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PARISH NEWS:  New Parish Hall Construction Begins  
 After eight months of planning, designing, discussing, 
discerning and - most importantly - praying, the rebuilding 
of Holy Family Catholic Church's Parish Hall in Burns has 
begun.  

On Monday, July 18, at 12:10 p.m., Holy Mass was 
offered for the success of the project.    In attendance were 
the general contractor, architect, project assistants, Holy 
Family's building committee and many parishioners. 
After the Holy Mass everyone gathered outside at the 
work site [see photo] and participated in the prayer and 
blessing marking the ground-breaking.  
 As the parish looks toward the future with hope 
and anticipation for a new gathering center, we also 
pray for the young man who chose to burn down the 
hall last November, that he may look to God's merciful 
love with hope for forgiveness and rehabilitation. 

The old parish hall burned down in an arson fire       
on November 9, 2010. While the new construction is 
expected to exceed $1,000,000, the building was fully 
insured and no one was injured and no other structures 
were affected.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PARISH NEWS:  On, Sunday, July 10, eight members of 
the Divine Mercy Cenacle of St. Patrick Catholic Church 
in Madras (pictured below) were installed as Eucharistic 
Apostles of Divine Mercy by the pastor, Fr. Luis Manuel 
Flores-Alva. Another member, Gari Lynn Tocher was 
installed on July 24, at the church of Blessed Kateri 
Tekakwitha in Warm Springs. The mission of the apostles 
is to bring the message of Christ’s mercy to a hurting 
world. The Cenacle meets every week to study the 
diaries of St. Faustina Kowalska, the Bible and the 
Catechism of the Church, and to pray for those in need 
of mercy. They welcome the opportunity to pray the 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy with the sick and dying.   
 “This has been such a wonderful opportunity to 
grow in our faith. As a group we are pleased to include 
representatives from all 3 of the prominent cultures in 
our parish. Latino, Anglo and Native Americans have 
joined as one to bring comfort in this troubled world,” 
said Lynn Kowaleski, Cenacle Facilitator. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left to right: Antonia Botero, Carmen Parkins, Bonnie 
Namenuk, Karyn Gorman, Fr. Luis Flores, Mariana Frutos, 
Lynn Kowaleski, Tomasa Trevino, and Barbara Williams. 
 
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER-REFRESH YOUR RELATIONSHIP:  
 Marriage Encounter weekends offer 
couples a chance to look at their marriage, 
priorities and lifestyle. There are opportunities 
to learn effective communication, enhance 
the love between husband and wife and 
rediscover mutual hopes and dreams.  

The next Marriage Encounter Weekend in Central 
Oregon is scheduled for: October 28-30, 2011, at the 
Powell Butte Retreat Center. For more information, call 
or e-mail Shawn and Sally Sutton at (541) 536-7619 or 
Sssutton4@msn.com.  

