addresses the moral 
crisis of culture, parenting styles, and child development, 
especially the development of moral values rooted in the 
dignity of human relationships.  Every parent can glean 
insightful information to reinforce, improve and heal 
family relationships. While this program is primarily for 
parents, it will benefit any adult who is in a position        
of trust, authority and responsibility for children.   It pro-
vides adults of any age with a valuable experience of  
self-reflection and a deep understanding of the roots of 
morality and healthy relationships. 

Page 3 

DIOCESAN NEWS:  April is designated as Child Abuse 
Awareness Month.  Most communities have organized 
activities to make people aware of our collective respon-
sibility to prevent and confront all forms of child abuse 
and neglect. Please support your local community in this 
effort. A report of child abuse is made every ten seconds 
in the United States. Statistics say almost five children 
die every day as a result of child abuse. More than three 
out of four are under the age of four. About 30 percent 
of abused and neglected children will later abuse their 
own children, continuing the horrible cycle of abuse.   
 Here at the Diocese of Baker we use the Darkness to 
Light program to better inform and educate the parish 
and diocesan staff and the volunteers who work with 
our children in the Religious Education and School pro-
grams. Again, please support your local programs to be-
come informed and help confront this terrible problem. 
 
LA CUARESMA, nos lleva a la celebración de la Santa      
Pascua, y es para la Iglesia un tiempo litúrgico muy valiosos 
e Importante, nos invita a la oración y a la caridad buscan-
do el encuentro definitivo con Jesucristo en la Pascua 
eterna, intensificando nuestro camino de purificación 
del espíritu para llenarnos del misterio de la redención, 
la vida nueva en Cristo señor. Esa vida que ya se nos ha 
transmitido en el bautismo cuando participamos de la 
muerte y resurrección de Cristo. 
 En la mayoría de los casos el bautismo lo recibimos 
en la infancia  esto nos ayuda a comprender que es un 
don de Dios, nadie merece la vida eterna por sus propias 
fuerzas la misericordia de Dios nos permite vivir en nues-
tra existencia los mismos sentimientos que Cristo Jesús;  
esta gracia se nos comunica gratuitamente. En este    
Sacramento la Iglesia nos enseña el gran misterio por el 
cual el hombre muere al pecado y participa de la vida 
nueva de Jesucristo resucitado y recibe el mismo espíritu 
de Dios que resucitó a Jesús de entre los muertos. Este 
don gratuito debe ser reavivado en cada uno de           
nosotros y la Cuaresma nos ofrece esa oportunidad. 
 Para emprender seriamente el camino hacia la              
Resurrección del Señor, la fiesta más gozosa y solemne 
de todo el año litúrgico; el sumergirnos en la muerte y 
resurrección de Cristo mediante el Sacramento del    bau-
tismo nos impulsa cada día a liberar nuestro corazón del 
peso de las cosas materiales, que nos empobrecen y nos 
impide estar disponibles y abiertos a Dios y al prójimo. 
 La limosna, la oración y el ayuno nos ayudan a la  
conversión, y la Cuaresma nos invita a vivir en el amor de 
Cristo. El ayuno, tiene para el cristiano un significado  
profundamente religioso, haciendo más pobre nuestra 
mesa aprendemos a vencer el egoísmo olvidándonos del 
“yo” para descubrir a quien esta al lado y a reconocer a 
Dios en  nuestros hermanos. 
 La limosna nos ayuda a librarnos de la idolatría de 
las cosas materiales. La oración es como el aire que           
respiramos para nuestras almas. Vivamos esta Cuaresma 
el ayuno, la oración y la limosna. 



KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS:  St. Pius X , Klamath Falls      
The Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus presented a 
Chalice to Joan Breedlove in memory of her husband, 
Billy Breedlove, Sr., a past Grand Knight.  Billy was very 
active in the parish and in the Knights of Columbus.  The 
Chalice was donated to the parish in Billy’s honor.  Also 
present was Billy Breedlove, Jr., one of Billy and Joan’s 
children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
RETREAT CENTER NEWS: 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
April 15 - 17, 2011 

Powell Butte Retreat Center  
   

     ATTENTION ALL MARRIED COUPLES! 
Couples who make Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
weekends not only rediscover the joy, intimacy and    
romance in their relationships, but also become more 
active in their parish. Together, we are making mar-
riages, families and our Church stronger & healthier. 
Make time in your life to refocus your priorities. 
 In today's Gospel, Jesus asked the Samaritan 
women for a drink of water, and shared the truth of who 
he was with her. The love of God has been poured out 
into our hearts.  Is God in the center of your marriage so 
that His love shines through you to your spouse? The 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend helps you to 
see God’s plan for your marriage. The next Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Weekend is scheduled for April 15 - 
17 at the Powell Butte Retreat Center.  
 For more information visit the Marriage Encounter 
website at rediscoverthespark.org, or contact Mike and 
Milly Pungercar at (451) 746-3469 or you may email them 
at pungercar2@msn.com. 
 
PARISH NEWS:  Fr. Daniel Ochiabuto, pastor of St. Bridget 

Church in Nyssa, 
imposes ashes on 
the forehead of 
4th grader, Alexia 
Arredondo, at the 
Ash  Wednesday 
Mass for CCD stu-
dents and their 
parents. 
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RETREAT CENTER NEWS:    
The Diocese of Baker 
welcomes Rachel’s Vine-
yard Retreats™  Ministry 
of Mercy and Healing for 
Anyone Impacted by 
Abortion .  
 In America, one in 
four women by the age 
of 45 will have had at 
least one abortion. The 
statistics for the number 
of abortions per man are higher. Abortion touches every 
life in America to some degree. It could be you strug-
gling and suffering from past abortions. It could be fam-
ily members, friends, fellow parishioners, civic servants, 
school teachers – everywhere lives have been wounded 
by abortion. 
 The grief and trauma from abortion creates a singu-
lar sorrow and loss that will last a lifetime if not faced 
honestly and allowed to be processed as true grief. 
Abortion harms each woman and each man spiritually, 
psychologically, emotionally, relationally, and physically. 
Yet, there is great hope!  
 Twenty years ago Dr. Theresa Burke wrote a healing 
process called Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats that has 
proven to be the most effective and life-restoring model 
for healing after abortion. It is in 25 countries and in a 
total of 206 sites in the U.S. and the world, offering 650 
retreats this year.  
 The Baker Diocese is proud to be a new Oregon 
host site and has scheduled their first retreat May 13-15, 
2011. Their vision is to annually hold a late spring retreat. 
Retreats are open to both women and men; they are 
open to grandparents, siblings, medical personnel, 
friends who drove someone to a clinic or influenced a 
friend to abort – in short, anyone impacted by abortion.      
 Quotes from the most recent retreat in Oregon lend 
an insight into the powerful way God touches lives at a 
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat.  
 “This retreat and the experience I got from it has 
made me feel whole again. I can’t tell you the last time I 
felt this way.” 
 “The most helpful thing about the retreat was to 
have a safe place with safe people to really express your 
brokenness.”  
 “For me, God was there. Always present…never 
was there any judgment nor condemnation.” 
 For extensive information about abortion after-
math, educational resources and opportunities, and the 
retreats, please log on to www.RachelsVineyard.org .  
For information and registration for the retreat in the 
Baker Diocese and all Oregon retreats contact Lori     
Eckstine at:  LEckstine@CatholicCharitiesOregon.org or  
1-800-249-8074. 
 

GOT NEWS?  Email Terri@dioceseofbaker.org. 

http://www.rachelsvineyard.org/
mailto:LEckstine@CatholicCharitiesOregon.org

