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PARISH NEWS:    St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Hood  
River recently celebrated First Reconciliation, First 
Communion, Confirmation and a baccalaureate Mass   
for graduating high school seniors. Youth leaders and 
catechists Maria Ramirez, Sharon Foss and a dozen 
others prepared the young people for these important 
events. Deacons Lou De Sitter and David Raj also taught 
in the formation program. 

Bishop Skylstad confirmed 150 young people on 
May 29 and 161 First-Communicants received the 
Eucharist that day. St. Mary’s staff is grateful to all who 
supported the event, including parents and godparents.  

Youth minister Patty Romero said the soccer 
program at the parish involves 160 youngsters and 100 
adults, overseen by five main coaches. The effort is part 
of the parish’s learning and praying together.  
 

PARISH NEWS:    OUR LADY OF THE VALLEY CAR RAFFLE 
OPEN TO ALL DIOCESE OF BAKER PARISHIONERS. 
Drawing to  be held September 8, 2011, at 6 p.m. at Max 

Square  during  the 
“Celebrate  La Grande,” 
event.      
        Winner need not 
be present to win and 
is responsible for all  
applicable  taxes.   
First Prize: 2011 Ford 
Fiesta, MSRP $13,995, 
Second Prize: $1,000 
Cash, Third Prize: $500 
Cash.  For tickets call:  
(541) 963-7341.  Thank 
you for your support.  
 

CAMP NEWS:  A well-stocked Camp Connolly Store held 
its 2011 opening during the High School Kickback Camp 
in June. All kinds of items  from places too numerous to 
list were   spread out on three tables, a counter, a cabi-
net and a clothesline strung up to dangle rosaries across 
one end. A new feature was stuffed animals; some          
of them can be 
s t r a n g e :  t h i s 
time a flamingo 
and Nemo were 
among Horton’s 
Friends. A huge 
snake will make 
an  appearance 
sometime  this 
summer. 
 All of this is due to  generosity of donors. We appre-
ciate all the things that keep coming in. Without you we 
could not have had such a lovely display. Thank you for all 
you have done in helping us make our store successful. 
             

                                                                                             Confirmation May 29 - Hood River Armory 

Confirmation May 29 

First Holy Communion 1  PM 

First Holy Communion 8 AM 

First Holy Communion 10 AM  

Have you signed up for Camp yet? 

Read more on page 2. 



REFLECTIONS FROM BISHOP SKYLSTAD…CENTENNIAL IN ONTARIO 
On the weekend of June 25 and 26, I traveled to 

Blessed Sacrament Parish in Ontario for their centennial 
celebration. Actually, the event began with a Mass  and 
dinner on Friday evening, the Solemnity of the Birth of 
John the Baptist. This event was hosted by the altar 
society. On Saturday evening, we celebrated the vigil 
Mass for the Feast of the Body and Blood of Jesus, again 
followed by a dinner prepared by the members of the 
Knights of Columbus. Finally, we celebrated  two Masses 
on Sunday morning commemorating the Fast of Corpus 
Christi, the last in Spanish, again followed by a barbeque 
after the last Mass. The weather was perfect for all of 
the events and everyone seemed to have a great time.  
In addition, I was invited on Saturday morning to tour 
Saint Alphonsus Medical Center just a couple of blocks 
away from Blessed Sacrament Church. 

Centennials are very important events to celebrate.  
For me personally these three days were a rich 
experience of coming to know a community of faith in 
the far eastern part of our diocese.  I was impressed with 
history of the place and the obvious deep commitment 
of so many down through the last 100 years, who have 
made possible what the parish experiences and 
celebrates today. We need to remember our past as a 
faith people. We have a wonderful tradition in our 
Church of remembering the saints and history of the 
past. All of that becomes a part of our own story of faith.  
Here in the Northwest, our history in the Church is 
relatively short, but nonetheless important. With 
technology today of digital cameras, computers, LCD 
projectors one can put together rather easily a collage of 
pictures and history that helps us remember. These 
historical memories of Blessed Sacrament Parish 
continued to be shown during each of the meals and will 
become part of the archives of the parish for future 
generations. 