mailto:Sssutton4@msn.com


REFLECTIONS FROM BISHOP SKYLSTAD...The Church of Diversity 
 One of the great gifts of our Catholic Church 
universal is its diversity. The Church is a big tent. We 
recognize the Church worldwide imbedded in many 
countries and cultures. In my travels for the International 
Committee of Bishops and as a member   of the Catholic 
Relief Services Board a few years ago, I have found that 
wherever I was, whether in Africa, South or Central 
America, the Philippines, Russia or Vietnam, I felt at 
home in the Church. This was faith family. We are 
profoundly connected in the Church through our 
Baptism and through our faith in the Lord Jesus as the 
Body of Christ. 
 But we must also be mindful of relationships 
beyond our faith community. In the first words of the 
Pastoral Constitution of the Church in the Modern 
World, we read that “The joy and the hope, the grief  
and the anguish of the people of our time, especially      
of those who are poor or afflicted in any way, are the  
joy and hope, the grief and anguish of the followers       
of Christ as well.” Thus we have seen in recent years  the 
development of the social teaching of the Catholic 
Church. One spiritual writer has commented that the 
Second Vatican Council has helped to make the parable 
of the Good Samaritan come alive. 
 Our strong sense of appreciation of diversity within 
our Church must also be sensitive to the diversity of 
other faith communities, whether mainline Protestants, 
Evangelicals, or interreligious groups such as the Jews 
and Muslims. We also relate to them as sisters and 
brothers in God. In the United States alone through     
the USCCB (United States Catholic Conference of 
Bishops), there are several ongoing dialogues with other 
faith communions. Just recently I completed my role as 
co-chair (Methodist Bishop James Whitaker of Florida 
the other co-chair) of the Catholic-Methodist dialogue. 
Our theme for this seventh series of dialogue was the 
Eucharist and the environment. 
 There is another aspect of diversity we must 
recognize within our own Catholic Church. We are rich 
and poor, we are Republicans and Democrats. We are 
conservative and liberal. We are citizens and 
undocumented migrants.  We are active and inactive.  
We are joyful and angry. We are reconciled and bitter. 
We are cynics and optimists. We are welcoming and 
resentful of new arrivals. Welcome to the human   
family!  
 All of this complicated mixture calls us to constant 
conversion of heart.  Both the far left and far right can 
be arrogant, thinking their way is the only way.  Rigidity 
sets in. Community is weakened and polarized. Our 
teaching on the dignity of the human person is violated. 
Also in this regard, we can say, “Welcome to the human 
family.” 
 As Catholics, we are called to holiness of life in and 
through our relationships. We are called to be the      
face of Jesus to one another, to the world.    Let’s do it! 
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SAINTS AND FEASTS:  St. Bernard      
of Clairvaux, August 20 St. Bernard, 
who lived in the late 11th and 12th 
centuries, was the second founder       
of the Cistercians, also called the 
Trappists, an order which observes 
the Benedictine rule strictly. Bernard 
is a Doctor of the Church, who is 
known for the genuine emotion and 
comforting tone of his sermons, many of which are in 
the Roman Breviary, the prayer of the Church. The 
prayer to Mary, the Memorare, is also ascribed to 
Bernard.  
 Bernard rose to the office of Abbot of the 
monastery at Clairvaux and erected many other abbeys 
of the Cistercian discipline. He is said to have practiced 
physical penances that exhausted his body, but always 
remained ready to praise and honor God.   
 The Mass said on his feast is the Common of 
Doctors and highlights his emphasis on the spirit of 
community. The Gospel emphasizes this by relating four 
of Christ’s parables: those that stress the Christian as 
salt, the light of the world, the city on a mountain and 
the lamp in the house. In the prayers of the feast the 
Church remembers St. Bernard as appointed by the Lord 
to be the steward and father over a monastic family, an 
office he performed faithfully. His example is one the 
Christian can follow. 
 
RETREAT CENTER UPCOMING EVENTS: 
August 20-21:   World Youth Day Celebration  

         This gathering will join with the Pope in 
praying The Stations of the Cross and his 
Closing Mass.  Besides times for prayer and 
reflections on this year's World Youth Day 
theme, "Rooted and built up in Jesus Christ, 
Firm in the Faith," we will have the opportunity 

to discuss ways we can live this faith in our lives, plus 
commit ourselves to helping each other to be built up in 
Jesus Christ.   
 

August 26-28:   Diocesan Ministry Training Conference  
 There is still time to mark your 
calendars for this year’s Ministry 
Training Conference, August 26 - 28 
at the Powell Butte Retreat Center.  
 Are you looking for creative 
ideas for the class-room? Are you 
developing or improving your youth ministry program?    
Are you brainstorming with others across the Diocese? You 
will not want to miss this year’s conference. Not a 
catechist?     No problem.  You are still welcome to join us.  
 

August 31 - September 1:   School In-Service 

Sept 8 - 9:  St. Mary Academy, The Dalles, Middle School Retreat  

September 17:   Annual Pro-Life Conference  
September 30:   Congress for Hispanic Leaders  

