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PARISH NEWS: Klamath Falls:  On the weekend of June 
12 and 13, St. Pius X parish had the premier showing of its 
new “Welcome to St. Pius Video.”  This 30-minute pres-
entation, produced by Basin Video, captures the spirit 
and the activities of the parish.  It will be presented to 
newcomers who register with the parish.  The video in-
troduces members to the parish staff, to ministries, and 
to the activities of the parish.  A secondary use of the 
video will be to re-invite fallen away members of the par-
ish with the hope of rekindling a desire to be a part of 
the parish community.  According to Fr. Rick Fischer, 
pastor, the video is an exciting ministry tool and the 
quality of the production makes it a very powerful pres-
entation.  While the DVDs are given to newcomers free, 
people who wish to purchase it may do so for $8.00.  For 
more information contact Julie at office@stpiuskf.com. 

OUR DIOCESAN YOUTH: Victoria Johnson may be soft 
spoken . . . but her witness through her actions shouts 
loud and clear.  You will frequently see her working be-
hind the scenes at her parish, St. Francis in Bend.  The 
Summer Vacation Bible School depends on her.  Plus, 
she spends hours helping with the Diocesan Youth 
Camps.  Her volunteering with the Diocese of Baker 
Youth Council is essential to the success of the Camps.  
From planning to painting she is right there.  May God 
richly reward her for her efforts.  Jesus said; “For the 
measure with which you measure will in return be meas-
ured out to you.” (Luke 6:38) 

PARISH NEWS: Pendleton:  On May 23, 2010, Bishop 
Vasa came to St. Mary's in Pendleton to dedicate our 
new altar.  Many who attended felt the presence of the 
Lord. The symbols of the water, chrism and incense 
added to the experience of the Mass.  This day came 
about from the fruitful labors of many in our parish who 
offered their time and donations.  It was an extraordi-
nary journey, bringing the altars, ambo, communion rail, 
and baptismal font to our church.  
 This beautiful gift came to us from St. Ladislaus 
Parish in Lorain, Ohio, which  celebrated its last Mass in 
September 2009, when the Diocese of Cleveland was 
forced to close many churches. When we discovered 
that the beautiful high altar was available, we brought 
both altars and other items west in a U-haul truck.  
Shortly after arriving, we began to assemble the main 
altars and communion rail.  The first unveiling happened 
on Palm Sunday of this year and the installation was 
completed with the blessing on Pentecost Sunday. We 
pray that the restoration of St. Mary's will touch many 
hearts. In Christ, Fr. Clemens. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW ALTAR AT SAINT MARY: As the altar was anointed 
the Bishop prayed:  We now anoint this altar.  May God 
in His power make it a holy, visible sign of the mystery of 
Christ and His Church.  Then as incense was rising from 
the altar:  Lord, may our prayer ascend as incense in your 
sight.  As this building is filled with fragrance so may 
your church fill the world with the fragrance of Christ. 
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MIND AND HEART OF BISHOP VASA: The law of life is 
the law of growth.  If we are not growing spiritually and 
moving forward we are standing still.  One of the themes 
of Saint Jean Marie Vianney’s life was to just keep going.  
This was also a theme of Blessed Junípero Serra who is 
noted for having repeatedly advised, “Siempre Adalante, 
Nunca Atras” (Always Forward, Never Backwards).   It is 
often difficult to measure spiritual progress but if one 
keeps persevering and not giving up then progress is 
most likely being made.   
 My last parochial Confirmation was at Hood 
River.  As in some other locations the size of the class 
required two separate celebrations, since the Church 
could not accommodate the entire group in one setting.  
The class was most attentive, a little shy but entirely de-
lightful.  The Director of Religious Education hovered 
around like a mother hen, perhaps a little flustered that 
the children did not answer as quickly or as boldly as 
they had in practice.  This is entirely understandable.  
These things are not at all distressing; if anything, they 
all add to the charm and joy of the day.  It is good to see 
these children advancing and growing in the faith, some-
times imperceptibly but always moving forward. 
 Monday, besides being Memorial Day, was also 
the Feast of the Visitation.  In honor of Mary there was 
an afternoon of Recollection scheduled at the Retreat 
Center.  When I joined the retreatants for the afternoon 
Mass I was pleased to see more than 40 persons de-
voutly praying before Our Lord in the Blessed Sacra-
ment.  When I see retreatants benefitting from Retreats 
and Days of Recollection at the Powell Butte Retreat 
Center I am reminded of the necessity of pressing for-
ward.  I am also reminded that pressing forward with the 
Retreat Center, despite the challenges entailed, has al-
ready begun to bear good spiritual fruit for our Diocese.  
It is a place of rest and prayer and it is most rewarding to 
see the place utilized and appreciated.  I also have a 
strong sense that it is a real place of grace.  By this I 
mean that it is a place where transformational grace can 
be received and where a positive response can be given 
to that grace.  It is a place for moving forward in one’s 
spiritual life. 
 The commitment to “just keep moving” may take 
us in unforeseen directions and this week two, of a total 
of seven, Religious Sisters of Mary of Kakamega are ar-
riving for ministerial service in the Diocese of Baker.  
These Sisters who come from a Community in Kenya 
(see picture on page 4) bring a zeal for souls and a spirit 
of joy which promises to infect the entire Diocese.  The 
first duty is acclimation  and preparation for the Summer 
Camp Programs with which the Sisters will be actively 
involved.   It has been our experience that the presence 
of Religious Sisters adds a most positive and energizing 
element to our Diocesan Camps and we are eager to in-
troduce the Youth to the Sisters and the Sisters to our 
Diocesan Youth. 

