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PARISH NEWS: ENTERPRISE - Anthony Joseph Wieck, 
who grew up in rural Wallowa 
County, has been ordained a 
priest, the first priest known 
to be from the county. Wieck, 
the son of Claudette and Greg 
Wieck of rural Enterprise, is 
the sixth of nine children. He 
was ordained June 5 in the 
Springhill College Chapel in 
Mobile, Alabama by Arch-

bishop Thomas Rodi.  He is a member of the Society of 
Jesus (Jesuit) in the New Orleans Province.   
 Father Anthony celebrated Mass on August 1, at 
his home parish of St. Katherine in Enterprise.  Priests 
concelebrating with him included Fr. Bailey Clemens,     
Fr. Richard Edelin, Fr. Daniel Ochiabuto, and Fr. Ganza, 
SJ.  Preaching to a packed church, he included points on 
the importance of the Sacraments in our lives, especially 
the Eucharist and Reconciliation. He also expressed  his 
appreciation for both his immediate family and parish 
family, who were instrumental in fostering his vocation. 
St. Katherine’s Women’s Guild hosted the reception   
following Mass for a gathering exceeding 200 people.  
The parishioners raised, through donation, over $2,500 
for the event and a gift of $2,000 was presented by    
Parish Council President, Randy Morgan, to Father      
Anthony.  Father will take up his permanent residency in 
the New Orleans Province of the Society of Jesus. 
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PARISH NEWS: OUR LADY OF THE VALLEY is hosting a 
Theological Conference, October 15-16.  Keynote Speaker 
will be Deacon Harold Burke-Sibers.  Three workshops 
will be offered. Fee is $25. Call the parish at 541-963-0006 
for more information on registration and lodging .  ~  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fr. Christopher Agoha, SMMM is proudly showing off 
the new signage at Marian Academy in LaGrande.  The 
new sign, installed in August, was commissioned by the 
Women of Our Lady of the Valley, Knights of Columbus 
Council #9442 and the Neuman Club. ~  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fr. Daniel Ochiabuto sitting with students, (Left) Ms. 
Michele, Pre-School teacher and (right) Mrs. Weeks,   
Kindergarten teacher in the new “Rainbow Room” class-
room. Wall painting done by parishioner, Kathy McGee. ~  



MIND AND HEART OF BISHOP VASA: The Diocese of 
Baker, ever since its establishment in 1903, has faced the 
very serious challenge of maintaining financial stability.  
We are a Diocese composed of approximately 13,000 
Catholic families spread out over 65,000 square miles.  
That calculates out to five square miles per Catholic fam-
ily.  While the distribution of these families is hardly uni-
form the difficult reality is that there are a lot of miles 
between us and few large concentrations of Catholics.  
This reality poses a number of rather significant obsta-
cles to the fostering and growth of our faith lives. 
 One of the most difficult challenges is the main-
tenance of an appropriate spirit of unity.  A fellow 
Bishop from Steubenville, Ohio wrote: “Somehow we 
have gotten to understand the Church as a primarily  
congregationalist reality.  I know, as a bishop, I think of 
myself as the pastor or a congregation that covers 13 
counties and consists of 35,000-36,000 Catholics.  Most 
Catholics do not think of themselves as belonging        
primarily to that congregation, and they do not think of 
me as their primary pastor.  So they think of their parish 
as the primary community and their priests as their     
primary pastor.  So it is an ecclesiological issue.”  He   
further opines: “People have a deep commitment, but it 
is not a deep commitment to Christ and a deep commit-
ment to the Catholic Church; it is a deep commitment to 
their parish community.” 
 This is perhaps stated too strongly but there is a 
point here worthy of our consideration.  Each needs to 
reflect upon how the primary commitment to Christ        
is manifested.  There is certainly no necessary conflict 
between being committed to Christ and committed to 
one’s parish.  When, however, one’s commitment to 
“one’s own” parish eclipses one’s commitment to Christ 
and to the broader Church then the local commitment 
ceases to be a manifestation of unity and becomes 
something else altogether.  This in no way diminishes the  
affection one ought to have for one’s parish but it shifts 
the emphasis from seeing the parish as an end in itself as 
opposed to a means for eternal salvation. 
 It has even been reported to me that pastors 
have heard, “If we don’t have Mass in my church then     
I will not go!”  This manifests a great commitment to the 
parish but very poor commitment to Christ. 
 I have witnessed in the Diocese over these past 
ten years a very strong and dedicated commitment to 
the parish and this is very edifying.  There is no doubt 
that there is a great love and concern for the wellbeing  
of one’s own parish.  The proof, however, of the genu-
ineness of this love and concern is whether that love and 
concern extends to other parishes and to the Diocese as 
a whole. 
 The ecclesial reality is that all of the parishes    
together constitute the Diocese of Baker and that entire 
Diocese is my responsibility.   It is often a heavy respon- 