In a centennial, we must also celebrate the present 
in thanking God and all who have made possible what 
we experience today as a faith community. One has to 
marvel in looking at the parish community in Ontario to 
see the parish facilities including a Catholic school as well 
as a Catholic health care facility at this centennial 
milestone. For example, our Catholic health care facilities 
often were founded and established in areas where such 
facilities were either non-existent or the population was 
underserved. That need for health care continues in the 
Ontario area and Saint Alphonsus Medical Center serves 
a population that would find it very difficult to obtain 
health care elsewhere. The mission of Catholic health 
care in general has always been sensitive to the needs of 
the vulnerable and the poor. 

Finally, a centennial celebration provides a jumping 
off point for the next 100 years. We offer our 
congratulations, prayers and best wishes to Blessed 
Sacrament Parish and their pastor, Father Jude, as they 
begin their faith venture for the next 100 years! 
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USCCB ANNOUNCEMENT:   Pope Benedict XVI has  
accepted the resignation of Bishop Daniel F. Walsh, 73, 
from the pastoral governance of the Diocese of Santa 
Rosa in California. Bishop Robert F. Vasa, 60,  appointed 
coadjutor bishop of the same diocese on February 24, 
2011, now succeeds him as bishop of Santa Rosa.   
 The appointment was publicized June 30, by Msgr. 
Jean-Francois Lantheaume, chargé d’affaires at the    
Apostolic Nunciature in Washington.  
 
SAINTS AND FEASTS:   St. Anne, whose feast is on July 26, 
has a name that means “grace,” but her title in the liturgy 
is officially “the mother of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.” Thus the feast 
is not only that of a saint, but of the 
work of redemption by Our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  

Anne and Joachim were wealthy 
by Old Testament standards, but 
gave one third of their income to the 
poor, one third to the temple and 
kept the rest to live on. Despite their 
generosity, the couple was not blessed with children and 
so both were the scorn of their neighbors and 
acquaintances.  

Finally, after years of beseeching God for the gift of 
offspring, a legend says an angel appeared to Joachim, 
saying, “Thy prayer is heard …. A daughter shall be born 
to thee and thou shalt call her the name Mary. She shall be 
dedicated to the Lord from childhood and shall be filled 
with the Holy Spirit.” 

St. Anne reminds us that next to God, we owe our 
faith principally to our mothers and grandmothers, who 
prayed for us and taught us about the spiritual life.  

In the Mass, the readings present St. Anne as the 
perfect housewife and mother. They go further, though, 
to tell all Christians that even living the duties of our state 
in life is not enough; we need to make the kingdom of God 
our first and greatest objective in order to arrive at the 
heavenly reward that the saints now enjoy.  
 