 Re-establishing a stronger presence of Religious 
Sisters in the Diocese is a sign of great hope.  The origi-
nal Sisters who served here throughout the earlier years 
of the Diocese did such great work and it is my hope in 
moving forward that these Sisters will now build on that 
firm foundation.  “Siempre Adalante, Nunca Atras”  
 Prior to departing for Hood River, I spent a few 
moments with a retreat group participating in a Zac-
chaeus Retreat, a conversion and evangelization retreat, 
at the Powell Butte Retreat Center.  This was a retreat in 
Spanish but the same retreat has been offered in a num-
ber of parishes in English as well.  Since I live on the cam-
pus I was able to greet and welcome them on Friday eve-
ning and have Mass for them on Saturday morning.  They 
were wrapping up the retreat on Sunday afternoon 
when I returned from Hood River, and so I was likewise 
able to greet them again and impart a closing blessing 
upon them.  It was obvious to me from their level of en-
thusiasm at the end that the retreat was a very excellent 
spiritual experience for them.  While the ultimate goal is 
perfection the necessity for now is simply to keep going 
and that is what these retreatants have done this week-
end and hopefully they will be strengthened to perse-
vere more ardently as a result of the retreat.   
 
VOCATIONS: Yes, it’s worth it!  The journey to the priest-
hood isn’t easy.  But it is worth it, as is anything that you 
are willing to work hard to accomplish.  But the differ-
ence is that, as you become a priest, you can’t help but 
realize that God is on your side.  The rewards greatly out-
weigh any of the struggles on the way.  If you are a man 
not afraid to begin this powerful journey, then contact 
Fr. Radloff at frradloff@dioceseofbaker.org . 
 
PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN: 
  There is a new Video / Workbook series titled, 
Healthy Families - Safe Children which is required view-
ing for all Parents with children in Catholic School or CCD 
programs unless the Parents specifically opt out in writ-
ing.  Contact your Pastor for details. 
 
 “Our children are a treasure and the future of our 
Holy, Catholic Church.  Jesus said, ‘Let the children come 
to Me and do not hinder them.’  Let us pledge ourselves 
to love and protect our children as Jesus calls us to love 
one another.”  Pray for the safety of all children.   
 May God bless you.  +Bishop Vasa 
 
Healthy Families: Safe Children: Table of Contents 
   Program I.  Changing the Culture  
   Program II.  Child Development 
   Program III.  Authoritative Parenting 
   Program IV.  Moral Development 
   Program V.  The Truth and Meaning of Human Sexuality 
   Program VI.  Healing the Family, the Community, and     
   Culture  
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SAINTS AND FEASTS:  Because Peter and Paul were the 
leaders in spreading Christianity to the Jews and the 
Gentiles respectively, this ancient feast, celebrated on 
June 29, has joined them together for the Church to 
honor.  Marked as well as in the Eastern Catholic and Or-
thodox churches, the feast was established either imme-
diately after their deaths or after the transfer of their 
relics in the first century. In England and Wales the feast 
is a holy day of obligation.  
 St. Peter, best known as the first Pope, was the 
chief missionary to the Jews of his time, bringing the 
message of the Messiah to those who were Christ’s 
countrymen. Because he knew Our Lord intimately, he 
was chosen by Him to lead His Church on Earth. 
 St. Paul, the son of Jewish parents, at first re-
jected Christianity, was present at the stoning of St. 
Stephen, the first martyr, and later led the persecution 
of Christians. One day on the road to Damascus he was 
reportedly thrown from his horse and experienced a 
conversion. After he was baptized, he withdrew to the 
desert, where some accounts say Christ appeared to him 
in the flesh.  
 Paul, called the Apostle of the Gentiles, brought 
Christianity to such far-flung places as Cyprus and Asia 
Minor, Corinth and Athens. His epistles to early Christian 
communities are still used extensively in the Church’s 
liturgy. The liturgical color of the feast is red, because 
both men were martyred for the Faith, Peter upside 
down on a cross and Paul by beheading.  
 Pius Parsch, in his Church’s Year of Grace, re-
marks that the early Christians celebrated this feast as a 
second Easter. “It was the birthday of Christian Rome 
and marked the triumph of Christ’s victory over pagan-
ism.”  In the Roman Martyrology this statement makes 
the importance of the feast evident: “But our founders 
(Peter and Paul) raised you (Rome) to such a pinnacle of 
glory that you have become a holy nation, a chosen race, 
a city of priests and kings, and the capital of all the world 
by being the see of Peter.” 
 