FIGHT 

FOR 

CHRIST 
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NOTICIAS HISPANAS: Dios se ha ido manifestando a 
través de acontecimientos, personas, ángeles, etc. Pero 
lo importante es que en el centro de toda la historia de 
salvación, Dios es fidelidad, búsqueda, comunicación. El 
plan de salvación de Dios se realiza en la persona de 
Jesús: su encarnación, vida, enseñanza, etc. 
 La Eucaristía es fuente y cima de toda la vida 
cristiana (LG 11). Los demás sacramentos, como también 
todos los misterios eclesiales y las obras de apostolado, 
están unidos a la Eucaristía y ahí ya se ordena. La 
Sagrada Eucaristía, en efecto, contiene todo el bien 
espiritual de la Iglesia, es decir, al propio Cristo, nuestra 
Pascua (CIC 13 24) 
 Los signos de la Eucaristía son el pan y el vino; son 
signos que están presentes a lo largo de la historia del 
pueblo de Israel y que siguen estando presentes en la vida 
de la Iglesia. El Pan y el Vino de la Eucaristía se enmarcan 
en la experiencia vivida de la humanidad; dones sagrados 
de la tierra que sirven para bendecir a Dios, para ofrecerle 
el testimonio de nuestro agradecimiento sobre el mundo. 
 El Pan es el alimento básico ( expresión de vida, 
trabajo, prosperidad). Símbolo de cualquier otro 
alimento cultural o espiritual. Símbolo de unidad de la 
Iglesia: muchos granos en un Pan, muchas personas son 
una comunidad. El mismo Cristo dijo “Yo soy el pan de la 
vida” J n 6,35 toda fortaleza, substancia y don (sabiduría, 
salvación, felicidad…). 
 “El banquete Eucarístico es verdaderamente un 
banquete sagrado en el que la sencillez de los signos 
contienen el abismo de la santidad de Dios. El pan que se 
parte en nuestros altares, ofrecido a nuestra condición 
de peregrinos en camino por las sendas del mundo, es 
pan de los ángeles”. Verdaderamente la Eucaristía es 
misterio de fe… “no veas exhorta San Cirilo de Jerusalén 
–en el Pan y en el Vino meros y naturales elementos, 
porque el señor ha dicho expresamente que son su 
Cuerpo y su Sangre: la fe te lo asegura, aunque los 
sentidos te sugieran otra cosa… el Pan y el Vino han 
dejado de existir después de la Consagración”. En el 
Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica podemos leer los 
números 1333, 1334, 1335 y 1336; pensemos y meditemos 
sobre ellos. Jesús, presente en los signos de Pan y Vino, 
renueva nuestro compromiso de compartir con los 
hermanos algo de lo que somos y tenemos. 
 Por eso, en la Misa, presentamos nuestra ofrenda: 
Pan y Vino. En el Catecismo hemos visto lo que éstas 
ofrendas significan dentro del contexto de la antigüedad 
y de la nueva alianza. 
 El Pan: siempre será alimento que revitaliza y se 
comparte en un clima de fraternidad; siempre será, signo 
de fidelidad y de unidad entre quienes lo parten y lo 
comparten en familia. El Vino: siempre será símbolo de 
celebración festiva entre quienes comparten un mismo 
motivo de alegría. Nosotros compartimos la misma 
esperanza en el mismo Señor Mesías. ¿Cómo acoges hoy 
a Jesús, pan de vida?¿A qué compromiso te invita hoy 
Jesús?¿Qué podemos hacer por los que no tienen pan? 

DIOCESAN NEWS:  Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 

 A group of Klamath Falls parishioners is planning a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land in May of 2012.  The 10- day 
pilgrimage will be led by the renowned Steve and     
Janet Ray, producers of the “Footprints of God” 
documentaries.  If you are interested in joining this 
spiritually enriching biblical adventure or have any 
questions, please contact Ben Quen at (541) 850-3939 or 
e-mail him at bquen01@gmail.com. 
 
WHY AND HOW HAVE THE MASS TEXTS BEEN REVISED?   
 In this issue of the Chronicle the changes in the 
Liturgy of the Word will be addressed. After the first two 
readings, the response will still be, “Thanks be to God.” 
While there are almost no differences in the English 
texts from Scripture, there are some additions and 
changes to the words that precede and follow the 
proclamation of the Gospel.  

If there is an assisting deacon, he will go to the 
priest and ask for a blessing before the Gospel. The 
words of the priest will change from “worthily proclaim” 
the Word, to “worthily and well.” If the priest is 
proclaiming the Gospel, he will offer a short prayer in a 
low voice. The change to that prayer is primarily that he 
will say “holy Gospel,” instead of just “Gospel.” 
 When the priest or deacon stands at the ambo and 
greets the people with “The Lord be with you,” they 
respond “And with your spirit,” just as in the introductory 
rites. At the end of the Gospel, only one word has been 
added to the congregation response, “Glory to you, O 
Lord.” The word “O” has been added before “Lord” and 
“God” in all prayers of the Mass. The conclusion remains 
the same, “Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 Scripture readings are taken from a separate book, 
called The Lectionary for Mass. Although this text is being 
revised, for now it will remain the same as it has been. As 
usual, the priest or deacon may continue to base the 
homily on the Scripture texts, but they may also use the 
new translation of various prayers as bases for a homily. 
  
ST. PETER CATHOLIC SCHOOL:  ONTARIO 
“Be it known to all who enter here that Christ is the reason for 
this school.  Christ is the unseen but ever present teacher in its 
faculty and the inspiration of its students.”  