CAMP CONNOLLY NEWS: With its resources of a beautiful 
Camp facility in a wonderful setting, theologically formed, 
trained and schooled people, plus properly screened 
volunteers, the Diocese is able to provide an experience 
that is difficult to match anywhere else. Visit the links below 
and view the best Diocese of Baker Camp Videos ever 
made! Each provide a wonderful insight into the full Camp 
experience. Each show the healthy balance of learning, 
prayer, and fun that makes up a Diocese of Baker Camp. 
Please encourage more youth to attend this summer’s 
Camps. Forward these videos to everyone you know and 
help them to attend an ecclesiastically approved Catholic 
Camp this summer. There are still five camps left this 
summer. Visit the Youth and Family Events page at our 
website for more info and the High School and Family Events 
pages for videos.  http://dioceseofbaker.org/family_events.htm 
and    http://dioceseofbaker.org/high_school_events.htm    
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NOTICIAS HISPANAS:  El próximo 12 13 y 14 agosto en el 
Centro de Retiros Diocesano, tendremos nuestro primer 
Campamento Familiar completamente en español, el 
tema del campamento es “Una Persona es una Persona, 
por muy pequeña que sea.”  
 Este campamento ha sido planeados por familias 
para familias, estos campamentos están centrados en 
Cristo y son una oportunidad para crecer juntos en la fe 
católica. Hay momentos para rezar y jugar en familia. 
Hay momentos para compartir actividades y oraciones 
con los de la misma edad y género. Pero sobre todo es 
un tiempo para escapar de ese mundo frenético que 
intenta separar a las familias. Vivimos en un mundo el 
cual nos lleva cada día más a vivir a aislados de los demás 
pero lo que es más triste y más crítico es que está 
acabando con nuestras familias es por eso que esta 
oportunidad es una oportunidad para reencontrarnos 
con nuestras familias y con nuestra comunidad 
diocesana, y ser miembros activos y vivos de nuestra 
Iglesia, Iglesia que es el cuerpo de Cristo, recordemos 
que la familia es la Iglesia doméstica que la familia es 
también la base de nuestra sociedad y que si tenemos 
familias santas y sanas tendremos una sociedad digna en 
la cual podemos vivir tranquilamente.  
 Has un esfuerzo por asistir a este campamento 
como adultos lo disfrutarán y sus hijos se lo agradecerán. 
Escapemos a un lugar sagrado para estar unidos con la 
Sagrada Familia de Jesús, María y José. 
 El costo es muy cómodo y es de la siguiente manera: 
Personas que viven en la Diócesis: $ 40 por persona, 
máximo de $ 200 por familia, menores de 2 años GRATIS. 
Personas que vienen de fuera de la Diócesis: $ 55 por 
persona, $ 300 máximo por familia, menores de 2 años 
GRATIS. 
 Para las reflexiones del campamento utilizaremos 
dos libros uno que todos deberíamos de tener en 
nuestra casa y ser el más importante de nuestras 
lecturas la Santa Biblia el otro libro es un libro de Dr. 
Seuss, este libro se llama ¡Horton escucha a Quien! 
¿podemos nosotros escuchar a Dios?, En este mundo 
frenético en el que vivimos y que tenemos tan poco 
tiempo para estar en paz y poder escuchar a Dios. Una 
persona es una persona no importa qué tan pequeña 
sea; que es la dignidad de una persona para nosotros y 
desde cuando consideramos a una persona una persona. 
Aunque no veamos el cielo sabemos que el cielo existe y 
tal vez como Jesucristo nuestro señor tengamos que 
sufrir primero para poder estar ahí. Gritemos nuestra fe 
para que el mundo se entere de esa fe seamos parte e 
llevar esa fe a todo el mundo recordando lo que Jesús 
nos mandó, llevar su palabra hasta los confines del 
mundo. Y para salvar el mundo necesitamos hasta el más 
pequeño de todos, todos pero absolutamente todos 
somos necesarios para salvar nuestra sociedad y no 
importa qué tan pequeños o insignificantes nos creamos 
Dios nos ha dado dones y nos los a dado para que los 
usemos en beneficio de los demás. 

WHY AND HOW HAVE THE MASS TEXTS BEEN REVISED?   
 In the Introductory Rites, currently most parishes 
begin with a song, so some of us may not experience any 
change here.  If, however, a parish customarily recites or 
sings the Entrance Antiphon, there will be new translations 
of those, each of which is proper to the Sunday.   
 In the Sign of the Cross and Greeting, the response to 
“The Lord be with you,” changes from  “And also with 
you” to “And with your spirit,” an more exact rendering of 
the Latin in which the Mass was originally written.  This 
response is inspired by passages in four different epistles 
and, like all the changes, roots us more deeply in Scripture. 

In the Penitential Act, the third one, “Lord, have 
mercy, etc.”  is the most common. The translation of the 
Greek, “Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison,” does not change, 
but the acclamations that introduce this option will.  If 
the priest chooses to use the Confiteor as an option, 
there will be a few changes in the translation of that. 
When the Confiteor is used, the “Kyrie” in either English 
or Greek must be said or sung following it.  

The third option for the Penitential Act is one in 
which the priest says, “Lord, we have sinned against you; 
Lord, have mercy” and the people repeat the last part. 
This has undergone a complete new translation. The 
absolution - “May almighty God have mercy on us, etc.” - 
at the end of Penitential Act will not change its wording.  
 All of the options above may be replaced by the 
blessing and sprinkling of water, known in Latin as the 
Asperges.  

 
RACHEL’S VINEYARD:  Did involvement in an abortion 
change you? Convinced yourself that you have dealt 
with your abortions? Have you been looking at the 
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat bulletin ad for years and 
wondering if it is right for you? Forgiveness and mercy 
await you. You are invited to start your healing journey 
at one of the upcoming retreats in Portland: June 24-26, 
2011 and September 23-25. Participation is strictly 
confidential. 
     Contact Project Rachel at 1-800-249-8074 or e-mail: 
ProjectRachel@catholiccharitiesoregon.org. The cost is 
$150.00 for meals, room, and all retreat materials.    
Don't let financial constraints stop you, there is 
generous financial assistance! The national website is 
www.rachelsvineyard.org . 
 
PARISH REQUEST:  Marian Academy in La Grande is 
looking for a donation of ten used student desks.   
Anyone who can help may call Julie at (541) 963-0861  or 
e-mail her at marianacademy@eoni.com. 
 