sibility with limited availability of clergy to appoint, lim-
ited personnel to staff Diocesan Offices, limited financial 
Resources, limited ability to provide clergy training and 
oversight, limited possibilities for inter-parochial events, 
non-existent Catholic Institutes of higher learning, and 
the ever present challenge of distance, which we all   
experience.   
 The establishment of The Diocesan Chronicle is 
one attempt on my part to establish better channels of 
communication and more consistent contact between 
parishes and with the Diocese.  As the header says: “for 
the sake of the unity of the Diocese and the greater 
good of souls”.    
 The establishment of the Powell Butte Retreat 
Center is another manifestation of a desire to provide a 
significant spiritual resource for our Diocese.  It was a 
long delayed response to one of the first concerns      
expressed to me by Bishop Connolly.  He said often in 
my early years, “This Diocese needs a Retreat Center!”  
In its first year of operation this Center has proved to be 
a valuable spiritual resource providing something better 
and unifying for the Diocese, particularly for our young 
people.  More than 1500 souls have benefited from     
Retreats, Days of Recollection, Conferences and Camps 
held at Camp Connolly and the Retreat Center.  This too 
has been an effort exerted for the greater good of souls, 
for the greater good of the Diocese, for the greater 
good of parishes.  I am extremely grateful to those who 
have contributed generously to this project. 
 The formation of The Legacy of Faith Catholic 
Community Foundation is likewise  ultimately directed to 
the welfare of souls and the greater good of the Diocese 
and its parishes.   
 These efforts are just a small sampling of some 
of the activities and projects which occupy us at the    
Diocesan level.  These are all things which a vast majority 
of our individual parishes would be hard pressed to    
provide for themselves as isolated units.  It is in unity 
that great things can be accomplished. 
 The Annual Appeal had been suspended for 
three years but now it is time to reinstate an Appeal.  It 
will be known as APPEAL-2010.  More details will be 
forthcoming in the next two issues of The Chronicle.  
 
 
RETREAT CENTER NEWS:  After a busy summer, the 
number of events continues to increase at the Powell 
Butte Retreat Center.  The Diocese has held almost 40 
events during 2010 and we already have 32 events sched-
uled for 2011.  October events include Day of the Son 
high school retreat October 1-3, Day of the Spirit middle 
school retreat from October 8-10, the annual clergy    
assembly and Growing in Faith Today (G.I.F.T) program 
which begins on October 10-14, followed by the Jovenes 
para Christo retreat on October 22-24.  
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2010 Growing in Faith Today (G.I.F.T ) Program 
 Featured speakers: 

Most Reverend Robert F. Vasa 
Father Daniel J. Mahan 

 

Each October the priests and deacons of the Diocese of 
Baker gather for their annual clergy assembly.   As part 
of this gathering the Diocese offers evening talks to the 
laity.  Below is a list of the presentations that will be   
offered this year: 
 

