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World Youth Day 2016 in Kraków Poland ð Part 1 of 2 
 
 The 18 pilgrims from the Baker Diocese, made up of eight from St. Maryôs and six from St. Andrews parishes in 
Pendleton and four from Holy Redeemer Parish in La Pine, traveled to Kraków Poland for WYD and have returned -          
a bit exhausted - after an experience of a lifetime. They walked a total of 70 miles, averaged between three to four hours of 
sleep per night, and attended six Mass celebrations during their 10-day pilgrimage.              

                     The group first visited St. Anneôs Church (right) 
where the tomb of St. John Cantius, Patron Saint of 
Kraków and the Archdiocese of Kraków, resides and 
St. Maryôs Basilica (left), Church of Our Lady 
Assumed into Heaven, which is particularly famous 
for its hand carved wooden altarpiece. On every hour, 
a trumpet signal is played from the top of the taller of 
St. Maryôs two towers. The tune breaks off in mid-
stream to remind all of the famous 13th century 
trumpeter who was shot in the throat while sounding 
the alarm before the Mongol attack on the city.  
        
         St. Stanislaw Church, known as ñChurch on    
the Rockò (right) is a church and monastery on the 
banks of the Vistula River in Kraków. It is dedicated 
to St. Stanislaw, the Bishop of Krakow, who was 
murdered on this site on orders of the King in 1079. 
He was the first native Polish saint and is still patron 
saint of Poland, Kraków, and some Polish dioceses.            
                           On Tuesday of the journey, the pilgrims took a 
bus to Wadowice Poland (left), the hometown of 
Pope John Paul II. They visited the Holy Fatherôs 

family home, which was just steps away from his home parish/church, the Basilica of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. Then they drove to and toured Auschwitz Concentration and Birkenau Extermination Camps south of Kraków 
(below). The sign above the main gate to Auschwitz reads: ñArbeit macht freiò which translates ñwork will set you freeò.  

The pilgrims were shocked at how 
massive these camps were and by the 
inhuman treatment of the prisoners.   
St. Maximilian Kolbe was a Polish 
Franciscan friar, who volunteered to die 
in place of a stranger at Auschwitz.  
 
By Jacquie Hitzman, Youth Minister 
and Group Leader for WYD 2016. 

 
Watch for Part 2 in our next issue. 

 

 

 