RETREAT CENTER NEWS: Recent events at the Retreat 
Center included a couple of confirmation retreats for 
youth from St. Thomas in Redmond and St. Patrick 
Church in Lakeview.  About 17 youth from Lakeview en-
joyed their 2 night stay which included a movie in the 
upper room and a campfire complete with s’mores 
(roasted marshmallows, with chocolate on a graham 
cracker) on Saturday evening.  The Retreat included a 
spiritually moving talk on the gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
Mass, Adoration and Reconciliation.  One young person 
commented in his evaluation, “The retreat is great!  I 
learned a lot from it. It made me see Jesus - God -  in a 
better way. I was learning about God while having fun. 
The church is beautiful. I’m glad I was able to go to con-
fession. I had a good time while still behaving. The cabins 
are really nice too! Don’t’ worry, be Happy!”   

RETREAT CENTER NEWS (cont.):  There were a number 
of events at the Retreat Center during the month of 
May.  St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Bend held three 
events.  These included Ministers of the Eucharist train-
ing, Lector training and a Staff Retreat.  All three events 
were well attended and for many it was the first time 
they had visited the Retreat Center.   
 A Zaccheaus Evangelization Retreat was held at 
the end of May, with about 30 adults from the Hispanic 
community in attendance.  Attendees were largely from 
Redmond, Bend, and Prineville but other Communities 
were represented as well.   
 Finally, a day of recollection entitled “Visiting 
Mary” was held on May 31st, with talks on the Feast of 
the Visitation of the Virgin Mary to her cousin Elizabeth.  
The day included a potluck social, Adoration, Reconcilia-
tion and Mass.  Almost 50 people attended this special 
day. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS: Please pray for the repose of the 
soul of Mary Ann Walton, mother of Steve Shope of St. 
Francis Parish in Bend. She died May 30 in Pennsylvania.  
 
CLERGY CORNER: We congratulate the following as they 
celebrate their ordination anniversaries during the 
month of June.  Thank you for your dedication to the 
Diocese of Baker:  Reverends Arsenius (Annunciation 
Hermitage), Luis Flores-Alva (St. Patrick, Madras), Julian 
Cassar (St. Francis de Sales Cathedral, Baker City), Bailey 
Clemens (St. Mary, Pendleton), Gerald Condon (St. Pat-
rick, Heppner) Austin Cribbin (Retired), Richard Fischer 
(St. Pius X, Klamath Falls), Robert Greiner (St. Joseph, 
Prineville), Noel Hickie (Eugene), Cornelius Kiely 
(Ecuador), Charles Nnabuife (St. Peter, The Dalles), Jo-
seph Reeves (Retired), Stan Strzyz (Retired & St. Mary, 
Powell Butte), Todd Unger (St. Thomas, Redmond), Leo 
Weckerle (Retired), and Bishop Emeritus Thomas Con-
nolly,  who was ordained as Bishop on June 30, 1971.  We 
are grateful for the years of service of all our priests. 
Please keep these and all of our priests in your prayers. 
 