 October 10, 7:00 pm, Bishop Robert Vasa:   
How the Language of the Liturgy Shapes  
our Prayer and our Relationship with God 

 

 October 11, 7:00 pm, Father Dan Mahan:   
Building an Engaged Parish 

 

 October 12, 1:00 pm, Father Dan Mahan:   
Building an Engaged Parish (Presentation for  
Priests, Deacons, Parish Finance Councils and  
Parish Representatives) 

 

 October 12, 7:00 pm, Father Dan Mahan:   
Building an Engaged parish 

 

 October 13, 7:00 pm, Father Dan Mahan:   
An Engaging Liturgy; Making the Sacraments  
an Effective Encounter with the Divine 
 

 October 14, 11:00 am, Most Reverend Robert F. Vasa:  
How the Language of the Liturgy Shapes our Prayer 
and our Relationship with God 
  

Father Daniel J. Mahan is the executive 
director of the O’meara Ferguson  Cen-
ter for Catholic Stewardship at Marian 
University in Indianapolis Indiana.   
 Father Mahan is a priest of the 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis and was 
ordained to the priesthood in 1988.  He 
serves full-time in stewardship ministry, 

making presentations to dioceses and parishes through-
out the US, Canada and, most recently, Australia and the 
Philippines.   
 He has recently authored More Silver or Gold:  
Homilies of a Stewardship Priest, published by Saint Cath-
erine of Siena Press.  Father Mahan is also an avid Notre 
Dame football enthusiast. 
 
SAINTS AND FEASTS:  Formerly the feast of St. Michael – 
or “Michaelmas” in Britain - September 29 now cele-
brates St.  Gabriel and St. Raphael as well. All three spiri-
tual beings are powerful reminders that Christians need 
the intercession and support of these great warriors to 
do battle against the forces of evil which surround the 
earthly condition – the world, the flesh and the  devil.  
 Michael, whose name in Hebrew, means “Who   
is like God,”  led the war in heaven against Satan and   
the other angels who rebelled against God.   Although  

Michael is called “the Archangel,” many of the Church 
Fathers place him over all angels as prince of the Sera-
phim. He is the patron of grocers, mariners, paratroop-
ers, policemen and those who are ill.  
 Gabriel, whose name means “God has shown 
Himself mighty,” was, of course, the messenger who 
brought Mary the news that God had chosen her to be 
the mother of His Son at the Annunciation. Gabriel also 
appears in the Book of Daniel as a bearer of prophecy. 
He is the patron of communications workers.  
 Raphael’s name means “God heals,” and comes 
from the story in the apocryphal book of Enoch that 
Raphael healed the earth after it was defiled by the sins 
of the fallen angels. He also is featured in the Old Testa-
ment Book of Tobit, where he guides Tobiah and Sarah 
and drives out evil spirits. Raphael is the patron of the 
blind, of nurses, physicians and travelers.  
 While these angels are the only ones mentioned 
by name in Scripture, there are countless angels among 
men. Three days after the September 29 feast, on Octo-
ber 2, is the feast of the Guardian Angels, those spirits 
assigned to all Christians to help in their  journey toward 
heaven. These feasts are opportunities to acknowledge 
the gift of the good angels, who worship continuously 
before the Throne of God and provide men with an ex-
ample to follow in adoring their Creator.  
 