THE DIOCESAN CHRONICLE IS LOOKING FOR NEWS:  
If you have a newsworthy story you would like to share, 
please e-mail it to us at Terri@dioceseofbaker.org . 

  

Understanding the Revised Mass Texts, Second Edition © 2010 Archdiocese of  
Chicago:  Liturgy Training Publications; www.LTP.org.    

https://webmail.catholiccharitiesoregon.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=21f508a85a14422a94c0a2f8a943087c&URL=mailto%3aProjectRachel%40catholiccharitiesoregon.org
http://www.rachelsvineyard.org
mailto:marianacademy@eoni.com


PARISH NEWS:  “God Created Everything Good” was the 
theme for this year’s Our Lady of Angels Parish Vacation 
Bible School held June 13-17, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 132 children attended the event which was 
overseen by Director of Religious Education Michelle 
Edwards and facilitated by many adult volunteers and 25 
youth group members. Children were divided into four 
sets of age groups, moving through four different 
activities throughout the morning: music, a Biblically-
based science lesson, crafts, and outdoor games.  
Thursday was “Water Day”, a day to get as wet as a child 
wished to during outdoor games.  The week ended with 
a children’s Mass on Friday at 11 a.m. celebrated by the 
Pastor, Fr. Paul Mbatia.  The Mass was followed by a 
barbecue picnic for the children and the volunteers. 
 The staff at Our Lady of Angels, Hermiston, wish to 
thank all those who worked so hard to provide the 
children with a wonderful, memorable, experience.  God 
less all our volunteers. 
  
  On June 21, 2011, Our Lady of Angels Parish had the 
honor of hosting the Lasallian Volunteers, a group of 
post-graduate Catholic volunteers who are bicycling 
across the country to raise awareness of poverty in our 
country.  The group consists of seven men, including 
Brother Ed Phelan, and seven women. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 The Lasallian riders left Astoria, Oregon on June 14, 
2011 and will plan to arrive in Long Branch, New Jersey 
on August 14, 2011.    They are depending on the 
hospitality of various host churches, homes and even 
campgrounds along the way.  The group had ridden 91 
miles before arriving in Hermiston and planned to ride 
another 80-plus more when they left the next morning. 
 The Knights of Columbus served a very nice dinner 
for the riders on the evening of their arrival and the 
Catholic Daughters of America provided a delicious 
breakfast for them to see them on their way.  The City of 
Hermiston allowed the riders to shower at the Hermiston 
Family Aquatic Center. The Parish staff wishes to thank all 
those who provided for the Lasallian Volunteers on their 
pilgrimage and helped make them feel so welcome. 
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PARISH NEWS:    St. Thomas Aquinas, Crane: The dream 
of a Catholic Church for the rural area of Crane and 
Diamond began in the early nineties with Father Thomas 
Scanlan saying Mass in a Crane School building.  With the 
support of Bishop Thomas Connolly, Father Scanlan, the 
Catholic Extension and all of the faith community, the 
First Dedication of St. Thomas Aquinas Church took 
place on Sept. 18, 1994.   
 Along with Mass, the building was used for summer 
school with the Sisters of St. Mary of Oregon every 
year, soup and bingo during the winter months, CCD 
weekly, Mass and all the Sacraments and  a social hour 
after every Mass.  It soon became apparent that the one
-room church was being worn out from all the moving of 
chairs and tables and we needed a separate place for 
Mass and prayer.   
 On December 20, 1998, the second Dedication of  
St. Thomas Aquinas with Bishop Thomas Connolly 
officiating, took place. Over the next few years the pews 
were added one at a time to the worship area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The lumber (Juniper) for the pews was purchased, 
milled, and joined into blanks in Madras.  They were then 
brought to Crane and stored in Ken Thomas's wood 
shop.  Between 1999 and 2002 Ken made the pews one 
by one.  Bishop Connolly sat in the first one, judging the 
slope of the back.  His comment was, "You don't want it 
too straight or they will be uncomfortable, but  if it's 
back too far, they'll go to sleep".  
 The church paid for everything with the collection 
and there were no sponsors or nameplates.  The new 
statues of Mary and Joseph with Child were a gift from a 
parishioner.  Ken followed the making of the pews with 
the podium, priest chair and other sanctuary furnishings.  

 The Crane parish has 18 families and has been 
blessed with attentive priests, two supportive bishops 
and the continuing backing of its parishioners. 