AROUND ONE TABLE - THE DIOCESAN CHURCH: Con-
sider Liturgy:  The recitation of the Creed is both neces-
sary and practical.  In reciting it we need to know what 
we are affirming and that we really do mean to give our 
assent to that which we profess.  There are a number of 
changes in the Creed that will require an adjustment on 
our parts but nothing that will harm us.  The very first 
word changes.  We change from “We believe” to “I be-
lieve”.  The Profession is my personal profession of faith 
in what the Church teaches.  I cannot speak for you and 
you cannot speak for me.  We speak only for ourselves.  
At the same time we, as the Body of Christ, make a uni-
form Profession of Faith because what we profess is 
what the Church teaches. May God bless you.  +Bishop 
Vasa 
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YOUTH COUNCIL:  Movies & Bowling & Eating & You 
Tube & Painting!!!  That sounds like too much fun to be a 
church related activity.  But besides all the valuable help 
the Youth Council is in planning the Youth Events for the 
Diocese of Baker, they still have time for some fun.  
While they start by doing research on You Tube for crea-
tive ways to do an Examination of Conscience at this 
summer’s camps . . . for some reason they seem to end 
up watching some of the funniest antics that people and 
sometimes animals get themselves into.  But in the end 
the Council always accomplishes everything necessary 
to be the big help they are to the Diocese of Baker. 
 
OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: Whew!  It’s hard to 
believe I am approaching my fifth month as Director of 
Religious Education.  Since February I’ve been able to 
visit several parishes of the Diocese, representing four 
of the five deaneries.  I have appreciated meeting all 
those who are involved in Religious Education across the 
Diocese of Baker. Thank You’s: Each catechist, DRE and 
aid should have received a certificate of appreciation 
and a thank-you letter expressing the gratitude the Dio-
cese has for all those who dedicate their time to ensure 
our youth grow up knowing the faith.  Again, thank you 
for all you do! 

CHILDREN’S CORNER:  Dad’s Day!  Hey, kids, remember 
to wish your dad a Happy Father’s Day!  You know, Fa-
ther’s Day is not the only day of the year dads need to 
know they are loved and appreciated.  In fact, here are a 
few ideas you can help your dad feel special this sum-
mer.  Go ahead, try it! (You may need to ask Mom or 
someone to help!) Movie Night:  Have you watched Pis-
tachio, the new Veggie Tales movie?  Is Dad a sports fan?  
Try The Perfect Game.  Make Dad a bag of popcorn and 
at the end talk about the lessons that we learned in the 
movie. Breakfast:  Make Dad his favorite breakfast one 
Saturday or Sunday morning.  Help with the dishes after-
ward. Daddy’s Helper:  Does Dad have a “To Do” list?  
Find one thing on the list and help him complete it. 
These are just a few ideas to get you started!  You can 
use these or come up with your own ideas to show your 
“Pops,” just how much he means to you.  
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CATECHIST RETREAT: The second weekend in May 
marked our 1st Catechist Retreat at our new Retreat Cen-
ter at Powell Butte!  Our theme was “Love for Souls” 
and our motto was taken from John 15:13: “No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends.”  For some, it was their first time at the Retreat 
Center.  We heard only positive remarks about the ac-
commodations and the food, not to mention the retreat.   
Here’s what the participants had to say: “Everything was 
a ‘gift.’ Those who were not here, missed it”;  “Quiet, 
peaceful, and prayerful.  I couldn’t ask for a better re-
treat”;  “[I was touched by] the respect and acknowl-
edgement of the catechists”; “It was an opportunity to 
pray in the Lord’s presence.” 

MINISTRY TRAINING CONFERENCE: We hope you will be 
able to join us for our Ministry Training Conference in 
the Fall.  This will supply Catechists, Directors of Reli-
gious Education and Youth Ministers, practical, hands-on 
techniques and ideas for the classroom.  Look for more 
information in the next Diocesan Chronicle.       

NOTICIAS HISPANAS:   El 28, 29 y 30 de mayo tuvimos un 
retiro de Evangelización y conversión en nuestro Centro 
de Retiros de Powell Butte y antes de partir a Hood 
River, el Señor  Obispo pasó un rato con el grupo de par-
ticipantes al  Retiro Zaqueo, este retiro es un retiro apro-
bado y recomendado por nuestro Señor Obispo Don 
Roberto Vasa, este retiro fue en español pero también la 
Diócesis lo ha ofrecido en Ingles en varias parroquias por 
lo que esa disponible también en Ingles. El Señor Obispo 
Don Roberto saludó y dio la bienvenida a los partici-
pantes al retiro en la noche del viernes y celebro la Santa 
Misa en la mañana del sábado. Al final del retiro una vez 
más los saludó y les  impartió la bendición a la clausura 
del retiro. El nivel de entusiasmo al final del retiro dejó 
claro la excelente experiencia espiritual que tuvieron los  
participantes. Gracias a Dios tuvimos como Asesor Espiri-
tual para este retiro al padre Stanislaus Strzyz. 

Sister Irene and Sister Sabina of the Sisters of Mary of 
Kakamega.  Welcome to the Diocese of Baker!  