CONSIDER LITURGY:  The Eucharistic Prayer concludes 
with the Great Doxology on the part of the priest and 
the corresponding Great Amen of the people.  The 
change at this juncture affects the priest but I place the 
Doxology here for your study: “Through Him, and with 
Him, and in Him, to you, O God, almighty Father, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, is all honor and glory, for ever 
and ever.”  It is my hope that this change will help all of 
us focus even more fittingly on the fact that what we do 
at Eucharist is always through, with and in Christ, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, for the honoring and glorification 
of God, our almighty Father.  In the Liturgy we are united 
with Christ and with the great offering which He makes 
of Himself  to His Father.   
 The next changes would hardly be noticeable if I 
did not now bring them to your attention.  They are 
words of the priest.  After the Lord’s Prayer the priest 
will say: Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, gra-
ciously grant peace in our days, that, by the help of your 
mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all 
distress, as we await the blessed hope and the coming of 
our savior, Jesus Christ.”  I will leave it to you to make 
your own comparison with the present version.  This 
prayer is followed by the priest’s prayer for peace which 
is likewise slightly different:  “Lord Jesus Christ, who said 
to your Apostles, Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, 
look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, and 
graciously grant her peace and unity in accordance with 
your will.”  There are slight differences and I leave it to 
you to compare.   God bless you. +Bishop Vasa 
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VOCATIONS:  
Thomas Patrick Keep 
was born December 11, 
1988, in Portland and 
was raised in Beaver-
ton. In 2007, he at-
tended Portland Com-
munity College where 
he majored in Business 
Administration.  His 
spiritual  discernment 
began in 2008 when he 
realized he wanted to 
become a priest.    

 After discussing matters with the Deacon at his 
local parish, St. Pius X, Thomas  was guided to meet with 
His Excellency Kenneth Steiner, Auxiliary Bishop of Port-
land, who became his weekly mentor to discuss theol-
ogy, spirituality, and, of course, the priesthood.  
 In January, 2009, Thomas applied to the Diocese 
of Baker to pursue his vocation.  After meeting with His 
Excellency Bishop Robert Vasa, he was offered Diocesan 
sponsorship to attend St. Gregory the Great Seminary in 
Nebraska.   
 Thomas is in his second year at St. Gregory the 
Great Seminary.  We encourage you to correspond with 
Thomas through his email thomas.keep@hotmail.com or 
by mail c/o St. Gregory the Great Seminary, 800 Fletcher 
Road, Seward, NE  68434-8145.  Please keep Thomas in 
your prayers.  

 

CHILDREN’S CORNER:            

Step up and test your knowledge about the Archangels: 

  How many Archangels do we honor on September 29? 

  Whose name means “Who is like God”? 

   Whose name means “God has shown Himself mighty”? 

   Whose name means “God heals”? 

  

Do you know your prayer 

to your Guardian Angel? 

 

“Angel of God, my guardian 

dear.  To whom God’s love 

entrust me here.  Ever this 

day be at my side, to light, 

to guard, to rule and guide.         

                                   Amen” 
 

 

 

    See page 3 for your answers 
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ANNIVERSARY:  On Wednesday, September 8, the Feast 
of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Nativity of 
the Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic Church in Spring-
field celebrated two events. In addition to the titular 
feast of the parish, Father Richard Janowicz and his con-
gregation congratulated hermit Sister Mary Magdalen 
on the  60th anniversary of her religious profession.  
 Sister Mary Magdalen and her fellow hermit,   
Sister Mary Diana, came to Central Oregon in 1975 and 
established the hermitage of Our Lady of the Pines near 
Gilchrist. They spent nearly a quarter century at the    
remote site and provided a witness to the hermit life of 
prayer and penance. They relocated to Springfield in 
1998, where they have lived ever since.  
 Some Central Oregon residents traveled to 
spend the day with the sisters, along with many of their 
friends and parishioners in the Eugene area. The Sisters 
expressed their thanks to God for the blessings of their 
religious life, especially for all the holy priests they have 
known. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sister Mary Magdalen and her fellow hermit, Sister Mary 
Diana, on the  60th anniversary of her religious profession. 

 
RETREAT CENTER CELEBRATION:   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sisters Sabina, Kevin and Irene enjoying a visit at the First 
Anniversary Celebration of the Powell Butte Retreat  Cen-
ter on September 4.  The day began with Mass celebrated 
by Bishop Vasa.  Approximately 150 people came out to 
enjoy a barbecue picnic and walk the facility. 
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