     

 Founded in 1979, our school welcomes all religious 
denominations.  Our concern is your child as an individual.  
In all that we do, we strive to further each child’s 
emotional and educational development. 
 St. Peter grade levels are Kindergarten - 5th grade. 
We teach Religious Education, Latin and Spanish, choral 
music and orchestra, physical education through Treasure 
Valley College, and we have a weekly Mass. 
 To encourage a more well-rounded experience at our 
school, we have many outside field trips and educational 
tours. To accomplish this we have strong parental and 
community support through our many successful fund-raisers. 
 This is an open invitation to come and see all we have to 
offer.      Sincerely, Rev. Fr. Jude Nwachukwu,  Administrator 

mailto:bquen01@gmail.com


plaque in the foyer, which reads: “Be it known to all  
who enter here that Christ is the reason for this school. 
He is the unseen but ever present teacher in its classes. 
He is the model of its faculty and the inspiration of         
its students.”  There are currently 70 pupils enrolled at 
St. Peter School.  
 Mass on Saturday evening was at 5 p.m. with the 
Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus 
Christi) being commemorated. Father Jude sang the 
sequence from Corpus Christi for the solemnity. The 
Knights of Columbus hosted a dinner for 250 people that 
evening with music and food enjoyed by all.  
 On Sunday Masses were celebrated at 9 and 11 a.m. 
The Fourth Degree Knights escorted the ministers to  
the altar. To close the celebration there was a barbecue 
hosted by the whole parish with hamburgers and hot 
dogs, along with carne asada from the Hispanic 
Ministries, and side dishes brought by parishioners to 
share. There were about 400 people in attendance and 
entertainment was by the Richie Navarrete family band. 
The Knights also brought their ice cream maker to 
supply the crowd with sundaes for dessert.  
 One hundred years of sacraments, prayer and 
preaching were marked in this celebration. With the help 
of the Holy Spirit Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church in 
Ontario will continue to bring Christ and His Gospel to 
the people of the area far into the future.  
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PARISH NEWS:  On June 24, 25 and 26, 2011, Blessed 
Sacrament Parish in Ontario, Oregon, celebrated its 
centennial with three days of liturgy, prayer and 
fellowship.  Bishop  William  Skylstad,  Apostolic 
Administrator for the Diocese of Baker, attended and 
presided at several of the Masses.  
 The event began Friday evening with a 6 p.m. Mass 
over celebrated by the bishop. Father Joseph Reinig 
acted as pastor for the weekend and assisted Bishop 
Skylstad. Other priests coming for the event were 
Reverend  Francis  Ekwugha  from  Bend,  Father 
Christopher Agoha from La Grande, Father Camillus 
Fernando from Vale, along with resident priests Fathers 
Jude Nwachukwu and Daniel Maxwell. Father Chido 
Ezeribe traveled from Nigeria to bring a message of 
congratulations from Bishop Martin Uzokwu of the 
diocese of Minna in that country, which is also 
celebrating its centennial this year.  (see picture right) 
 After Mass the congregation enjoyed a turkey and 
roast beef dinner prepared by the parish’s Altar Society 
and the Little Red House. There was adoration in the 
church until 1 a.m. the next morning.  
 On Saturday there was an open house at which    
100 balloons, hung on the fence around St. Peter 
Catholic School, greeted those who toured the campus. 
Parishioners and other community members were 
invited to view the church, school and other buildings 
and learn the history of the parish. The first church was 
finished in February of 1911. The current building was 
dedicated May 6, 1951, 50 years later.  
 The church contains an altar carved in the 1950s    
by a Payette artist, gothic beams milled in the former 
Ontario millwork plant and steel beams for the 
basement manufactured in nearby Nyssa. The altar 
contains relics of St. Fulgentius and St. Auctae. A 
renovation is underway and a new lectern, podium for 
the tabernacle, shelving and moldings of cherry wood 
tones were fashioned in Payette. The floor under the 
altar has been replaced with tile.  
 For the centennial the church was adorned with  
100 roses, gathered from parishioners’ yards. Mary Kay 
Collins and Mary Ann Peterson took on the mission to 
collect the symbolic number of flowers, while other 
Altar Society members cleaned and decorated the church 
and prepared the dinner.  
 Those who wished could also tour the food bank, 
started in the 1970s by former pastor Father Condon, as 
well as the Little Red House, where clothing is recycled 
for customers at bargain prices. The new Father 
Kirkpatrick Parish Hall was finished in the summer of 
2009 and was staffed on the centennial weekend by 
youth who showcased their camp programs. Father 
Cletus Kirkpatrick, for whom the hall is named, was  a 
well-loved assistant pastor and chaplain to Holy Rosary 
Hospital in Ontario.  
 The school opened in 1979, when it was dedicated 
by Bishop Thomas Connolly. Its motto is inscribed on a 


