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Farewell, Bishop Vasa 

Adios, SeñorObispo Vasa 

“Amen, amen, I say to you, 

unless a grain of wheat falls to 

the ground and dies, it remains 

just a grain of wheat; but if it 

dies, it produces much fruit.” 

                                   John 12:24 
 

“It was not you who chose me, 

but I chose you and appointed 

you to go and bear fruit…” 

                                  John 15:16 

“En verdad, en verdad les di-

go: si el grano de trigo no cae 

en tierra y muere, queda él so-

lo; pero si muere da  

mucho fruto.” 

                                   John 12:24 

 

“No me eligieron ustedes a mí, 

sino que yo los elegí a ustedes, y 

los he destinado para que vayan  

y den fruto…” 

                                   John 15:16 
 



  Bishop Vasa and the Clergy of the Diocese of Baker 



 
 

Bishop Vasa and some of the Faithful of the Diocese of Baker 



The night before the dedication of the new chapel there 
were many pieces left to put in place, all made by Bishop 
Vasa’s hands, some finished at the last minute.  Jim, Barbie 
and I tried to be “helpful” as the Bishop’s vision was be-
coming reality.  We felt privileged to be there with him that 
night. I will never enter the chapel without seeing his heart 
and hands in every piece, knowing his goal has always been 
to draw us ever closer to Christ. Thank you, Bishop, for giv-
ing so much of yourself with humility and grace. — Marilyn 
 

Farewell, Bishop Vasa. I will miss your sense of humor and 
your “need to know philosophy”.  I recall the dialog we had 
regarding votive candles for the four corners of St. Mary 
Chapel in Powell Butte. It went something like this: 
  
BV:   Do you have any little votive candles?        
P: Yes, how many do you need? 
BV: I don’t need them          
P: Well, then, who needs them? 
BV: You do.           
P: How many do I need? 
BV: Four            
P: What do I need them for? 
BV: None of your business. 
 

I am still grateful for your sense of humor.  I finally woke up 
and realized we needed them for the dedication of the 
new chapel at Powell Butte. You were so patient and saw 
the humor in it.  You needed this sense of humor often 
with me.                                                                               — Peggy 
 

On May 20th 2007, I submitted my letter of resignation, as 
required by canon law, to Bishop Vasa. He made no com-
ment at the time. Shortly thereafter, I assisted Bishop Vasa 
at a Confirmation at the downtown church of St. Francis of 
Assisi. As was his custom, after the Mass and before dis-
missal, Bishop Vasa thanked all those involved, paused, and 
announced that he had received my letter of resignation. 
There was an audible gasp from the congregation (I had 
only been Pastor since June 2006) and again Bishop Vasa 
paused. Then, turning to me with a smile on his face , he 
said, “Father Reinig, I do not accept your resignation.” By 
their applause, the congregation affirmed his decision.  
                                Thank you Bishop Vasa.    —  Fr. Joe Reinig 
 

Dear Bp Vasa,  Although I always knew this day would come, 
I didn’t realize it would be this difficult. Thank you for the 
past 11 years and thank you for all that you have done for 
our family. Your holiness has been an inspiration to myself, 
Julie and the boys. We will miss you very much and wish 
you the very best.         Persevere.     — The Schiemer Family 
 

“Unless a Grain of wheat…” You definitely died a  little bit 
for our diocese and you did bear abundant fruit that will 
last forever in our diocese and in our hearts. My family and 
I, and the Spanish community will be grateful to you al-
ways. You leave a sorrow in our hearts but we also knew 
that this day would occur. You also leave a joy in us for all 
your dedication and teachings that you taught us. We pray 
that God accompany you in your journey through his Vine-
yard and you will keep touching hearts and bearing fruits 
for God and his church. 
Gracias Señor Obispo, Don Roberto siempre, estará en 
nuestro corazón y en nuestras oraciones; no nos olvide. 
                                              —  Respetuosamente, Gustavo Ruiz  

Although you never would let us celebrate anything for 
you, I will miss the subtle and not-so-subtle gifts we used 
to try to come up with for you. One of the top 10 had to be 
the tree stump we had cut for you since you love to work 
with wood, but by far my favorite was the parking sign we 
made for you at the Chancery Office –  
 

Bishop  

Of 

Baker 
 

The best part was how we chose to honor your “fix it” per-
sonality by attaching it to the large rock out front by using 
almost an entire roll of duct tape.  What a sight!  Boy did 
we get to shed some tears of laughter over that one!  Oh 
how I will miss those moments!                                     — Hope 
 

I have nothing but gratitude in my heart towards God for 
the opportunity to work with Bishop Vasa this past year.  
He is someone who not only teaches the Gospel message, 
but authentically and courageously lives it and defends      
it.  I thank God for Bishop Vasa for his years here in the   
Diocese of Baker. Count on our prayers, Bishop Vasa, for 
your next assignment in the Diocese of Santa Rosa.                                                                 
                                                                                     — Jill Schwartz 
 

The one memory that comes to mind is the day of 
the Acolyte installation at St. Mary’s. It was a very snowy 
day and the Acolytes were assembling early. One of the 
gentlemen asked if I could open the sacristy so that he 
could get dressed and I informed him that the priests usu-
ally get dressed in the Retreat Center. He seemed insistent 
on his idea, so I said I would go ask the Bishop. I started 
treading across the snowy grass toward his house, when     
I heard a voice call, "Marcy!" I looked back over at the      
Retreat Center and there was Bishop Vasa, dressed in his 
grubby clothes, shoveling the sidewalk before everyone 
got to the Chapel. That is how Bishop Vasa is and will 
be. There is no job too small for this wonderful man. He has 
quite a sense of humor and has truly been a gift to our   
Diocese.  I will miss him!                       
                                                                                — Marcy Marshall  
 

Bishop Vasa has been an amazing instrument of God for 
more than a decade here in the Diocese of Baker. I person-
ally have grown in various ways through my opportunity 
for close interaction with him. His vast knowledge and 
problem-solving ability are only overshadowed by his 
“pearls of wisdom” that he casts regularly. My family and   
I thank our Heavenly Father for the close relationship we 
have been given with Bishop Vasa. May the Holy Spirit con-
tinue to guide and protect him on his journey.   
                                                       God Bless you.      — Joe Hayes 
 

On the first day I met Bishop Vasa I was asked “How is 
he?” and my answer was "He is a keeper”.  He overheard 
me and turned around to see who was talking.  That is how 
we met. After all these years I still believe my first impres-
sion. As much as I would like to have him as our Bishop, 
God has greater things for him to do.  Bishop, thank you for 
your time with us and the blessings with which you gifted 
us.                                                                    
                                                                                   — Virginia Mohr 


